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COMMISSION 



FOB 

INQUIRING INTO THE rEOPMETY OF MAINTAINING 
OR ABOLISHING THE SEVERAL TURNPIKE ROADS 
NOW EXISTING IN IRELAND. 



Victoria by tlio Grace of God of the United Kingdom 
of Great Britain and Ireland Queen, Defender of the 
Faith, to Our trusty and well-beloved Edward Clejients, 
Es(juire, Barri.stei'-at-Law, greeting: 

"Whereas, We have thought it expedient that a Coin- 
mission should issue forthwith for the purpose of Inquir- 
ing and Keportlng on the propriety of maintaining or 
abolishing the several Turnpike Roads now existing in 
that part of Our United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Ireland called Ireland. 

Now know ye that We, reposing great trust and con- 
hdence in your zeal and ability, liave authorized and ap- 
pointed, and do by these presents authorize and appoint 
you the said Edward Clements to he Our Commissioner 
for the purpose aforesaid, and Our Will and Pleasure is 
that you should take into your consideration, Firsthq the 
present condition of each of the said Roads, hecondly,the 
Receipts and Expenditure, and the state of their accounts ; 
Thirdly, the amount of Debts and Charges upon each 
Trust, the amount and the original value and the market 
value ill each of the last ten years of the Debentm’es, the 
number of Debenture-holders, the mode of paying olf 
those Debentures which appears to you most equitable, 
and theproportioii thereof which should becharged to the 
respective Counties or Baronies concerned, and geneially 
to consider all matters relating to each of the said Trusts. 
And that after a careful Inquiry you should Report to 
us in ivriting, under your Hand and Seal, youi several 
proceedings by virtue of this Our Commission, together 
with your opinions as to the propriety oi otheivvise^of 
maintaining or ahohshing all or any of such Turnpike 
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Commission, 



vi 

Trusts or Roads, or any parts thereof, and whether it 
may not he possible, under a different system, to main- 
tain the said Roads in better condition and to the greater 
convenience of the Public. And We do hereby authorize 
and empower you Our said Commissioner to obtain in- 
formation thereupon by the examination of all persons 
most competent by reason of their situation, knowledge, 
and experience, to afford it ; and also, by calling for all 
documents, papers, and records which may appear to 
you calculated to assist your researches, and to promote 
the formation of a sound judgment on the subject. And 
We do also hereby give and grant unto you full power 
and authority, when the same shall appear to be requisite, 
to administer an Oath or Oaths to any Person or Per- 
sons whatsoever to be examined before you touching or 
concerning the premises. And We Will and Command 
that this Our Commission shall continue in full force 
and virtue, and that yon Our said Commissioner may 
from time to time proceed in the execution thereof, and 
of every matter and thing therein contained, although 
the same be not continued from time to time b}’’ adjourn- 
ment. 

And We hereby Command all and singular Our Jus- 
tices of the Peace, Sheriffs, Mayors, Bailiffs, Constables, 
Officers, Ministers, and all other Our loving subjects 
whatsoever, as well within liberties as ivitliout, that they 
be assistant to you in the execution of these presents. 

In Witness whereof we have caused these Our Letters 
to be made Patent. Witness Ourself, at Westminster, 
the twelfth day of February in the nineteenth year of 
Our Reign. 

By Warrant under the Queen’s Sign Manual, 

E. ROMILLY. 
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TUBNPIKK TRQSTS INQUIRY, IRELAND. 



REPOET. 



TO THE QUEEN’S MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY. 

In pursuance of your Majesty’s Commission, under the 
Great Seal to me directed, commanding that I should 
inquire and report on the propriety of maintaining or 
abolishing the several turnpike roads existing in Ireland ; 
taking into consideration — 

Firstly. — The present condition of each of the said 
roads. 

Secondly. — The receipts and expenditure and state 
of the accounts of same. 

Thirdly. — The amount of debts and charges upon 
each trust ; the amount, and the original value, 
and the market value, in each of the last ten 
years of the debentures ; the number of deben- 
ture holders; the mode of paying oif those 
debentures -whioh to him should appear most 
equitable, and the proportion thereof whioh 
should be charged to the respective counties or 
baronies concerned ; and. 

Generally, to consider all matters relating to each 
of the said trusts. 

And after a careful inquiry, to report to your Majpty 
in writing, under hand and seal, the several proceedings 
by virtue of said Commission, together with my opinion 
as to the propriety or otherwise of maintaining or 
abolishing aR or any of such turnpike trusts or roads, 
or any parts thereof ; and whether it might not be pos- 
sible, under a different system, to maintain the said roads 
in better condition, and to the greater convenience of 
the public; and to obtain information thereupon by 
examination of all persons most competent, by reason 
of their situation, knowledge, or experience, to afford 
it ; and also by calling for all documents, papers, and 
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records, ivliich might appear calculated to assist research 
and promote the formation of a sound judgment on 
the subject ; with full power and authority, when the same 
should appear requisite, to administer an oath to any 
person whatsoever to be examined, touching or concern- 
ing the promises. 

Having duly taken upon me the duties of the said 
Commission, in obedience to your Majesty’s command, 
I most liumbl}'' report as follows, that is to say ; — 
Inquiry having been made by communicating with 
official authorities, and examinmg Parliamentary and 
other documents, I ascertained that the following turnpike 
trusts, and none other, were in existence in Ireland : — 
In the province of Munster, 1 : — 

Statute Miles. 

1. The Limerick and Newcastle and Limerick and 
Cbarleville Turnpike Trust. It consists of 
two divisions, each twenty-five statute miles 
in length, ...... 50 

In tlie province of Leinster, 5 : — 



1. Carlow and Castlecomer, 

2. Carlow, Kilkenny, and Callau, 

3. Dundalk and Dunleer, 

4. Dundalk and Banbridge . 

5. Waterford and Shankill, 



H 

32 

12 

13i 

34 



In the province of Connaught, none. 
In the province of Ulster, 10 ; — 

1. Antrim and Coleraine, 

2. Banbridge and Belfast, 1st division, 

3. Banbridge and Belfast, 2nd „ 

4. Belfast to Antrim and Carrickfergus, . 

o. „ Orumlin, .... 

6. „ Lisburn, by Palls, 

7. „ „ Hannabstown, 

8. „ „ Old Malone, 

9. K^ewry, Armagh, and Obarlemont, 

10. Dundalk, Castleblayney, Carrickmacross, 



101 



174 



The entire extent of mileage, therefore, under the 
turnpike system, throughout Ireland at present stands 
thus : — 

Statute Miles. 

Munster, 50 

Leinster, 101 

Ulster, 174 

Connaught, «.•••. - 

325 
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Report of the Commissioner. ix 

The above facts being ascertained, and an Act of 
Parliament, as recommended by your Majesty’s late 
Commissioners, Mr. Hayward, Q.C., and Lieutenant- 
Colonel Harness, k.e., having received the Royal assent 
in the last session, whereby nine other turnpike trusts, 
comprising 260 miles, were abolished, and the roads 
thrown open to tlie public, the point selected for the 
commencement of this inquiry was that part of the great 
thoroughfare between Dublin and the north of Ireland, 
at which those Commissioners terminated their inquiry, 
namely, the town of Dunleer, in the county of Louth, 
the high road from Dublin to that town being now open 
to the public. 

Due publicity being given, as well by advertisements 
in newspapers as by printed notices and other means 
necessary where the attendance of witnesses was merely 
voluntary, the first inquiry rvas held at the court-house 
in Dundalk, the county town of Louth, on Tuesday, the 
twenty-sixth of Pebruary last ; and I continued to hold 
sittings publicly along tbc great turnpike lines, pro- 
ceeding northwards with as much expedition as was 
consistent with proper notice to the public. 

In this way successive inquiries were beld at the 
following towns in Ulster, which, by reference to the 
map of Ireland, accompanying this report will be seen 
to be the main points on the great leading northern 
thoroughfares through which, before the opening of 
railways, all tlie traffic of heavy goods, passengers, and 
mails, were canied between Dublin and the north of 
Ireland : — ^north of Dunleer, these points were — Dun- 
dalk, Newy, Armagh, Banbridge, Belfast. 

These towns being central, and of importance in their 
localities, furnished intelligent ivitnesses in abundance 
at all times during the inquiiy, accompanied by others 
who came to witness the proceedings, and who sup- 
plied, where necessary, such facts as those under^ ex^ 
mination might not have been moi’e readily acquauited 

The attendance at each inquiry of large numbers of 
persons locally interested, and well acquainted mth the 
details of the subject under consideration, had a most 
beneficial effect, theii- presence aiding in the develop, 
ment of truth, and acting as a check to any tendency to 
exaggeration or misstatementwliicli might unconsciously 
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X Turnpike Inquiry, Ireland. 

have arisen. It is gratifying, however, . to have to state, 
that in no single instance did there appear any falsehood 
or concealment of the truth, or the slightest impropriety 
in the conduct or deportment of any of the parties 
present during the examination. 

The several officers of the trusts, mth few and unim- 
portant exceptions, voluntarily attended the sittings in 
each locality. In the north of Ireland, but especially in 
the town of Belfast, persons appeared, who manifested 
an eager desire for inquiring into the subject of turn- 
pikes, with a view to tlieir abolition, and exhibited 
much information as to the general wmnts and resources 
of the country in connexion TOth the investigation ; and 
so intense was the general feeling in that quarter on 
the subject of the abolition of toUs, that it was not con- 
cealed that associations had been formed, 'and profes- 
sional gentlemen retained to watch the proceedings, to 
further the inquiry into the facts, and to see that the 
whole truth w'as brought to bear upon it freely and 
publicly. 

Generally, the witnesses after being first examined 
on the direct, were cross-examined, often at the instance 
of parties publicly declaring a desire to elicit further 
information ; anq where a professional gentleman 
attended, or any one whose demeanour was such as to 
justify it, the cross-examination was left in his hands, 
subject, however, to the witnesses’ consent. 

This course tested conflicting assertions and opinions 
sufficiently to ensure accuracy. It gave also, an oppor- 
tunity of removing erroneous impressions, or of retract- 
ing erroneous statements ; so that full confidence is felt 
in the accuracy and truth of aU the facts, as given in the 
Notes of Evidence hereunto appended, and wdiich are 
referred to in this Report as occasions require. The 
same reliance, it is assumed, may be placed on opinions 
given, where, as in almost aU instances, it has been 
pubhcly ascertained that they are not merely those of 
the individual offering them, but of the community 
with which he was connected — in short, where it wms 
evidence in the nature of common repute. 

During the investigation ninety-eight witnesses were 
examined on oath in presence of the public, and nume- 
rous documents were put in evidence and read. . 

The inquiry so made unfolds two co-existing systems of 
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direct taxation, wholly and entirely at variance with each 
other in point of principle. 

One is in conformity with ancient usage, whereby 
the inhabitants of each locality, whether they directly 
used a road by entering upon it or not, were bound to 
maintain it as a highway, free and safe for the indis- 
criminate use of the public. 

The other is, in derogation of such usage, and is 
effected by enclosing a particular portion of a road- 
way, and excluding the public from its enjoyment, until 
a certain sum of money first be paid by each person 
using it as provision for future repair. 

The former is the presentment system, under 6 and 
7 Win. IV., 0 . 116 — the Irish Grand Jury Act, with its 
amendments, which work, or at least assume to work, 
on the principle of a representative body taxing for 
local, purposes. 

According to a late Eeport issued by the Irish En- 
gineers’ Institute, 39,600 miles of good and safe highways 
are annually kept in repair by the people, through means 
of this mode of tiixation. 

The latter is the turnpike system, under which 325 
miles of road are excluded from the use of the public, 
without payment at the gates. 

The two systems of raising funds for the purpose 
of road maintenance being ascertained and brought 
together, their results contrasted, and the gTeat dis- 
parity of their extent exliibited, their relative values 
w-ere then to be ascertained j and after a careful examina- 
tion of the facts given in evidence on both sides, a 
comparison of the past with the present state and 
condition of the wants and resources of the country, 
as regard internal communication, and an inquiry into 
the causes that led to the suspension of our common 
law rights and duties, by introducing a novel ^stem 
of taxation for the improvement of travelling, I have 
arrived at the conclusion of the propriety of abolishmg 
ail the existing turnpike trusts in Ireland,_ as institutions 
not merely useless, but prejudicial to society; and I am 
fully of opinion, that it is possible to maintain those 
roads in better* condition, and to the greater con- 
venience of the public, under the present Grand Jury 

^^I^can see no reason why all the roadways in Ireland 
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should not ])e mado, repaired, altered, or diverted 
through one uniforin system of public siiperintendenoe, 
supported by funds derived from one uniform and im- 
partial system of public taxation ; and our Grand Jury 
Laws, although defective in details, so far as relate to 
the making and repairing of roads, and capable of im- 
provement, so far as relates to the principle of taxation 
through a representative body, yet, imperfect as they 
are, they appear to me to exhibit an approach to such 
condition. 

It must be admitted that turnpikes had their uses ; at 
least, some contrivance of the sort was at one time 
needful, perhaps necessary, especially where travellers 
began to multiply to any perceptible extent in the earlj'- 
stages of commerce. 

When smooth and level roads, between distant points, 
were requii'ed for the safety and ease of passengers, and 
the rapid transmission of intelligence, and when the con- 
veyance of merchandize began to be a matter of great 
importance, it did seem hard that small communities 
should he charged Avith providing expensive facilities 
for others, the value of Avhich they themselves but little 
understood. These Avere the circumstances that gave 
bii-th to the system of maintaining a road, by leA^ing 
contributions upon those Avho desired to use it, as may 
he seen by a perusal of oxu- early statutes. 

The first laighAA'ay Act passed in England, 2 & 3 
Ph. and M., c. 8, slioAvs a state and condition of the 
country little understood at this day. It is intituled “An 
Acte for Thamendyng of High Wayes,” and commences 
thus.: — 

‘‘For amendiog of highways, being nowe hothe very noisome and 
tedious to travel in, and dangerous to imssengers and carriages,” drc. 

And then it enacts that the parishioners shall choose 
tAvo persons to see that the inhabitants giye, four days' 
labour (by 5 Eliz., c. 13, made six toAvards ■ the 
repair of the highAvays, &c. 

The first liighAvay Act jiassed in Ireland exliibits, in 
its I’ecital, a like state of things here as existed in Eng- 
land, for the Act 11, 12, and 13, James I., c. 7, intituled 
“An Act for Kepayriug and “ Amending of HighAvays 
and Cashes, and Cutting or “ Clearing of Paces,” thus 
commences : — 
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“ Forasmuch as the highways, and cashes, and paces, and passages 
throughout the woods of this kingdom are in many places both noy- 
some and tedious to travel in, and dangerous to all passengers: Be it 
enacted,” &c. 

And then it enacts that the parishioners shall choose 
two miTeyors or orderers, to see that six days’ labour be 
given by every inhabitant in each year towards the 
repair of the highways, and requiring the simeyws and 
orderers to see the work done. 

These enactments show Avhat an anxiety existed in 
those days to facilitate communication throughout the 
land ; for both Acts are general, not local, and extended 
over the entire of each kingdom, and were passed shnply 
to enforce a common law duty. But they appear to have 
been insufficient to meet the necessities of future time, 
as will be seen by a glance at the preamble of the first 
Turnpike Act passed in Ireland, which gives some idea 
of the resources of the country ; it complained that “ the 
ordinary course appointed by the law ” was insufficient 
for its purpose : — 

Pbeamble of 3 Ueohoe II., c. 18, Anno 1729, 

“ Whereas the highway or road leading from the city of Dublin, 
through Kilmainham and Bathcoole, to the town of 'Naas, and 
thence to Kilciillen Bridge, in the county of Kildare, by reason of 
the many and heavy carriages frequently passing through the same, 
arc become so ruinous and bad, that in the winter season many parts 
thereof are impassable for waggons, carts, cars, and carriages, and very 
dangerous for travellers, and cannot, by the ordinary course appointed 
by the laws and statutes of this realm, be effectually mended and kept 
in repair : Wherefore, and to the intent that the said highways or 
roads may with convenient speed be effectually mended and hereafter 
kept in repair, so that all persons may travel through the same with 
safety, be it enacted,” &c. 

And then the Act proceeds to uominate trustees, and 
to enable them to put up gates and regulate the taking 
of tolls, &c. 

This preamble, although apparently representing a 
particular and special condition of things in a confined 
locality, was yet drawn with care, and served as a 
model” preamble for a series of Turnpike Acts then 
in contemplation, for, , excepting the names of the 
towns, it will be found to be the preamble, iotidem 
verlis, adopted for the whole thirty-one Acts passed in 
the reign of George IL, which created the first thirty- 
one titrnpike trusts that existed in Ireland. 
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Ttese comprised upwards of 1,500 statute miles of 
road, and will "be recognised as those kno’ivn ever since 
to be the great arteries of traffic throughout the 
kingdom. 

In succeeding reigns these Acts were renewed or 
amended, but not many other new trusts were created. 

The districts traversed by these turnpike roads are 
now also occupied by railways, which have absorbed the 
traffic, and deprived the roads of their usual means of 
subsistence. 

This reference to the early history of tuimpikes in 
Ireland is had merely for the sake of instituting a ready 
comparison between the state of our leading thorough- 
fares at that period, and their state at present. It 
^vill point out how uniformly all the lines of country 
contiguous to these roads have of late been supplied 
by railway accommodation, and establish beyond con- 
troversy, that the present state and condition of society 
does not call for or warrant the continuance of a system 
which has ceased to effect any of the benefits of its 
original institution, whilst it but preserves all the evUs 
attendant on such an interference with the common law 
right of the subject to free ingress and egress. 

List of tte first Tuenpize Acts passed in Ireland, with, the absorbing 
lines of Eailway. 



Tui’Qpike Acts. 



Traffic absorbed by the fol- 
lowing Railways. 



3 Geo. II., c. 18. Lublin to KilcuUen. 

3 „ c. 19. Dublin to Navan. 

5 „ c. 15. Dublin to Dunleer. 

5 „ c. 16. Dublin to Kinnegad. 

5 „ c. 17. Dublin to Athboy. 

5 „ c. 18. KilcuUen to Kilkenny. 

5 „ c. 19. Kilkenny to Clonmel, 

5 „ c. 20. Cork to Kilworth. 

5 „ c. 21. Naas to Maryborough. 

5 „ c. 22. Newcastle to Limerick, 

and Limerick to Cork. 
7 „ c. 23. Banbridge to Belfast. 

7 „ c. 24. Dundalk to Banhridge. 

7 „ 0 . 25. Ennis to Limerick. 



Gt. Southern & ‘Western. 

Dab.& Dr. witb Nav. Br. 

Belfiist Junction. 

Midland Great Western. 

Drogheda and Kells. 

Gt. Southern & Western 
and South-Eastern. 

Limerick, Waterford, (k 
Kilkenny. 

Gt. Southern & Western, 

Gt. Southern h Western. 

Limerick and Eoynea. 

Limerick Junction. 

Dublin and BelfastJunc- 
tion. 

Dublin and Belfast Junc- 
tion. 

Limerick and Ennis. 
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List of the first Titenpike Acts passed in Ireland, &c. — coMinued. 



Turnpike Acts. 



Traffic absorbed by the fol- 
lowing Eailways. 



9 Geo. IL, c. H, Mullingar to Longford, 

9 „ c. 15. Antrim to Coleraine. 

9 „ c. 17. Banhridge to Randals- 

town. 

9 „ c. IS. Armagh to Lishurn. 

9 „ c. 21. Armagh to Newiy. 

9 „ c. 22. Maryborough to Mount- 

rath, Koscrea, die. 

9 „ 0 . 23. Kilcullen to Athy. 

11 „ c. 18. Boacrea,Nenagh, to Lim- 

erick. 

13 „ 0 , 13. Belfast to Antrim. 

13 „ c, 14 Timahoe to Cashel. 

13 „ c. 15, Clonmel to Boneraile, 

21 „ c. 13. Cork to Killarnoy. 

25 „ c. 17. Clonmel to Urlingford. 

25 „ c. 18. Mouutrath to Olonefin, 

King’s county. 

25 ,, 0 . 19. Athy to Carlow. 



Midland Great Western, 
Longford branch. 
Belfast and Ballymena. 
Ulster and Belfast and 
Ballymena. 

Ulster. 

Ulster, 

Gt. Southern & Western. 
Gt, Southern «fc Western. 

Limerick Junction. 
Belfast and Ballymena. 
Gt. Southern & Western. 
Gt. Southenids Western, 
Killarney Junction. 



Gt. Southern & Western. 
Gt. Southern dsWe^rn, 
Carlow branch. 



25 

29 

31 



c. 20. Ballanagar to Clane. 

c. 19. Mallow to Newcastle. Limerick Junction, 
c. 18. Castlecomer to Limerick. Gt. Southern & Western. 



The promoters of Eailway Bills found traffic ready 
formed in the rich turnpike districts, and accordingly 
these were their first field of operation, so that the ti’affic 
which the early turnpike roads fostered, and that, in 
return, mamtained them, became the strongest ‘nfitness 
against them before Committees of the Blouse; and 
now there remains not a second instance of a turnpike 
road in Ireland without a line of railway running 
parallel and close, and, as invariably proved, carrying off 
its best means of support. 

By reference to the map of Ireland, it will appear 
without further proof, that the greater portion of the 
turnpike roads are lying parallel and contiguous to 
railways ; and it needs no evidence to prove that hi 
such cases the great traffic, and, along with it, the income 
of the trust, is irrecoverably lost. But, sometimes, 
the railway will appear to the eye not to rmi literally 
parallel, or even at a sufficient pro xim ity to a road to 
affect its traffic, and in such cases evidence is necessary 
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to show that a mere examination of a map alone will 
not furnish sufficient ground for a safe conclusion. 

The Dundalk, Castleblayney, and Carriokmacross trust 
may be taken as an instance. It consists of two lines of 
road, of twelve and thirteen miles in length, respectively, 
both starting from the town of Dundalk — the one run- 
ning nearly clue w^est, the other somewhat north-crest, 
and thus including about half a right-angle. 

From Dundalk to Castleblayney the railway rims 
direct, and meets the very town itself, ihere can be 
no question as to absorption of traffic in this case. 
But the tocvn of Carriokmacross seems, upon the map 
to be unsupplied -with railway aeooinmodation ; and yet 
the traffic on that portion of the trust is just as much 
absorbed as on the other, the income reduced, and the 
road rendered impassable. 

Mr. M'Mahon (page 4) says, speaking of this branch 
of the trust, upon which he is often obliged to travel — 

“ The Ctcrringc of coafa along tlie road to tlie distillery of Messrs. 
Gartlan and Sous, Carriokmacross, once yielded an inoome, in tolls, of 
several hundred pounds per annum — now it yields nothing. The coals 
are carried hy rail. This item I give hut as one item of many. 

Mr. Bolton, of Castlering (page 2), residing close to 
the Dundalk and Oarrickm across portion of the trust, 
says — 

“ Before the establishment of the railway, in 1848, there was wry 
gnat traffic on that trust, hnt it has almost all fallen away since.” 

There are other cases showing how fallacious a guide 
the map would be, if relying upon it alone, as, where a 
railway forms two sides of a triangle, and the tuni- 
pike road forms the third side, the traffic leaves the 
road and passes over to the railway. On the Newiy 
and Banbridge road, Mr. Gray, for many years a con- 
tractor or toll-farmer on that line, says (page 19) — 

“After tlie railway opened tlie tmffic declined veiy niucli, and as 
the trustees were not willing to reduce the rent of the tolls in propor- 
tion, I gave them up.’’ 

-He also adds : — 

“I think the local traffic is greater than the general traffic.” 

In the South, the turnpike road from Limerick to 
Charleville, about twenty-five statute miles in length, 
forms one of the sides of an equilateral triangle, of 
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ivliioli tlie otlier two arc railwa}"-, and yet the following 
evidence is given (at page 85j by JIi'. Langley, a pro- 
fessional Engineer, engaged in the trust : — 

“ Tlie Oliarievillo lino was once a line of great traffic, is nof so 
noip, nor since tlie opening of the railwa}’, about 1848.” 

On the same line the Secretary (page 84) says:— 



“ My s.alary, at first £60, is now reduced to £48, in consequence of 
the depressed state of the Bruff (Chaileville) line. The traffic left it 
soon after the opening of the railway." 

And then, this witness, taking a practical and business- 
like view of the matter, concludes by observing— 

" On the whole, it is sufficiently parallel to swallow up the great and 
heavy traffic of tho road.” 



From this it is clear that railways do not merely 
absorb the traffic of such roads as run parallel to them, 
but of all roads lying witliin a distant range. 

Traffic is even diverted wholly from its accustomed 
destination, “from its natural port,” as a witness said 
and carried north instead of south, or south instead of 
north, &o., thereby enriching the railway at the ex- 
pense of tlie turnpike road. At Armagh, the tramc, 
instead of going as it hitherto had done, southwards to 
the port of Newry, now goes northwards to Belfast. 
Mr. Mathews, the' 'Secretary to the Newry and Armagh 
line, and a very anxious advocate for its continuance, 
thus, notwithstanding, admits : — 



"Before tbo opening of tlie railway there was great traffic from tbs 
to Nowrv, it leinrj our natural port ; there is scarcely any commumca.- 
tion between this and Newry now hy cart ; all the traffic is taUn to 
Belfast." 



At Carlow trade is going north instead of east. 

Thus, between the absorption of traffic by paraLel 
lines of railway and the diversion of traffic hy obliq^ue, 
the old turnpike road, once the groat and general high- 
way for distant traffic, sinks to the level of pther ordi- 
nary lines, and is only adapted to the purposes of local 
accommodation, but then the c/ate prevents its genmai 
use. There is abundant evidence to the ettect that 
“ people avoid the tolls wherever tpy can” (see_ notes 
passim), and very many to the detriment of their own 
. interest. ' , 
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The traffic of the road thus absorbed, of course there 
follows a decline of income, and with it ensue all the 
consequences naturally incident to such condition. The 
course is uniform throughout in its progress as given by 
the witnesses on most of the lines : — 1st. — A rich and 
prosperous turnpilce road. 2nd. — The appearance of a 
railway. 3rd. — The absorption of the traffic. 4th. — 
The decline of income. 6th. — The road falling out of 
condition. 6th. — The trustees getting tired, and aban- 
doning to the officials. 7th. — The officials swallowing 
up the funds. 8th. — The County repairing in self- 
defence. 9th.— The cess-payers becoming discontented 
at paying toUs on a road which they themselves are 
maintaining. And this is the stage at which all the 
turnpike roads in Ireland, with very few' exceptions, 
have arrived. There is one other stage in which some 
trusts have been found, namely : — Utter abandonment 
of the line by the trustees, the gates formally thrown 
open, and the public allow'ed to pass free. Notwith- 
standing that such proceeding is unwarranted in law, 
yet tw'o instances occiuTed within the last five years, 
in the county of Kilkenu3^ without an expression of 
complaint or dissatisfaction from any party, the facts of 
which are fully set out at page 89, et seg. (^Carlow, 
Kilkenny, to Tipperary Trust). 

In these oases aU the changes above detailed appear 
distinct^ marked throughout the evidence, with the 
exception of that relating to officials, whose conduct 
seems irreproachable. 

There are one or two exceptions to this system 
of decay still remaining, in which the road is in 
excellent repair, partty, it would appear, owing to 
the constant presence and personal anxiety of trus- 
tees w'ho take an interest in the well-being of their 
lines, but the annual accounts present little hope of a 
long continuance, and every day lessens that hope. 

An instance is found in the Dundalk and Banbridge 
trust, northern division, the good condition of which is 
fairly and candidly admitted by all the -witnesses ; yet 
a -witness who candidly admits, can honestly denounce. 
Mr. CardweU, of Shankhill, at page 9, says ; — “ The road 
is in very nice order, but the people are in the dark about 
the cost.’’ And then complaining of his ignorance, as to 
the officers’ salaries upon thirteen miles of road, he says, 
he believed (and rightly) — 
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“ There was a paid treasurer, a paid secretary, a paid surveyor, a 
paid overseer, aud four paid collectors. People think that unnecessary 
waste of money. The traffic on the line is purely local, chiefly the 
produce of the country, and also coal brought into and left in the 
neighbourhood ” 

This latter observation has reference to the nnneces- 
sary support of a large staff on a merely local road. 

On the same line Mr. Quinn, a Magistrate, and Trustee 
of another line, says: — ■ 

“ The road is uo doubt iu very good condition ; but toll on a road is 
an unequal and unjust mode of assessment. The tax is extremely 
unpopular, aud disliked, and hated, by all parties throughout the 
country.” 

In the country about Banbridge the turnpike roads 
seem in fair condition for something about twenty to 
thirty miles ; hut the witnesses cannot refrain from 
alluding to the mysterious nature of the outlay. At 
page 12, a witness — 

Considers the payment of toll (as all the people he is aci^uaiuted 
with, consider it) a great nuisance and a useless hurthen ; people suspect 
there is a qood deal of the income uiasted." 

This kind of evidence was very general, even where 
the roads were in good condition. But the foUowing 
may be taken as average specimens of the evidence where 
the income more rapidly declined, and where the effects 
of that decline were more distinctly manifest, a condition 
observable in nearly 250 miles out of the 325 comprised 
in all the Trusts now unrepealed in Ireland. It will 
serve also to show how the lines proceeded further 
through the stages of difficulty, iiiclucling the subject of 
trustees, officials, bad condition, and ultimate repair by 
presentment. 

On the Dundalk and Dunleer line, at page _ 6_, Mr. 
Neville, County Surveyor of Louth, and receiving a 
salary fr’om the trust, says : — 

“ The Trustees want funds, and so the road, for its entire length, is 
iu very bad condition. The Grand Jury gave two presentments to 
keep it commonly passable. It is a matter of great difficult;^^to get 
together tbe retjnisite iiiiuiber of five Trustees to form a Board. 

Tlie Hon. Major Jocelyn (page 7) says : — 

“ Part of tbe line is tbe main street of Dundalk, and it was left in 
so bad and a condition that tbe county has been obliged, for 

tbe last two years, in sdf-def&ncey to grant presentments for its 
repair r 
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Oa tlie .Duiidallc, CastleLlayney, aad Carrickmacross 
line, Mr, B_yrne, one of the Trustees, thus speaks 
(page 5): — “The roads are in abominable condition.” 
And at page G : — 

“ From tlie difficulty, or rather impossibility of getting up meetings 
of the Board, and the little attention, &c., the officials seem to care 
nothing about the roads beyond obtaining their salaries." 

Mr. Murphy, of Castletown, a Magistrate and Grand 
Juror of Louth, thus says, at page 3 : — 

“The roads are in Tory had condition ; at one period, portions were 
in so danyerons a state, when the trust had no funds, that the Grand 
Jury had to pass a heavy presentment to repair them." 

Mr. Hamilton M'Mathe, a Magistrate and Grand 
Jni’or of Monaghan, in his evidence on this line, at page 
1, says 

“It is in shockingly had condition, especially since the opening 
of the Dundalk and Enniskillen Railway, which runs parallel to it." 

And again : — 

“ The traffic on the line is so very trivial and local, that paid officials 
ate no longer necessary — in fact, their salaries swallowed up a large 
portion of its income.” 

Mr. Bolton, of Gastiering, says : — 

“Before the establishment of the Railway in 1S48, there was 
very great traffic on that trust, hut it has almost all fallen away 
since.” 

At Armagli, all parties, with the exception of one 
paid offi-cial, concurred in their account of the bad 
condition of the road. Colonel Caulfield, m.p., as- 
serted: — “It was one of the worst, if not the worst road 
in the county.” And he is followed by Mr. Robinson, a 
Deputy Lieutenant of the County, and a Trustee, who 
states : — 

“ I can fully confirm the statement of Colonel Caulfield : I think it 
is one of the worst roads in tiie county. * * * ' It is with 

extreme difficulty we can get a meeting of the Trustees. We are ob- 
liged to send about on the day of meeting to get an attendance. I 
think they do not take an interest in the trust, and that it ought to be 
abolished." 

This witness is followed by other Trustees and Magis- 
trates, traders, and farmers, who all, condemn the con- 
dition af the road. Mr. Kidd, a Magistrate, (page 37), 
declares that a part of it is dangerous. 
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In Belfast, Mr. Lanyon, County Sun^eyor of Antrim, 
by no means an advocate of abolition of the turnpike 
system, rather the reverse, says, at page 45 

“ It would 1)0 wise to get rid of tlie trust on the road frotn Antrim 
to Culoraine, as well as upon fie ot/ierj-oad* that are not sc^-SHppmtuij.” 



And then, at page 47, he tells us that the Bellhst and 
Crumlin road, by Cnstlerobm, and the Hannahstown 
and Malone roads, and the Falls road, arc not self-sup- 
iiorting ; and that tolls ought to be abolished on them, 
bceaus^ it would be necessary to maintain them both by 
presentment and tolls. 

Mr. AVoods (page 48) tells us that out of the three 
turnpike roads grouped together under the Belfast and 
Crumlin Act — 

“ Two of them were almost entirely repaired by the Grand Jury since 
the oassing of tho Act in 1837; and on ouo of them— the Haniiahs- 
towd road— he believed tbero was not one femiy expended by the 
Trustees for nearly oloven years after tho Act had pa.ssed. 



It must have been some strong instance of this kind 
that induced the Doan of Boss, whilst advocating a 
mndcrate and qualified turnpike toll, for distant trajjk, 
pointedly, to refer to the road from Belfast to Cruinlm 
by Duiitlrod and Castlerobiii, declaring it 

"A areat qrimance. Tho ascent was me in seven ; and the demand 
of toll on it was enougli to raise a rebellion among the people. 

Instances of this kind might be multiplied without 
eiicl—the Notes of Evidence are filled with them 

The o-roup here spoken of will he found on reference 
to tlie map, to form a network of roads, occnpjmig the 
western and south-western sides of Belto ; and, at the 
same time it will be seen that the Ulster Kailway pierces 
throuo-h the midst of them, hm-rying away the passengers 
and trSods that once maintained them _ Ihus is estab- 
lished, in that locality, the principle which seems every- 
where to prevail— that a rmltva?/ and parallel turnpike 

cdunot loTio coexist. , - 1 . 1 : 4 .:,, 

AVhen a turnpike road is thus impovenshecl, it is 

thrown upon the barony for support and creates 
dissatisfaction among the ratepayers. They find tha 
Sey are prevented^ nsing that road they themselves 
are maintaining, and think the only obiect m demanding 
tS is to form a fund to be wasted upon unnecessapr 
officials ; and with the example before them of a County 
Lrveyor, a professional gentleman of eminence, who can 
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manage to keep in the finest condition from 1,000 to 
2,000 miles of road, ivithin his county, reasoning men 
cannot be made to believe that a crowd of paid officers 
are necessary upon a short line of ten, twelve, or four- 
teen miles. 

The general tendency of the evidence goes to 
show that much reliance is placed on the services of 
the County Surveyor, perhaps owing to the fact that 
he is a public and responsible officer. Mr. Murphy, of 
Castletown, says : — 

“ It -would be of great advantage to place those roads, like the other 
roads, completely under the supervision of a responsible officer, like 
the County Surveyor.” 

The Hon. Major Jocelyn, at (page 3), says : — 

“ Turupikea ought all to be abolisbod, and it would be a great change 
for the better if the roads were placed in the bands of the county 
officer, and treated and maintained as the other county roads.” 

As to the expensive character of the turnpike system, 
we have that directly from a county surveyor himself, 
Mr. Neville, of Louth, who says (page 7) : — 

" The superintendence of witness alone over the line costs the trust 
more than the repair itself oi a county road.” 

Mr. Maguire, a Magistrate and a Trustee says (page 
23) ! — 

“It would be more satisfactory to the people of the county gene- 
rally to have the roads under the supervision of their own officer, 
the county surveyor, than under those over whom they have no 
control.” 

Mr, David Woods, of Banbridge, says (page 24) : — 

“ We would then have the road under our own officer, who is res- 
ponsible to the public.” 

All parties seem to entertain a respect for this officer,, 
and to rely upon his instruction or advice. 

It should be observed that all the witnesses were 
cess-payers ; perhaps there is not one single exception; 
and all those who declared themselves favourable to the 
abolition of tolls intimated their readiness to pay for 
the riddance by an increase of taxation. 

The true secret, however, of the universal desire for 
the abolition of tolls is to be found on an analysis, not 
merely of the number, but of the nature of the wit- 
nesses. According to the evidence, tolls check the legi- 
timate course of commerce ; they obstruct trade ; they 
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are the means of cutting off, from free intercourse with 
one another the producers and consumers of saleable 
commodities. They are, therefore, a restraint upon in- 
dustry ; and it will he found that the voices raised against 
the system are those of the industrious. Amongst them 
are merchants, traders, farmers, millers, bakers, provi- 
sion dealers, &c. 

They prevent the produce of the country from coming 
into the towns. The Hon. Major Jocelyn speaking of 
toll (page 3) says — 

“ It interfered directly witk the transmiseion of tlio produce of the 
country into tbe larger towns, and thus very much prejudiced the 
interests of the town of Dundalk.” 

Mr. R. Lindsay, of CliftonviUe, a Totvn Councillor of 
Belfast, an extensive manufacturer and employer, and 
one Avlio states lie has given much attention to the sub- 
ject of turnpikes, says, at page 78: — 

“ The obvious effect of turnpikes has been to keep_ away aellerg, 
and thus lessen the number of purchasers.^ I am convinced the mar- 
kets of the town would be much increased if the roads were free j and 
I attribute lo the turnpikes the fact that the butter-market of Belfast 
has decreased instead of increased; the more particukrly so, as the 
(market) accommodation has been in every way bettered. 



In another place he says : — 

“ I consider that the toll-gates have interfered improperly vith the 
trade of tho town. Several of the mills on the Tails road have, for a 
length of time, been severely mulcted, whilst some larre establishments 
on tlie Orumlin road are still subject to tbe impost. These mile have 
to compete with similar establishments in view of them, which are free 
from toll— a state of things to be deprecated.’' 

They prevent the produce of the towns from going 

into the country. . tj m i a 

Mr. Hughes, a large flour merchant m Belfast, and 

carrying on a very extensive bakery (page 63), says : 

I have from twelve to sixteen horses in town for ^trying bread, 
which I sell at such a low figure that I could not ^ 

people who live beyond the turnpike, as I would lave to pay toll. 

Some employers, however, having large factories, and 
wishing to provide their people ^te best food 

obviate his objection by paying the toll themselves ; foi 
he says : — 

“ At Ligoniel parties have entered into an arrangement with me, 
whereby they pay the toll upon my bread carts. 

And then comes the absorbing power of the railway 
system ; for the same witness declares 

“I supply bread to Portadown, Tanderagee, and Armagh, by railway, 
but not by carts.” 
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Mr. Gray, of Nemy, page 19, says ; — 

I am the owuei* of a scutch -ra ill, and between it and the town 
there is a gate. I pay toll for the people to induce them to come to 
me, and sometimes two tolls, when they come on the Dundalk line, in 
order to place them on an equality with those who travel on comity 
roads. Those who have scutch-mills where no gate iutorvenc.s, of 
course, have the advantage of me. That is a. restriction on my trade 
that others in the same trade do not feel who reside on presentment 
roads.” 

Evidence of this kind might be repeated to a tedious 
and undesirable length. The ndiole tendency of the 
feeling of the witnesses is in accordance -with these 
statements, except in the few instances in wbicli some 
have been found to favour the toll system. 

The comparative numbers of witnesses for and against 
the system of turnpikes stands thus : — 

Total number of witnesses, . . 98 

For the system, . . 24 

Indifferent, . . 4 

Against, . . . 70 

9S 

Of the 24, 14 had a direct pecuniary interest, being 
either paid officials or debenture-holders. The remain- 
ing 10 were Ti’ustees, having no such interest. 

Of the 70, 13 were trustees, 3 were paid officers, and 
aU the rest were independent land-ownei's, professional 
persons, merchants, traders, farmers, millers, &c., amongst 
whom were several Dejjuty-Lieutenants, Magistrates, 
and Grand Juroi's, and all the 98 were cess-payers. 

The 4 indifferent were 4 paid officers. 

What is more material, however, in this analysis is, 
the fact, that eveiy witness of the 70 declared himself 
as representing the opinions of the cess-payers in his 
neighbourhood, almost without exception, and usually 
the objections made against the system of turnpikes 
were accompanied by reasons publicly offered, and 
by witnesses, subject to the cross-examination of those 
present. 

The 24 witnesses in favour of the system (which, 
under the cirouinstances, ought rather to be called 
10), objected, upon their own behalf alone, with one 
or two exceptions, and seldom offered any reasons in 
support of their opinions, save that they considered 
it the best and easiest mode of keeping a road in good 
condition, and also that it was an equitable arrange- 
ment — “that those who use a road, should' pay for it.” 
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The fii'st of these reasons having reference to matters 
of fact, was open to proof or disproof, by evidence. 

There were hut few witnesses in proof, and those few 
were individuals immediately and directly connected 
with small portiojis of the great turnpike thoroughfare 
to the north, which the trustees, by care and atten- 
tion, and personal watchfulness, have continued to 
preserve in good surface condition, notwithstanding the 
gradual decline of their funds. 

High encomiums ai’C passed upon the state of repair 
in which the line from Henny to Banbridge, and so 
northwards, tovvarcls Belfast, is at present kept. The 
condition is not denied, but its length of duration is 
a problem readily solved. Mr. Fitzherbert Filgate, a 
Magistrate of Down, the manager of the Dowiishire 
estates, has, by his evidence (pages 25 to 27, and Schedule 
B 1, page 105), exhibited great industry, and shown that 
he paid much attention to the subject of the trust. 
As an individual, his opinions on the turnpike system 
'tU’e worthy of much consideration; but he is not 
supported his brother trustees to any extent. His 
opinions are clearly his own individually. When asked 
what he thinks of the propriety of continuing or abolish- 
ing turnpikes, he answers thus (page 25) — 

“ Upon roads cm winch there is very coesiderable traffic^ the turnpike 
system was the fairest and the chea'pesC' 

Here the two reasons above alluded to, are conjoined, 
as is the case generally with other witnesses favourable 
to the system. Mr. Filgate seems also, by his evidence, 
to be impressed with a notion that the county present- 
ment system is an expensive one. It may, no doubt, 
be capable of improvement, and many hints could be 
had from the turnpike system ; but what is objectionable 
is the mode of obtaining the fund, not merely the mode 
of dispensing it. tie says : — 

“ The county had not the system of daily re-pairing^ which was 
adopted by the trustees.” 

Mr. Lanyonj Comity Surveyor of Antrim, takes tlie 
same view of daily refairinq. At page 43, lie says, in 
reply to tke question — 

“ Upon what grounds do you form your opinion that they are more 
easily kept in repair under the trust than under the Grrand Jury 
system ? 

‘'Because you have labour and materials at command whenever you 
want them, and you are able to apply them whenever they are 
required. The control is more perfect than under the other system.” 
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When further asked — 

“ If under that system the roads were thrown open to the public, 
do you think that throwing them open would benefit trade, and 
increase traffic 

He then replies that the question was a very difficult 
one to answer, and immediately falls upon the amount 
of taxation it would entail upon Belfast and its imme- 
diate neighbourhood. According to his view, the increase 
in taxation would amount to 4jrf. in the pound, if the 
turnpikes in that neighbourhood were abolished. 

Mr. Robert Lindsay thinks (page 83) such esti- 
mate erroneous. Quoting Mr. Lanyon’s evidence, he 
shows, that the annual sum to be raised would fall far 
short of the sum now expended, which includes what 
he denominates non-productive expenditure, viz., officers’ 
salaries, rents, cost of collection, &c., which, by his 
calculation, tui’n out to be 100 per cent, on the produc- 
tive., the latter being all that would be required under 
the Grand Jury ^stem. He also differs as to the valua- 
tion of the town itself, by which he concludes that 
instead of t^\d. it would amount to about \d. 

Mr. Thornton, in Schedule C 5, page 120, makes it 
fifteen-sixteenths of a-penny, and his calculations seem 
conducted with cai-e. 

Mr. R. Lindsay, at page 82, says : — “The presentment 
system, if rightly carried out, would be more economi- 
cal.” And he says he is one of the “largest cess-payers 
in Belfast;” and that he has been — 

“ In oommimication with a great number of parties since the com- 
mencement’ of this inquiry, and that, without exception, every indivi- 
dual expressed himself willing to pay whatever additional county cess 
might be necessary, conditional on the tolls being done away with.” 

In point of economy, he further says, that “the 
staff of one would be sufficient for all the turnpike roads 
in the county.” 

Mr. Neville, the County Surveyor, had already stated 
that his own salary on the trust was more than the 
maintenance of a county road. 

It may here be well to state, that each county has at 
present a staff, at the head of wliich is a county surveyor, \ 
paid by a fixed salary of .£300 per annum. These 
officers were selected (since their origin, some twenty- 
two. years ago) from professional engineers, who under- , 
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went an examination before a Board, and the result of 
their appointment has been of great practical benefit to 
the counties, and saved them considerable outlay. 

In a tabular paper issued by the Institute of Civil 
Engineers in Ireland, headed— A Retukn of the Ex- 
TEFTT AND CoST OF W^OEKS, EXECUTED BY GrAND JuET 

Presentment, for the Years 1834, 1844, and 1854, 

COMPILED FROM THE CoUNTY PRESENTMENT PoOKS, BY 

THE Surveyors of the respective counties, there 
appears in a foot note the following result In 1884, 
there were 13,191 miles of presentment road in Ireland, 
maintained at an annual cost of 7'07d. per perch ; in 
1844, 32,016 miles, and the cost fell to 5'88(/. ; in 1854, 
36 703 miles;* and— although the price of labour has 
nearly douUed within the time, and a great improve- 
ment taken place in the state of the roads, — the cost 
was only 6-09cZ. per perch 

Had these facts been thus broadly laid before the 
few intelligent witnesses favourable to the turnpike 
system, they would not, perhaps, have persevered m 
their views. They would have seen how many thousand 
mflpH of road were paid for without an objection, not by 
those who used them, hut by the community, for general 
benefit, many of whom never used, or even saw them. 
They would also have learned, how much more inexpen- 
sive is one paid staffover upwards of 1,800 miles of road 

as in Down, than six paid siap over ninety miles ol 



road, as in Antrim. j rt . 

The specious fallacy of “ those who use a road^ ought to 
pay fm- it!’ has never stood the test of inquiry. The 
correlative proposition that those who do not use a road 
ought not to pay for it, being contrary to preset practice, 
and to our fixed notions of maintaining highways for 
common benefit. In answer to the above phrase, which 
he had heard on the inquu-y some preceding day, Mr. 
Colburn, of CarrickhiU, the owner of a, lime-kihi, about 
four miles from Belfast, says, that it is the consumer who 

ultimately pays the toU. He reasons thus : 

The stone with which the streets of Belfast are re- 
paired, are deposited in the town for 3s. per ton. Ihey 

• The above interesting table is only recently publisbef By 
casnaltv three of the surveyors had not sent m their retains in time 
for rSSin, hnt one of W (Cork, Bast) has been Mnd to have 
2 800 ^leT and taking a low average of 1,500 for the remaining two, 
.^jOuu mues, & v^naorro isnvnnftTtfiil bv Dresentments 



2 800 miles, and. taKing a iow avcmfeo UA xjciwai o ^ 

w’ill give 41,000 as the amount of mileage supported by presentments 
in 1854. It has since been increased. - 
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come from liis own neighbourliood, -wliere they pay toll. 
Only for the toll, they could be laid do‘\vn in the streets 
for 25. lOd. He therefore thinks he pays his share of 
that toll. Again, as a limeburiier, he pa 5 ’’s toll for his 
carts, and he charges the consumer higher on that 
account. He has also to pa}^ toll for his coal coming 
out from Belfast, and that makes his lime dearer to the 
consumer (page G3). 

The same account is given by corn-merchants and 
flour-millers Imng outside market towns. Thus, in the 
words of Mr. CoAvan, a miller, near NeAvry — 

“ We keep about eiglitLorsesj I use ohowt three-quarters of amilei}) 
of the turnpike road, which costs for iny carts about ,£10 a-year passing. 
We have less profit than the Newry people iu consequence of the toll. 
All grain coming out to us has to pay toll. The flour, then, pays toll 
tnrice — going out to be ground, and coming in when ground. All the 
wheat that came in by that gate must have paid before I bought it. 
Bread is also sent out by that gate, so that there are sometimes four 
payments in that way. 1 have been frequently told by people that 
they took their grain to Banbridge to escape toll, or to pay only one 
toll, instead of two.” (See Notes of Evidence, p, 23.) 

Newiy is a municipal town, a parlinmentaiy boi'ougli, 
and a port-town of great trade. The population in 
1851 was 13,491 persons; and, according to the evi- 
dence of Mr. Twigge, a secretary, who pleads strongly 
for the continuance of the turnpike sj'stom, there are 
four outlets to the tOTO, three of which arc turnpike 
roads — “ the nearest gate is a quarter of an Irish mile 
from the town on another road, “ less than a mile 
and another, “one mile and a-half.” Yet this witness 
afterwards coolly observes: — ■ 

“The toll ought to be continued ; I do not think the road could be 
60 well kept if the trust were abolished.” 

Enough of evidence is quoted to show the general 
bearing of the witnesses on both sides — the intelligence, 
the enterprise, the knowledge of the subject, exhibited 
by the o^jponents of the turnpike system ; the feeble 
stand made by its supporters, evidenced by the scanty 
and meagre supply of facts, or of causes and their conse- 
quences, during the inquiry. 

The mischiefs engendered by tolls on a highway far 
outweigh any benefit proposed. Commerce, intercourse, 
improvement of land, distribution of manufactured 
goods — all meet an obstruction of a disagreeable and 
repulsive character, by no means commensurate with 
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the Eimouiit of the clcTnanil of toll. Ihe financier alone 
can measin'e the evils ai’ising from^ an obnoxious 
demand in the shape of taxation, injudiciously applied, 
or repeatedly called for. 

All these restraints upon society are still continued in 
a few localities, for no other purpose, many are led to 
believe, but to gather funds from the industrious, where- 
with to supply the cravings of a few unnecessary and 

idle officers. . , , • 

To sum up all the evils that follow in the _ tram 
of this system would lead to a tiresome repetition of 
the facts given in evidence. Endeavours to obtain Acts 
of Parliament, contrary to the declared opinion of large 
numbers of the cess-payers, and in contravention ot 
stipulations, a.re seen in Mr. Lindsay’s evidence, in pagt^ 
74 75, 76 ; and in the Schedules, pages 112, et A 
breach of faith in getting the renewal of the Belfast, 
Antrim, and Carrickfergus Act, is fully shown in a 
letter addi-essed by Mr. K. J. Tennent, then Member of 
Parliament, to Ledlie Clarke, Esq. (see piage 53). 

The following are the details as given in evidence with 
the resulting views, respecting each Trust, separately ; 
commencing with those Trusts, being three m number, 
which are encumbered with debts. 

Carlow and Castlboomeb Trust. 

(See Notes of ETidenoe, page 93-98). 

Length— statute miles. , , , 

Debt— £2,723 Is. Gd. (£2,050 late Irish currency). 
Condition — Good._ 

Income — Uncertain. 

Arrears of interest — £3,472 8s. 2 h. 

When trust will expire— 1873. 

This trust, which in the Act 48 Geo. III., c. Iv. and its 
renewal, 1 and 2 Geo. IV., c. xxxviii., was called the 
second division of the Athy and Castlecomer, and Kil- 
kenny and Castlecomer, and Carlow turnpike tiust, 
becaL an entirely distinct and ® 

5th and Gth Vic., c. xcii. This latter Act m its pre 
amble recites that — 

considerable sums of money Imxe 
second nnder tbe M 

tolls remains owing, and sneh money 

aLtfbe pak o^ff nor tie interest tiereof ba.disoiai-ged, nor can tie 
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eaid second division of the said road he kept in repair and effectually 
improved unless further powers are granted, and the term of said Act, 
so lar as relate to the second division, he further continued, cfcc.” 

And then the trust is separated from the other portions 
of the line ; the Act to continue for thirty-one years, 
from 30th June, 1842. The trustees are herein given 
full power to borrow money and to pay interest, and the 
usual strict clauses are inserted as to the registry of 
mortgages, bonds, transfers, &o. 

The trust comprises 91 miles of road, and is the only 
turnpike road now existing in Ireland, whose traflBc is 
not directly absorbed by a railway. It runs at right- 
angles to the Carlow branch of the Great Southern and 
Western Railway, commencing at the eastern edge of 
the great mineral basin of Leinster, passing over a high 
summit and descending into the town of Carlow, and 
is chiefly used by the coal carriers. It is now the 
remnant of the above collection of trusts, which were 
allowed to expire within the last half-dozen years ; the 
consequence of which has been a gradual diminution of 
its income, the coal trafiSc being diverted into other 
towns, which are accessible without payment of tolls. 
A witness says (page 98) : — 

^ “ Since tte abolition of tolls oa the Atliy line, the coal trade has 
diminished in Carlow, and it has increased in Athy j and it is too im- 
portant a trade to let slip from us. I know of boatmen taking their 
boats empty from this (Carlow) to Athy, and purchasing coal there to 
take to Dublin, the tolls on this road keeping the carriers from coming 
here.” 

The income is, therefore, falling away, and there seems 
no prospect of a change for the better — rather the re- 
verse. 

The interest said to be due on the debt, has exceeded 
the principal sum, which is thus accounted for (and see 
Notes of Evidence, page 93): — a sum was raised about 
the year 1808, to carry out the e.xpenses of making a new 
road, obtaining an Act of Parliament, &c., on 118 £25 
debentures, to be.ir interest at 6 per cent, as soon as the 
road should be completed. The trustees were obliged to 
borrow £300 or £400 more, in order to complete the. 
road, which was ultimately paid oif, the debenture 
holders never received interest until the year 1821, 
when the treasurer set down in his account, the interest 
so paid, as of and for the year 1810, and all successive 
payments followed a like rule as to dates. This accounts^ 
for the large arrear said to he due on foot. 
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The original value of each of the 118 debentures was 
£25, late Irish, or £28 l^. 6id. present currency. 

Their marketable value it is scarcely possible to 
ascertain. According to the evidence of the holders, 
they had never heard of any of them being offered for 
sale, until a witness deposed that about five years ago, 
he had purchased four debentures for £10, into the 
validity of such purchase, or whether duly transferred 
and registered under their Act, it is not necessary here 
to inquire. The holder, however, stated that he re- 
ceived £5 10s. Qd. interest (which is equal to £6, late 
Irish currency) from the treasurer, about a year ago, 
and he always got the same since he bought them. This 
must have been paid in preference, for the entire amount 
of interest paid during the last year, was £66 9s. Id. (see 
Schedule E 3, p. 134), and the holder of fom- shares 
out of 118, was entitled equitably to no more than about 
the thirtieth part of such sum. 

Mr. Jackson, a debenture-holder and a trustee, 
says : — 

“ He can Bcjvrcely arrive at their value, they not having been in the 
market, hut the last eleven years gave per cent. 

Now, Mr. Jackson may have reasoned from payments 
similarly made. 

A ease was laid before the firm of Boyle, Low, and Pun,' 
College-green, Dublin, highly eminent actuaries and no- 
taries public, the case and reply to which will be seen at 
Schedule D 4 (p. 131); and they could not_ determine the 
particular value, being left no data sufficient for calcu- 
lations ; but they conclude by stating, ‘"It is clear they 
are of very Utile value f 

Under' such circumstances, those debenture holders 
should be left to the establishment of their rights by 
the arbitration of such individual as may be hereafter 
appointed to carry into effect whatever Act may be 

passed in relation to the subject of this inquiry. 

The cost of maintaining this road would fall wholly 
upon the barony of Slievemaraga, in the Queen’s County, 
which it crosses from boundary to boundary, east and 

After deducting from the treasurer s accounts for the 
last three years (for which see Schedule E 1 to B 3, p.l34) 
the amount of the items of salaries, rents of toll-houses. 
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incidentals, printing, county cess, poor-rates, income-tax, 
&c., all which would cease on the abolition of the trust, 
and taking the items of labour, materials, carriage of 
same, &c,, the average, .£100 6s. 5d., together with the 
interest of whatever sum may be found to be the value 
of the debentures, would be the charge upon the barony ; 
and according to the evidence of Mr. Cooper (see page 
98), a competent authority, the assessment on the barony 
would be one penny in the pound for every £1 00, which 
would entail a tax of something less than Stf. in the 
pound on the valuation of the barony. 

Dundalk, Castledlaynet, and Caeeickmacross Trust. 

(See Notes of Evidence, page 1 to 7.) 

Length — 25 statute miles. 

Debt on debentures — £2,250. 

Arrears of interest-^None. 

Condition — ^“Bad," “dangerous’’ ; repaired by pre- 
sentment, &c. 

Income — Fallen away. 

'When trust will expire — 1861. 

This trust was constituted originally under 11 Geo. 
IV., 1 Wm. IV. c. cxii., for a period of thirty-one 
•years, which was amended by 11 and 12 Viet., c. I 
(1848), but without extending its duration. Under the 
amending Act, some attempt was made to increase its 
income, by repealing certain exemptions, as turf, fuel, 
&re. 

The preamble of the 11 Geo. IV. proves a condition 
of the country, and its wants previous to the opening of 
the railway, wholly at variance with its present state, as 
proved in evidence. It sets forth to the following effect, 
viz., that the trade and commerce of Dundalk,; being a 
seaport, had of late years considerably increased, and a 
large portion of the produce of the inland counties was 
transported thereto for exportation along the : roads 
between Castleblayney and Carrickmacross,. by reason 
whereof the said roads were in bad repair, > “ and the 
“ expense pf putting the said roads in complete repair, 
“ and keeping them in such repair, by .Graild Jury pre- 
“ sentments, would be extremely buithenseme to the 
“ holders of , land within the ■ baronies sofi the several 
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“ counties tlirougli which the said roads pass.” And 
then the trust is created under the Act, with the usual 
clauses, giving- powers to the trustees to demand and 
take tolls, and to borrow money on their security, giving 
special forms for such. Under section 50 of the Act, a 
provision to the following effect is made for payment 
thereof, vm. : — The trustees shall apply all moneys com- 
ing to hand in the following order; — 1st, the costs and 
expenses of the Act ; 2nd, the interest of money bor- 
rowed in pursuance of the Act ; 3rd, the expense of 
providing and erecting turnpikes, toll-honses, and other 
buildings, ami of repairing, widening, fencing, and main- 
taining and altering the said roads, and purchasing lauds 
for those purposes, and of erecting and maintaining 
necessary and convenient bridges upon the said roads, 
and of executing the several otlier powers and purposes 
of this Act ; and lastly, in reducing, paying oft; and dis- 
charging the several principal sums for the time being- 
due on such securities as aforesaid. 

This is the second of the three turnpike trirsts which 
o-we a debt. 

The money was lent on six debentures, varying in 
amount froiii £1,000 to £250 each, bearing interest at 
the rate of five per cent, per auumn, as detailed in 
Soliedule A 2, p. 00, and in Notes of Evidence, p. 5. 

There is fully as much difficulty in ascertaining the 
marketable value of the.se debentures as in the Carlow 
case. There are certainly no arrears due, but that 
is owing to the management of the trust, not to the 
solvency of the Hue. The cases seem nearly alike as 
to declining means, the difference exists in the dis- 
posal of the funds. In the Carlow case the road is 
first put, and kept in (jood condition, and is not allowed 
to be a charge upon the barony, after which the over- 
plus is distributed in part payment of interest of the 
debt. In the present case the interest is first paid, to 
the last penny, and then the officers, &c. ; and (to quote 
the words of a trustee, p. 6,) “lastly, the overplus ^if 
am/) is distributed upon repairing the ruts. The opinion 
of Messrs. Boyle, Low, and Co., as to the value ot the 
debentures, was the same as in the Carlow case. (See 

Schedule I) 4, p. 134.) p , , j j- 

All parties concur in their account oi the bad condi- 
tion of this line, and that it is at present a burthen upon 
the baronies for support, which, in the event of abolition 

c 
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of the trust, would fall as follows : — One-third on the 
barony of Upper Dundalk, ono-third on the barony of 
Louth, both in the county of Louth ; and one-third on 
the barony of Farney, in the county of Monaghan. This 
would entail an expense, according to Mr. Neville’s cal- 
culation, given in Schedule A 5, of something less than 
l^d. in the pound per barony, after deducting the ex- 
penses of salaries, incidentals, income tax, &c. 



Limerick to Newcastle and Chaeleville Trust. 

(See Notes of Evidence, pp. 83 to 88.) 

Length — Fifty statute miles. 

Debt, on Government Loan — £ 1,800. 

Arrears of interest — £360 to June 30th, 1856. 

Condition — “Generally bad;” last winter, “shame- 
fully bad.” 

State of income — Evidence of Treasurer — “We are 
insolvent.” 

When trust will e.'cpire — 1861. 

This was one of the trusts originally constituted in 
the reign of Geo. II., and continued by successive enact- 
ments, the last of which were 11 Geo. IV., 1 Wm. IV., 
c. xi., which will expire in 1861. 

Its present, compared with its past traffic, has been 
alluded to in page xv, ante. 

The debt was a loan of £2,000, advanced by the 
Board of Public Works to the trustees during the 
famine in 1846, on the faith of the tolls. A portion of 
the principal (£200) was paid, which leaves the debt 
£1,800 now; and interest, at the rate of five per cent., 
was paid for five years, but none was paid since 1851. 

This is the last of the three turnpike trusts upon 
which there is an incumbrance. 

The entire debt, with the arrears of interest, should 
be borne by the several baronies, together with the 
county of the city of Limerick, through which the roads 
pass, in due proportion, viz. County of the city of 
Limerick ; baronies of Pubblebrien, Lower Connello, 
Upper Connello, Clan william, Small County, and Coshma; 
and the assessment in such case will range from ^d. 
to \i. in the pound, after deducting salaries of secretary, 
treasurer, surveyor, rent of toll-houses, county cess. 
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poor-rates, quarry damage, attorney attending sessions, 
car-hire, security stamps, printing, stationery, advertis- 
ing, postage stamps, locks, glazing, &c., as set out in 
Schedule I) 1, p- 128, all of which amounted to the 
sum of £300 in the year ending 1st May,_1855, and to 
none of which the road would bo subject if maintained 
by presentment. 



Dundalk and Dunleee Tedst. 



(See Notes of Evidence, pp. 6 to 0.) 



Length — Twelve statute miles. 

Debts — None. 

Condition— “Very bad “dangerous.” 

State of income — “No funds; road prepared by 
presentment. 

When trust will expire— In 1859. 



This trust was constituted originally under & Geo. 
II , c. 15; and the last renewal was 1 and 2 Vic.,_c. 
Ixxiv., for a period of twenty-one years, which will e.xpu-e 
in 1859. It runs parallel and so close to the Belfast 
Junction Railway as to render the trust useless and 
iniurious. The cost of maintaining by presentment 
would be a fraction of a penny in the pound on the 
baronies of Ardee and Louth. 



Dundalk and Banbeidge Trust (S. Division). 

(SoG Notes of Evidence, pp. 7 to 9.) 

Length — Eleven and three-quarter statute miles. 

Debts — None. .r,- j i, j 

Condition— Two-thirds good, one-third bad. 

State of income — Balance of ^SOO m hand. 

When trust will expire — In 1863. 

The last Renewal Act was 5 and 6 Vic., c. Ixxvi., for 
a neriod of twenty-one years, which will expire m 1863. 

Sir John Macneil. who is a trustee, says that the toll 
is a mere local tax, imposed only upon parties “ 

the neighbourhood, and ought to he abolished, ibe 
maintenance of the line would cost the barony of Lower 
Dundalk about 0'41 of a penny -per acre. 
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Dundalk and Banbridoe Trust (N. Division). 

(See Soles of Evidence, pp. 0 to 25.) 

Length — Thirteen and three-quarter statute miles. 

Debts — None. 

Condition — “The very best;” “very nice order, &c.” 

State of income — Declining ; all busine.ss going off 
to railway. 

When trust will expire — In 1 864. 

This trust was originally constituted under 20 & 24 
Geo. III., c. 27, and renewed by 1 & 2 Geo. IV.. c. cvi., and 
afterwards by 0 & 7 Vic., c. xlviii., which will expire in 
the year 1864. 

Although the road is in good condition, yet the 
traffic has so much declined, owing to the proximity of 
the railway, as to leave no hope of future traffic to any 
extent. A witness remembered when there were ‘‘five 
or six coaches up, and the same down ; now there wa.s 
but one.” 

The salaries of treasurer, .secretary, surveyor, and 
overseers, on so short a line, is a wa.steful expenditure, 
divested of which, the cost on the baronies of Upper 
Newry and Upper Iveagh for maintenance, would 
amount to \d. and %d. in the pound respectively. 



Newrv, Armagh, and Chai!.i.kmont Trust. 

(See Notes of Evulonce, pp. .12 to 41.) 

Length — 25|- .statute miles. 

Debts — None. 

Condition — “Very bad;” “shameful;” “dangerous,” 

State of income — Insolvent. 

When trust will expire — In 1866. 

This trust was originally constituted under 5 & 6 Wm. 
IV., c. Ixvii., the preamble of which (see Notes of Evi- 
dence at p. 33) contains many conditions, none of which 
were fulfilled. 

The road is in such bad repair, and so lihivefsally 
condemned by the trustees, magistrates, grand jurors, 
farmers, and traders present, that it would be waste of 
time to comment on it. 
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The maintenance, if thrown on the baronies through 
which it passes, would, according to the county surveyor's 
c,i]eulation, add 2|d, per pound on Armagh barony, \d. 
on Lower Few.s, ■|i’/, on Lower Orier, and l-W. on "Upper 
Orier. 



L.tNBUXDGE AND BELFAST TeUST (S, DIVISION). 

(See Kotca of Evidence, pp. *23 to 32). 

Length — 14J .statute miles. 

Debts — None. 

Condition — •' In good order.’’ 

State of income — “ We are getting poorer every 
day” — (by a trustee). ” Not self-supporting.” 

When trust will expire — 18G.5. 

The last renewal of the Act is 4 & 5 W’'m. IV., c. 
Ixxiv., which was an aiuendment of 59 Geo. III., o. 
cxviii. ; and will expire in 1865. 

This and tlic forogoiiig trust form an exception to the 
general bad condition of the turnpike roads in the north 
of Ireland. 

The trustees seem to bestow more than ordinary 
attention on it, but still the income declines; audit will 
always be a road fit only for local use, since the intro- 
duction of the railway system. One gradient, called the 
Cairnbawm Hill, is one in twenty-five for a mile in length. 
There is a portion of the road at Hillsborough with an 
incline of one in eight, — (See County Surveyor’s Evi- 
dence, p. 31). 

In 1847, before the opening of the railway, the income 
from tolls was il,049 4s. 6d., which is also about the 
average of the preceding six years. From 1847 to 1854 
(the latest account given) the income shows a gradual 
falling away clown to ,£683 7«. 6(/. Mr. D. Lindsay, the 
trustee (see Evid., p. 29), was justified, therefore, in say- 
ipgj “We are getting poorer every year — there is no 
doubt of it.” 

The cost of maintaining this (after deducting salaries, 
^c.) would amount to Ifrf. in the pound on the two 
half-baronies of Lower, Iveagh, 
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Ahteim and Coleraine Trust. 

(See N'otes of Eyidence, pp. 54 to 57.) 

Length — 26 statute miles. 

Debts — None. 

Condition — Repaired by presentment. 

State of income — Declining. 

When trust will expire — In 1868. 

This trust was formed under 7 Wni. IV., I Vic., e. 
xli., and will expire in 1808. 

A Bill is before the House of Parliament, and passed 
a second reading, for abolishing this trust; and it received 
the unanimous approval of the trustees, magistrates, 
grand jurors, and cess-payers in the country through 
which it passes. The railway running close alongside 
utterly destroyed its traffic. 

Banbeidge to Beleast Trust. — 2nd Division. 

(See notes of Evidence, page 32, et seq.) 

Length — 10 statute miles. 

Debts — None. 

Condition — “ Fair.” 

State of income — Declining. 

When trust will expire — In 1865. 

This trust is held under 4 and 5 Wm. IV., c. kxiv., 
amending 69 George III., e. cxxviii. It must, however, 
be taken in conjunction with the Falls and the Malone, 
and the (Irumlin and the Hannahstown trusts, in order 
to make its case intelligible. 

Lisburn to Belfast, by the Falls. 

Length — 7 statute miles. 

Debts — None. 

Condition — Repaired by presentment. 

State of income — Insolvent. 

When trust will expire. — In 1868. 

This trust, together with the following, were consti- 
tuted under the same Act, 7 Wm. IV., c, 42, which will 
expire in 1868. 
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Lisburn to Belfast, by Old Malone. 

Length — 7 statute miles. 

Debts— IS one. 

Condition— Repaired by presentment. 

State of income — Insolvent. 

When trust will expire — in 1868. 

This trust was formed under the Act last above named, 
which, ill its preamble, recites the following, being a trust 
then recently formed. 



Cbumlin and Belfast Trust. 

(See Notea of Evidence, pp. 46 to 48 — 58, et sej.) 

Length — 9| statute miles. 

Debts — None. 

Condition— Repaired by presentment. 
State of income — Insolvent. 

When trust will expire — In 1866. 



This trust originated under 5 and 6 Wm. IV., c. 
ii. and will expire in 1866 ; and the facts set forth m 
its preamble, compared with what is given in 
under this Commission, sufficiently demonstrate the ne- 
cessity for its discontinuance : — 

“Whereas a considerahlo iateroourso at present exists between the 
town of Belfast and the town of Crumlm, in the county 
Ind the same would be materially increased if an easy and direct line 
of coiiinumiration were established between the said towns . And 
whereas such line, independently of opening to the marhet Belfast 
11,0 birire and eirteneive grain country which surrounds the town of 
Orum in would also have the eflect of establishing a direct intercourse 
betweSthe hough of Belfast and Lough Neagh and shortening con- 
• 1 1 1 r ^■L/^ r 1 i<?fnnce betwecu tlic town of Belfast and tlie town of 

road leading to Ballymena, Ballvnioney 
redSne and Londonderry : And whereas parts of the present hue are 
SmosUi^cessible by laden ears and carriages, the elevation in some 
places exceeding one foot in seven, &c. 

Aud then the trust is formed, as in like cases. 

The proofs are altogether tlie other way at present. 
Mr Ewart, a trustee of this line indirectly shows there 
is no traffic between Crumlm and Belfast, when he sajs 
there is but gate on it, and that gate was mfhma 
mile of Belfast ; and for such reason it was not a to foi 
the^ road, but a tax for going ^nio ^ Tvil 
^ Belfast. Mr. Linn, who lives about four miles from 
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Belfast, says that from his house to Boltust is used ten 
times more than from his house to Crumlin ; and he 
adds, that people from his neighbourhood do not go 
nuirh to Crumlin, except on a lair day (see page tiS). 

This line is still tui-ther entangled in the netu'Ork of 
turnpikes to which Mr. Woods alluded, wheii he said. — 
“ These roads are grouped togctiier, and presented a 
mass of confusion, obstruction, and a useless waste of 
money.” 

The Act 7 Wm. IV., e. xlii.. thus, in its preamble, 
leads to that confusioi\ ; nor does it satisfactorily appear 
upon what principle it was found necessary to connect 
these separate trusts, instead of forming all into one 
great trust, if combination of any kind were desir- 
able : — 

“ Wlieveas a great ami increasing cfiminorciul intercourse exists on 
tlie lines of roaii bct'^\’oen tlio town of Belfast ami the town of Lisburn, 
by the Old ^ralouo lload and by the Falls lload, and between the 
town of Belfast and the town of Cruuilin, by Castlerobin and 
Bandi'od." 

According to the evidence, this rvas all theory. There 
is great intercourse between Belliist and Lisburn by 
rail — scai'ccdy any by road — and never could have been 
on the Ca.stlerobbin and Dundrod road, on which the 
Dean of Ross says there is a gradient of mie in seven ! 
and that deniauing toll upon .such a line was enough 
to raise a rehellion among tlie ]>eople (page 27). Tliere 
could have been but little intercourse on tho Old 
Malone road, where the gradients, as given by Mr. 
M’Hugh, a profes.sional surveyor, are one in eighteen, 
one in thirteen and a-half, another one in ten ; where 
loads had to be diminished — where the horses frequently 
fell under them (page 71). Another witness, in refer- 
ring to these roads, says, they are grouped together, and 
present a mass of confusion and ohstruction, &c. But the 
emharrassment arises from a statute sanctioning three 
turnpike roads whereupon to travel from Belfast to 
Crumlin, a distance of about ten miles or under. There 
are also three similar lines from Belfast to Lisburn, and 
a railway runs parallel with them, and hetween them. 
The consequence is, that those roads become no longer 
general roads for traffic, but only fit for casual and local 
accommodation, and would he most useful in such way 
but for the obstruction caused by the gates. The distant 
travellers do not want them, and passing neighbours 
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avoid them. They are of no use. They are of positive 
injury. Connected with this portion of the subject is 
the last turnpike road on the list, which forms two 
other of the outlets of Belfast chargeable with toll. A 
reference to the nature of the preamble will assist in 
drawing- a conclusion as to the practical necessity at 
present for retaining that trust. 

Belfast to Anteim and Belfast to Caeeickfbrgus 
Trust. 

(See Notes of Evidence, pp. 48 to 54.) 

Length — Twenty-eight statute miles. 

Debts— None. . 

Condition— “Generally bad in winter; ‘getting 
worse for several years.” . , j x 

State of income— Declining ; balance in hands at 

When trust will expire — It expired in 1849, but 
has been since renewed by the Annual Acts. 

This trust was originally created under 9 Geo. IV., 
c. cxxi., for a period of twenty-one years, winch would 
have expired at the end of the session in 1849 but for 
the Annual Acts. 

The preamble recited in the usual torm 

"Whereas a, great and increasing mteiconi^ exists 
said town of Belfast and the said town of Londonderry; and whereas 
the roTd on a great part of tlie aforesaid line is hilly 
dions, and otherwise inconvenient for the speedy oonv^ance of H 
Majesty’s mail and for the commercial traffic existing npon it. 

It recites that the grand jury raised a considerable 
sum of money upon the county at large for carrying ou 
improvements for postal and other accommodation. 

It then recites great commercial traffic upon the 
Belfast and Carrickfergus line, &c., and then fornM a 

*™cUre*had been much opposition to the obtaining this 
Act originally in the reign of Geo. TV. were 

held in Belfast and m the county of Antrim, m lb47. 
the objects of which are set out in Mr. R. Lindsays evi- 
dence, at page 74. The exertions, althonghsteenuous,-were 
unsuccessful Other efforts were made, _at the expiration 
of the Act in 1849, in order to prevent its bang mcluded 
in the .aniiiial Turnpike Renewal Act, and have, since 
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been repeated, but witli the same want of success. _ The 
account of these attempts to get rid of the trust in the 
years 1850, 1861, 1852, 1863, &c., appears at pages 63, 
64, 76, 77, 112 to 116. Tlib trust, however, is gradually 
wasting away, nor are the trustees anxious about its 
continuance — at least, none attended the inquiry; but the 
officers attended and gave evidence. The secretary, in 
his evidence, admitted that although he said he had gone 
personally to Liondon about the continuance of the trust, 
at the desire of the trustees, yet they held no meeting ior 
the purpose of authorizing their officers so to do ; and 
whatever authority was given was in private conver- 
sation (see page 53). He also refused to produce his 
minute book, but subsequently exhibited a written paper, 
purporting to be signed on that day by a trustee, certify- 
ing it to be a true copy, which I refused to accept, on 
the ground that the book itself, being in his custody and 
power, was tbe*only fit test oi his accuracy. 

Public demonstrations, as given in evidence — the 
Sovereign of Belfast in the chair at the town meeting, 
and the Gustos Botulorim at the county meeting— deputa- 
tions repeatedly remonstrating with the trustees and 
the grand jury — petitions to the Legislature, a few of 
which are set out in Schedule B— the roads forming two 
of the six outlets which the county surveyor (page 44) 
states as stopping the people of Belfast from driving 
beyond 2^ miles without paying toll — the bad con- 
dition of those roads— the decaying state of their funds 

their ruined traffic — ^their annual cost on the county 

for repairs — their vexatiousness — their obstruction^ of 
intercourse, restraint of trade, hindrance of extension 
of the outlets of an advancing town, containing, by 
the last census, upwards of 108,000 inhabitants — 
all these things considered, added to what I am bound 
to notice— the Tittle interest exhibited by the few who 
favoured the system, and the paucity of trustees to be 
found amongst them — lead me inevitably to the con- 
clusion that these roads are more beneficial to those 
who receive than to those who pay; and that the entire 
of those surrounding Belfast are continued and sustained 
by the actmty and contrivance of a very small number 
wholly interested for themselves, opposed to very large 
numbers interested for the general welfare of society, 
as well as for their own. 
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In c6nclusion, I have to observe that the averment in 
the preambles of the original Turnpike Acts in Ireland 
(taken from that of their predecessor in England, 16 
Car. II, c. 1), and adopted in spirit in all subsequent Acts 
of a like nature— namely, that “ the ordinary course 
appointed by the Laws and Statutes of the Realm ” was 
insufficient for the purpose of maintaining a particular- 
line of road, has in no one instance been sustained ; but, 
on the contrary, -lias been wholly disproved by the evi- 
dence taken before me during the inquiry. 



The Remedy. 

Having given it as my opinion that the continuance 
of the turnpike system upon anjf of the roads under 
consideration is not only inexpedient but injurious, it 
becomes my duty to recommend that they be all 
kholished by statute, in like manner as others were 
abolished by the Act of last session, chap. 69. By which 
Act of simple abolition all will fall under the charge ol 
County Surveyors, and be repaired, by a tax on their 
respective baronies. 

Futueb Maintenance. 

Calculations are given in evidence, showing that the 
expense of maintenance can be borne by the baronies 
through which the roads pass, in every case by an almost 
imperceptible increase of their present taxation : such as 
i-d. in the pound, ^d. in the pound, up to the highest 
(Belfast), where calculations range between 4U, as 
kven by the supporters of the system, and l|d. and 
hfteen-sixteenths of a penny, as given by the opponents. 



Legislative Enactments. 

In the event of such Act not being passed from wha,t- 
ever cause, a short Act would be advisable to restrain 
waste or alienation for one whole year, with a clause 
restraining the trustees from letting or selling the tolls, 
under any new contract, or sale, or renewal of contract 
of sale, made after the passing of said Act. 

A clause would also be advisable compelling the 
trustees as soon as their present annual engagement with 
E treasurer determffies, to lodge all monies now or 
hereafter in their possession, custody, or pw®, m the 
Bank of Ireland, or one of its branches, to the credit 
of the trust, and requiring all drafts to be signed by 
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a certain number of trustees, ami the minute books, con- 
taining resolutions or orders therefor, to be open for the 
inspection of such official as may he found advisable to 
exercise control. 



An Annual Act unnecessaey bbtoee the Year 1859. 

As none of the trusts under consideration will expire 
before 1869, except the Belfast, Antrim, and Carrick- 
fergus, which, having expired already, has hut an annual 
existence by means of the Annual Turnpike Act, it would 
be advisable to abstain from passing such Act this ses- 
sion, but at the same time to render the trust amenable 
to the provisions of clauses of a like nature as the fore- 
going clauses, as recommended. 

This is a faithful report of the proceedings had in 
reference to the subject matter of this inquiry, and of 
the views and opinions that followed their consideration, 
all which I most humbly submit to your Majesty, in 
obedience to your Majesty’s most gracious command. 

In witness whereof I have hei’eunto set my hand and 
seal this 4th day of June, in the year of our Lord 185G. 

Edward Clements. (Seal.) 



Queen’s Inn Chambers, 

* Henrktta-street, jDuhlin. 
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DUNDALK AND CASTLEBLAYNEY TRUST. 

(25 Statute Miles.) 

Ddndaik Coort-Hoube, Febudase 26, 18o6. 
Eamilion MMatlie, Esq,, Thornford, Castleblayney, sworn. 



Is a Justice of the Peace and Grand Juror for the county of 
Monachan, in which lie is a landed proprietor ; Is particularly well 
acquainted with the turnpike road between Dundalk and Castleblayney. 

It is in shocking bad condition, espeoio.lly since the opening of the 
Dundalk and Enniskillen Railway, which runs parallel to it. 

Thinks the levying of toll on that road very prejudicial to the inte- 
rest of the surrounding country ; it prevents intercourse with large 

*°^he trafSo on the line is now so very trivial and local, that paid offi- 
cers are no longer necessary, and, in fact, their salaries swallow up a 
large portion of its income. _ j • ■ 

The general feeling of all parties acquainted with this road is in 
favour of abolishing the tolls, and maintaining the road by presentment ; 
the feeling refers to turnpikes generally. 

Is a large cess-payer, holding, as he does, about 600 acres of ms pro- 
perty in his hands, which he himself farms, and would be satisfied to 
pay additional assessment if the turnpikes were abolished. ^ 

The transmission of manure of all kinds, and also of fuel, especially, 
turf, which the poor people use, is severely taxed by tolls m that dis- 
trict- , , 

Tolls cost witness never less than £20 in the year, sometimes, per- 

They are very unpopular throughout the country, and all the people 
are most anxious to get rid of them. 



FAruary 26, 
1856. 

Hamilton 

Esq. 



John E. Hamon, Esq., sworn. 

Is secretary to the Dundalk, Castleblayney, and Carrickmaeross Turn- 
pike trust, a length of about twenty-five miles. ^ 

Believes the roads to be generally rn good repair. 

His salary is £31 5s. per annum, and regularly paid; his duties are 
to keep all minutes of meetings, and to siiinmcn in ease of special 

meetinas not in any other cases ; is not obliged at present to teavel, 

but shMld go round to the different toll-collectors if directed by the 
■Rnirrl • that was done for the purpose of checking the collectors 
accounts, but lately a new and improved form of ^ account has been pre- 
pared, which supersedes the necessity of those visits. 

Who devised that form, origin^y i 

Witness cannot exactly remember. 

Who was it that first suggested it % 



John B. 

R^on, Eiq. 
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not tell, but recollected often recommending to the 
trnsteea that something of the kind ought to be done. 

John H. The trust had six collectors, who were paid from fifteen to twenty 
Hnnson, Biq. shillings a-week, each ; it was not a per-centage, but a salary. ^ 

As to the abolition of turnpikes, ho would not himself wish them 
abolished, inasmuch as he would be a personal sufferer thereby unless 
he got compensation ; he heard some cess-payers object to maintaining 
the roads by presentment. 

About fourteen miles of this trust runs parallel to the railway ; there 
is now no public conyeyanoe between Dundalk and Oastleblayney 
although there had been such up to the opening of the railroad in 184y^ 
and since that period travelling has been greatly reduced ; the trust is 
occupied, for the most part, by local travellers j almost all the distant 
ones go by railway. 

Hands in documents. Schedules A 1 and A 2. 



®“hartBi>l(on, Bichard JBoltm, Esq., Castlering, in the county Louth, sworn. 

Lives close to the Dundalk and Carrickmacroas portion of this trust. 

The turnpike toll acts most disadvantageoualy to the county through 
which the road runs, and causes great expense to persons living on the 
adjoining lands; and, in a farming point of view, thinks tolls are inju- 
rious to the country's interesta. 

ITarmers in his neighbourhood go a longer and more hilly road, in 
many cases, to avoid the toll. 

It raises the price of fuel, both coal and turf. 

^ Farms himself about 300 acres of land, but it happens that his farin 
. IS not affected by the toll. 

It is levied on the transmission of cattle of all kinds — horses, cows 
sheep, pigs, &c. ’ 

As a cess-payer, thinks that if the tnrapikes were aholished, and the 
roads maintained by presentment, it would be more just than the 
present system, and would not object to it ; believes that to he the 
general opinion of the country round. 

Before the establishment of the railway in 1848 there was very 
great traffic on that trust, hut it almost all has fallen away since. 



Patrick Wynne, Esq., Dundalk, sworn. 

Was an original trustee under the Act 11 Geo. IV., or 1 Wm. IV. 

Eully concurs in all Mr. Bolton stated. 

At the time the trust was first formed, in 1830, the toll was a fair 
■ and just charge, hut since things changed, chiefly owing to railways, 
the toll is not equitable j believes that tolls are very unpopular through- 
out the country, and that the payment of them is evaded in all possible 
ways. 

Would wish for the abolition of tolls, and, although paying consider- 
able county cess, would have no objection to pay something more, and 
have done with the tolls ; it is a disagreeable sort of payment, and 
very generally so considered. 



JohnMurphy, Esq., Castletown, county Louth, sworn. 

Is a Magistrate of the county Louth; had been High Sheriff four 
years ago, and is a Grand Juror. 
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Thinks the trust in question, is not, in any way, beneficial to the 
country — quite the contrary. , . , , -n c. — “ 

Parmers who could deliver, suppose, three loads in the day, will otten, j„im Miirply, 
by going a round, in order to save payment of toll, deliver, perhaps, B'q- 
but two loads. j i. 

Toll was charged upon all cattle, and the owners drive them round by 
other roads to markets and fairs, to save turnpike, and, of course, they 
do not arrive so fresh as if they took the shortest line. 

Isa large cess-payer, and would prefer paying for the maintenance ot 
the roads through county cess. , , o t. j i 

Looking at the document handed in hy Mr. Eanson (marked bchedule 
A 1), and also that of the preceding year, it would appear that the 
salaries and collectors’ payments, and other expenses, bear much too 
large a proportion to the income received. 

Agrees in the views of the last two witnesses. . 

Wlien there are different turnpike roads in the same neighbourhood, 
but farmed out to different persons, as in the present case, the toll- 
farmers competed with one another. _ ,. . . 

Their competition engenders much bad feeling, and litigation arose 
and occupied the Petty Sessions Court repeatedly. For instance, one 
toll farmer lowers the toll below that of his neighbour, to induce peo- 
ple to give tUe preference to bis line. The toU farmer who does not 
lower the toll sets up a side bar, or side gate, to prevent persons from 
going off bis line without paying toll; when the country people come 
up and find a new gate established without any reasonable cause, they 
fOToe their way through, and then breaches of the peace occur at aU 
events, litigation of some sort before the Petty Sessions Court is sure 

to be the consequence. . . 

These roads are in vei-y had condition ; at one period, portions were 
in so dangerous a state, when the trust had no funds, that the Srand 
Jury had to pass a heavy presentment to repair the roads. 

It would be a great advantage to place those roads like the other 
roads, completely under the supervision of a responsible officer such as 
the County Surveyor. 

The Hon. Major Augustus F. Jocelgn, Dundalk, sworn. 

Was a Magistrate and Grand Juror of the county of Louth,^ and 

although notftrustee of that, but of a neighbouring trust, was dejous 
to record his evidence in favour of the abolition of tolls on the roads m 
question believing the turnpike system very injurious to the ““‘Y' 

’ H int’erfered directly with the transmission of the produce of he 
couX into the larger towns, and thus very much prejudiced tho: 

'"ie^:ugrt\^ and it would be a great change 

for the better if the roads were placed in the hands of the County, 

Officer and treated and maintained as the other county roads. 

Prom ht Lowledge of the feelings of the people, he oo^ld confi- 
dently state that such was the aniv^sal opinion of the country. 

A?a magistrate, he had been officially cognizant of *0 fac‘. that 
br^ohes of the peace occurred at the side_ gates upon their having 
Len unexpectedly (although perhaps not quite illegally) erected. 



Hon. Major 
Augustus F. 
Jocelvn. 



John J/eviUe, Es^., Dundalk, sworn. 

Was County Surveyor of Louth for fifteen years, and was weU 

acquainted with the roads comprised in this trust. ■ 



John NeTiile, 
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™ 18 -? ■>.“* ’^8 pressed to give an opinion upon their present 

condition, they being under the care and management of a professional 
John N«»ille, gentleman. 

E»q. Considers the system of tolls wholly nnsnited to the present wants 
of the country, and involving too heavy an expenditure upon a staff 
which the business of a trust required. ’ 

Although himself a paid Surveyor of the Dundalk and Dunleer trust 
at a salary of £25 per annum, which he, of course, would lose in the’ 
event of the trust being abolished, yet, as a professional man of some 
little experience, he did not hesitate to say that the turnpike system 
was mjuriou.5. The expenditure on a staff frequently amounted to 
40 or 50 per cont.^ of the tolls, thus leaving too small a balance for 
keeping the roads in proper order. 

Last year or tlie year before, a portion of that trust was in such bad 
condition, that the Grand J ury granted a sum by presentment to repair 
It, which sum was never repaid by the trust, neither indeed was it 
expected when granted. 

The trustees have done nothing to improve their roads by cutting 
down hills, filling up hollows, &c,, though such were required and 
although the Gmnd J ury under witness’s advice, did so to roads nearly 
parallel to the trust, to the amount of several thousands of pounds. 

Some of the hills on this trust were cut down, and hollows filled up 
by the Grand Jury for the convenience of the public. ^ 

The public paid for those improvements, and were never remunerated. 

Of course the trustees were aware of the improvements. They 
looked on, and neither objected nor assisted. 

Witness had been himself stopped at the side bars above alluded to 
when on duty as a County Officer. ’ 

The demand of toll came on him by surprise, but ho paid sooner 
than trouble himself further about the matter. Others did not pay 
and unpleasant matters arose therefrom. 

^ The average amount of mileage under repair in the county of Louth 
IS about 504. The average repair within the last year is ten-pence 
per perch, per annum. It had been eight-pence, but labour incre^ing 
in value in the last few years made the difference. 

Hands in documents marked Schedules A 3, A 4. 



Cbfcrlea 

M'Habon, 



Charles M‘Mahon, Esq., Solicitor, Dundalk, sworn, 

^ pows the roads comprised in- this trust. Prom Dundalk to Car- 
riekmacross the road is in very bad condition, and has been so for 
several years. 

oftra" particular, as he has occasion to use it very 

Knows from his professional intercourse, and otherwise, that the 
public generally consider the existence of turnpikes in the county of 
Louth as a very great nuisance. 

The necessity for them has ceased to exist, owing to throwing open 
the intercourse of the county by the railways. 

The traffic has fallen away. 

The carnage of coal along the road to the distillery of Messrs, 
^rtlan and Sons, Oarrickmacross, once yielded an income in tolls of 
ar^rrfeTby annum-now it yields nothing. The coals 

Witness gives this as but one item of many. 
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I<'gbruary 2S, 
1856. 



Alaander SheUeton, Esq., Dimdalk. sworn. 

nose of rSg a fund for the formation of the road originally, and, 
perhaps, for payment of the expenses of obtaining the Act of Parlia- 

nient, and for other expenses. . , j. * <*9 ^nf> 

The debentures outstanding against the trust amount to £2,5o0, 

viz.: 1 Debenture of iei,000 

1 3^0 

1 , 330 

1 >> 350 



Self, 

liord Roden, 
LordBlayney, 

^larquess of Bath, . 
Executors of James Johir 
stoa, Esq., 

James Giligau, 



250 

250 

£2,650 



Theintereet on these debentures has been regularly paid by the 
trustees, and they have notsnfered any arrears to accrue. 

They are worth their full value. 

Never offered them for s.ale. 

Never knew any of them m the market. 



FaUich Jaores Byrne, Esn„ Crown Solicitor, Llsnavilly, county Louth, 

Is also a director oi the d ^T._-iim.ble condition, and their exist- 

. ”:s;r - - 

Believes that ^ „hcli opposed to the turnpike system, 

in the county of ^ aLlition, notwithstanding any 

that they would not J ,jy^ould entail, 

Tdllslar^ronlu Ue,borsL, cows, sheep, pigo, &c., andon aU 

payment is Zu 

can be more unfair and u T ‘ repeated cases of assaults and 
Is aware, as Crown pr . ^ liefore the Bench, arising from tho 

breaches of the peace Z\"Xfced^“iie gates, 
mode of exactions oi P believe in the justice of the tax ; at 
The people canno ho ,.l,,,i ?.„expectodly erected 

all events, J perhaps, according to the strict letter of 

That erection may oiul like extortion, 

the statute, hntitlooks uuj ‘ y|,, tbe traffic would increase. 

If the loads were opened ^ 

In fact, the abolition ott^k^ P Dundalk 

to the encouragemeni, ot traoe 

as well as the ‘°'™m,fferbvtheabolitioii, it would he the railway ; 

If any interest were to ^ ^be case, for, ultimately, the 



PatrickJuQ&e 
Byme, Eeij. 
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gV 26,. He took that view as a railway director. 

— : The trustees never did anything in the way of improvement, by 

P»triekJsme! Cutting down hills, &c. ; and from the difficulty, or rather impossi 
Byrne, E.,, hility, of getting up meetings of the Board, and the little attention 
bestowed on business whenever the Board did meet, witness had no 
confidence whatever in such kind of management. 

The officials seemed to care nothing about the roads, beyond the 
ootainins; their salaries quarterly. 

The surveyor of the roads never suggests improvements, hut simply 
confines his operationa to occasionally filling the ruts on the road. 

Believes it very likely the interest on the debentures is paid, and that 

no arrears are due ; the habit of the trustees always has been to pay 

1st, the salaries ; 2nd, the interest on the debentures j 3rd, and lastly 
to distribute the overplus (if any) upon repairing the ruts. ’ 

Hever heard of the debeutures being in the market. 

Believes, if offered for sale, they would not have commanded sufficient 
of public confidence to bring any thing like a good price. 

W ould himself hesitate a long time before ho would offer any thing like 
their alleged or supposed value. ® 



Jobt Patrick 
K«ll7, Egq. 



John Narille, 
Eiq. 



DUNDALK AND DUNLEER TRUST. 

(12 Statute Miles.) 

John Patrich Keliy^ Esq., Dunleer, sworn. 

Is manager of the estates of Lord Bellow and his hrother, Mr. R. 
Montesqmen Bellew, as well as of other proprietors in the county of 
Louth, and other counties. ^ 

Is an original trustee of the trust, under 1 and 2 Tie., cap. Ixxiv., 
but lor years has taken no active part in its management 

It would not tend to the advantage of the county to eontinne it longer- 
its time has gone by, and people generally — cess-payers inclnded — think 
It a gneTOnce to have to pay toll going into the market of Drogheda 

or into Dunleer, when its necessity has ceased to exist. 

Is one of the largest cess-payers in the neighbourhood, and would be 
better satisfied to pay his share of the maintenance of the road in county 
cess than pay in toll. ^ 

That feeling is shown by all the cess-payers. 

Believes that Lord Bellew and his brother are of that opinion, and 
are most anxious for the abolition of all the turnpikes in the ueighbonr- 

Lord Bellew was then in England, or he would have attended in 
person. 

John A eoUlOj Esq., County Sin-veyor, re-examined. 

Is surveyor of the trust, and, is paid his salary of £25 whenever 
the trustees can be got to meet ; it is a matter of great difficnlty to 
bring together the requisite number of five to form a Board. 

It would be better to abolish the trust and throw the repairs on the 
barony. ^ 

The trustees want funds, and so the road, for its entire length- 
twelve statute miles— is in very bad condition, and the Grand Jury 
gave two presentments to keep it commonly passable, especially the 
portion passing through the street of Dundalk. ' ' 
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John NovUls* 
Esq. 



Hon. Major 
A. F. Jocelm. 



Alexander 
Shekleton, Eiq. 



Notes of Evidence. 

They also passed a presentment to repair a bridge at Dundalh, a part 

°^THesuptrintendenoe of witness alone over tte line costs tie trust - 

riebt of £7 000 or nrore but 
the trustees deny the debt, and it was not set forth m their new Act, 

Hands in documents marled Schedules A 5, A 6. 

Hon. Major A. F. Jooslyn re-examined. 

+1,0 -nimleer Trust— Part of the line is the main street of 
■n ri IV wTirl it was left in eo bad and dangerous a condition that the 
cmintfharbl^nXg^^^^^^ the last two years, in self-defence, to grant 

presentments for its repair. 

DUNDALK AND BANBEIDGE TRUST- 

Southern Division. 

(11| Statute Miles) 

Alexander Shehleton, Esq., re-called. 

•r , A Hands in the document marked Sche- 

duL“ A r^Tteue representation of the state of the accoun^ showing 
^balLe in hand of £864 lOr. 4d for the 7 .™ J'^ing the 5th 

miles, 

ist cla^'olie gjiuy of the cou nty of Lonth. 

PhUip Skelton, '&n-> Highlands, Dundalk, sworn. 

Is surveyor to this line, for which he gets a salary of £40 per 

“Tl”’r"afis aL^t ‘iven and three-fourth statute miles, and in very 

"“pt^taslt-The carriage of lime has been latterly very consider- 
“m "alnm, for repairs, is about 

^'T\';fTsw?:honr including salaries, or establishment, or incidental 

The trust is not in want y the Banbridge and 

HewrrS' tis tho^nt' teltTlength. hut is under a different 
Act of Parliameut. . , «/lviRp the trustees as to the 



Philip Skelton, 



ilip SV; 

Eiq. 
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8 tm-npilce Inquiry, Ireland. 

P‘l>rua,, n. the accounts of the worknion ; employ or dismiss them, and pay them 

their wages when ordered so to do by the trustees. ” ^ 

Ptilir Skeli™, The whole of the money paid to the workmen passes ihrounh his 
Esq. lie gives in a proper account tliereof to tlio Board. ^ 

There is .a balance of £800 odd now in the hands of the'trnstees 
which might be most usefully expended by them in "■enerul imntl.fi 
ments, and would relieve tL cLnty at^^large in tt ™Lt 7th" 
maintenance of ihe road being done by presentment. 



Hon. Major 
A. P. Jocelyn. 



Hon. Major A. F. Jocelt/n re-examined. 

Is a trustee of this road, and would wish to see the toll abolished. 

It presses most unfairly, particularly upon people coming into 
Bundalk from Carlmgford, a distance of fifteen miles. Those people 
T.‘ iwfi’ presentment road for thirteen and a-half miles free 

ot toll (they support it by county oess), and then for one and a-half 
miles they have to pay toll. That is not equitable. 

The average cost per mile for the last four years, had been £50 per 
annum, including salaries and incidental expenses, but not includm? 
the payment of collectors, which for eleven and three-fourth miles 
amounts to £104 per annum. That, if added, would raise the mileage 
to £59 per annum. ° 

numbers the maiutenance of the staff came to about one- 
third ot the whole income. 

Agrees with last witness that the balance in the hands of the 
treasurer might be ^ost advantageously laid out on the road, so as to 
deliver it up in good heart and condition to the count3'. 
turnpH-ftouT^^^ evidence aa to the expediency of abolishing all 



Sir Jobs 
Macneil. 



Sir John Macneil, Mountpleasaut, Dundalk, sworn. 

Is a magistrate of this county, and is a trustee of this road, 
is a eivil engineer. Thinks about two-thirds of the road in good 
condition. Both ends are good-the centre bad. ® 

As to the abolition of turnpikes on that road, he wonid gladlv oontr! 
bnte his share to the maintenance of the line if tolls weretbol4ed.* 

‘“ ^150 per annum in county cess. 

livf^ in the tVhtu^^^^ “P- 

There are now no public conveyances on the line, with the excention 

mifwfv 7^ opening o^f the 

railway it was crowded with them. poumg oi me 

With respect to tlie distribution of the maintenance of the line upon 
the ratepayers in the event of abolition, it would be a mere trifle. ^ 

T o is 202,335. 

The numbei of miles repaired by the county is 500. These are 

pM annuT'' “s- S'*- per mile, 

£5^p’‘er‘cen7'‘'' foreman, &c, being about 

valufof fabom°o‘; consequence of the increased 

value ot labour, at £6.000 per annum, that would give for the acreable 

7^ a^d one si^t“^ gonerally, for maintenance of aU the roads, about 

ahonUrrS;.‘’Lgl1s7’‘"'"‘‘ ■” 
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Notes of Evidence. ^ 

Tl.a,t six inllss,if thrown on the county at large for repairs, say 
Is. Sd. per perch, would cost £120 per annum, which sum spread orer 
202 336 acres, would he the 0-142 of a penny per 

The barony in which the road stands, contains 68,360 acres, and if 
the maintenance of tl.e six miles were thrown on the barony, the 
charge would be the 0-41 of a penny per acre. „ , , , 

The cost of this line of road, without including collectora fees, is 
about £o0 per mile, per annum. 

Including collectors’ fees, then, about £59 or -*oU. 

In the county of Louth, most particularly, all the railways run 
narallel to, and in most instances olo.se to, the turnpike roads, so that 
the demanding of toll on such roads, is not only unnecessary but also 
iniudicious, and serves as a severe local tax upon tbe inhabitants. _ 
\here is a very general feeling throughout the country, which 
nowlisre seems to be questioned, that road toll is a grievous local tax, 

and ought to be abolished. , i 

Tamiers passing from the neighbourhood of Carlingford and Cooley 
to Dundalk, are in the habit, in order to save payment of tol , of 
crossing an arm of the sea, called Ballymasoanlan Estuary. Within 
the last month, whilst a party was so crossing, the tide rose, and two 
persons wero drowned, and also the horse was drowned. 

^ People go very far, and lose their time for sake of evading payment 

of road tolls. 



DUNDALK AND BANBEIDGE TRUST— 

Northern Division. 

(13J Statute Miles.) 

Banbuiboe, FEBanARr 39, 1836. 

Mr Joseph, Carsaell, Shankill, county Down, sworn. 

Knows the abovenamed trust. The road is about ten Irish miles 
in length, and kept in the very best condition, 
k/s abont nine or ten pounds per ycai^ 

•'^Ttrrrtely'i- ;:-rhre«rT^^ speak but are against 
tolls except presentment, is a far more 

Is acquainteu maintenance falls on the 

being at prcsei t . . through which it passes. 

a paid overseer, and four paid 

Peonle think that unnecessary waste ot money. ^ j r.. 

Tolf was charged for cattle, horses, cows, sheep, pigs, &c. , and f 
all uks of manure, ob dung, lime, ic. Also on fuel. 

Nothing was exempt. 



Mr. Josepit 
CiMwell. 
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10 Turnpike Inquiri/, Ireland. 

Wn«i^2S, Cross-examined. 

mV,. expense of keeping up a oonntr 

M^Josetih road per mile, per annum. ® ^ 

“'"1 • Nor what was the expense of keeping up the turnpike road. 

Me-examined. 

The traffic on the line is purely local— chiefly the produce of the 
country, and also coal brought into and left in the neighbourhood. 



John Temple John Temple Reilly, Esq., j.p., d.l., sworn. 

Keilly, Esq. ^ trustee of this line of road, but not particularly attentive. 

The Board ought to meet once a month, but latterly got no summons. 
There was a notice usually in the newspaper, and perhaps that 
might be intended as a summons. ^ 

Bid not know what might be the annual receipts of the trust but 
the road was in particularly good order. ^ 

They had a treasurer, secretary, and surveyor. 

Was of opinion that it was advantageous to the public to continue 
the turnpike system on that road. 

His chief reason was, that under such system, the person usinir the 
road, paid for it. ® 

Considered that the person who owned the horse and the wheels that 
injured a road, was the only person who used the road. 

A loaded cart injured a road much more than an empty one It 
was in great part, therefore, the load in the cart that did the injury. 

That load might bo tho property of a consumer, or of a purchaser 
or jointly of both. ^ ’ 

Where cattle or goods that pay toll on a road, meet with others in 
the market who pay none, of course they cannot be said to stand on 
equal advantages towards each other. 

Does not know whether there be a balance in hands, or whether the 
trust be in debt. 



Cross-examined. 

People try to evade the toll whenever they can, and often go round 
by an inferior and more hilly road to avoid payment. Has often done 
so himself. 

Does not think the toll is equitably charged; for instance — cattle 
passing but for a short distance, or farming manure or implements 
ought to be exempt. ^ * 

Cattle on their way to markets and fairs are brought round by a 
hilly or bad road to avoid tolL ^ 

Re-examined. 

They stand on that account less fresh in the market than if they 
had gone on the good road. ^ 

Is faronrahle to the turnpike system, because the first class county 
roads cost considerably more than the turnpike, and are not kept in 
any thing like as good repair. As an instance • ^ 

(nottcLXf sXrLl>“^ F- ““““ 

The county roads _cost more. First, as an instance :_The road 
Newtownards, about seven miles, costs at the rate 

lffine?hL"a^5oWTOster^^ ™ “ 

Prom Lisburn to Moira, about five miles, costs f94 per mile per 
annum. * > r 
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FAruan 

183 ^ 



29 , 



James Quinn, 
Escj. 



It bad been previously a turnpike road, and wben it was tWn j, 

upon the county, it was given up m very bad condition. It was 

°'fbT?oarfom NeliTto^ say twenty-two Irish miles, 

cost between £1,600 and £2,000, say about £90 odd, per mile. 

Re-examined, 

Does not attribute the goodness of condition of tbe turnpike road, 

‘If M we“b« would increase, unless allowed 

H?o'pinion is very decided, that it would be of no advantage, either 
to the public or to the farmers, to abolish the toll. 

James Quinn, Esq., J.P., Dromore House, sworn. 

Isa Justice of the Peace and landed proprietor in the county of Down, 
i'arms some of his own property himself, about 350 acres. 

Tbe road is, no doubt, in very good condition. 

Is not a trustee of that, but is a trustee of the Banbridge and Belfast 

^''roll^on a road is an nnequal and unjust mode of assessment. 

The grounds of that opinion are ;-Tbat people who pay county 
cess do^so for the general repair of all the roads to which that cess is 
anniied. Many of those roads so repaired, they never use, peikaps 
neW sLw When they go to use a turnpike road they another 
to to pay, and when they go to market thp meet persons who have 
gone there without using any turnpike road. 

Tbnao men do not meet on equal terms. , , , j i n 

The to is extremely unpopular, and disliKed, and hated by al 

parties throughout the country. 

Mr. George Lynn, Banbridge, sworn. 

Carries on the provision trade in Banbridge, and farms about thirty 

“ The" S in very good condition on H for his horse and 

Sis 7“ do ?oTtte to p^ay toll al soon as they leave their haU- 

coming— ran on the road ; ^ a^Uishment of the rail,way, 

large or public nature. 

Mr. Cinries , 

•down:Sitord^nowt“wL^^^^^^^^^ 



Mr. George 
Lynn. 



Mr. Chaile® 
M‘Orory. 
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M™ 28 , Sidm the payment of toll, as all the people he is acquainted with 
IfcO. consider it a peat nuisance and a useless burthen ; people^suspect there 
IS a good deal of tbe income wasted, ^ ® 



Mr. James 
Card. 



Mr. James Ca?’t^, .Banbndge, sworn. 

Carries on the timber ami coal trade, in Baribridge ; has two horses 
^ drawing upon this line, for which he pays about £15 a-year 

Objects to the turapifce system, as not giving a man value for what 
he pays j and that is the general opinion of all the people of intelli 
gence, as far as he can learn. ■“ 

The only fuel used in the country is coal, and the tolls are a heavy 
f X upon It, especially to the poor ; the rich people escape that tax by 
bringing up their fuel in boats. r i. uy 



March 15, 
1856. 

Wm.B.GIenuTi 

Esq. 



NEWRY AND BANBRIDGE TRUST— 

Second or JVorthem Division. 

(13J Statute Miles.) 

Newev, Makoh is, 1856 . 

Wm. S. Glenny, Esq., Newry, sworn 
turnpL‘rtusr’'°“'‘' northern division of the Newry and Banbridge 

In length— wanting two or three chains, 

in tue year ISol, the income was £631 15s. lOd. 

In the year 1852, the income was £583 195. 

In the year 1853, the income was £480 10s. 

In the year 1854, the income was £448 0# 

Each year ending on the 31st of December! 

ihere are no debentures, mortgages, annuities, bonds or debtor nf 
against this trust. ^ ’ 

The balance in hands, on the 31st ofDecembcr, 1854, was £704 5s 9d 

The balance on the 4th of the present mouth of March, was £605 17 j 
for ft determined to expend the balanceTn bulk bui 

^ 1 W I ^^“i expenditure has been exceeding the income 

—(hands in a balance sheet, marked Schedule A 8\ • +N,ix « , ^ Income 

for the four ye.ars ending the 31st of Decembtf IsVd waS ir™/ 

rate « £503 1 L at the 

rate ot ±3j Us. per mile per annum, inoluding everv ohart’e sal-n-ics 

b, .U.I, r 
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There is a slight diminution in the income in 1852 and 1853, and in 15 , 

1854 the expenditure exceeds the income ; this year the income is 1856. 
just equal to the expenditure. Wm.B.GUany, 

The income is gradually diminishing ; there were some coaches on es?. 
the road, which have disappeared since the opening of the railway, and 
there is a decline in the posting, both of which circumstances hare 
tended, very considerably, to diminish the income. 

The reduction in the rate of tolls, say from to 6d. was made in 
the winter of 1851 ; the alteration did not entail any expense in the 

collection. . i i 

The railway is sufficiently near to the road to affect it, and to take 
off the passenger traffic. 

My opinion' is, that it would be more desirable that the line, as_a 
turnpike road, should not he abolished, as T believe it can be kept in 
better order, and cheaper than if thrown on the county ; it is now a 
self-supporting road. I have been informed the county surveyor states 
that he could not keep the road in the same repair as it is now. I have 
seen the other roads around kept by the county, and not one of them 
is in such good order. 

I also form my opinion from the comparative cost of other roads, 
at least as I see it stated in the papers in the evidence on this inquiry ; 

I refer to the general leading roads. 

About five trustees generally attend, and three form a quorum ; 
they meet very regularly. 



Major Eenry Waringj J.P., sworn. 

I a.m a magistrate of county Down, and live in Newry ; and am one 
of the trustees of this road. 

I am decidedly of opinion that it would be more advantageous to the 
public to continue this as a turnpike road, as the Grand Jury law at 
present stands ; a great part of the objection to the abolition of turn- 
pikes generally, might be obviated under another system with regard 

to county roads. , , , . r t i 

I don't give an opinion upon all trusts, hut upon this, for I know some 
roads, in which I think the turnpikes might be continued. I think 
the county surveyor and his assistants have too large a district to 
supervise to do their duties effectually- ^ , i 

The county roads have not the advantage of skilled labour as we have, 
for we employ the same men on our roads for years, and they heeome 
very expert in repairing roads ; whereas, oontoctors of county roads 
have not such skilled labourers, genemlly speaking. 

I think the county surveyor and his assistants at present have quite 
too much to do. The trustees lowered the tolls 
the sum which we had on hands justified us, and subdivided it, as 
described, because we tliougbt it was more 

I don’t think we could spare any of the paid officers, but if the Ac 
permitted ii, the offices of treasurer and secretary ”>8^ 

Lted ; one person could, in my opinion, discharge the duties of 
secretary and toasnrer, but the Act stands in the way ; we could not 
do without the surveyor. 



Maj or Htnry 
Waring, J.P. 



Mr. James Greer sworn. 

I reside in Newry. lamafairaer; and amnotatrnstee. Iboldland 
tothe extent of from ISO to 170 IiLffi acres; it is almost all tillage or 

meadow., 



Mr. Jamu 
Grur. 
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Afoi-oi 15, I constant occasion to use this road, and do so every day with 
l()o6. horses and carts. I generally use about an Irish mile of the road— the 
Mr. Jaie. °“® My horses and carls go through the other gates 

cireor. Very fieldom, indeed, perhaps not once in twelve months. 

I have perceived a decline in the traffic on the road since the opening 
of the railway to Belfast. ^ ° 

_ I was very glad of the reduction of the tolls, because I thought it 
just ; and I thought the subdivision of the road still more just, because 
you pay for only what you travel on. 

By the change, the amount of tolls which I paid was reduced more 
than two-thirds. I pay about £6 county cess for Down : I pav cess 
also for Armagh. ^ •' 

^ I would be for the continuance of the present trust ; I don’t see how 
it could be in better hands, or better eared. I think the road would be 
in better condition if left as it is, than if thrown on the county. 

I dont know what the cost of any county road is per mile. 



Esq" ’ IJiUip Skelton, Esc^., Highlands, Dundalk, sworn. 

I am surveyor of this line at a salary of £40 per annum which is 
regularly paid. ’ 

I am also surveyor of the southern division of the line from Newry 
to Dundalk, and I have given evidence with reference to that line 
already. 

The condition of the road under inquiry is good. 

I am of opinion, decidedly, that the trust ought not be abolished 
because the trustees are all for it, and take a great interest in its’ 
management. I think Mr. Glenny has given you correct evidence as 
to the length of the road, and the cost per mile j his whole evidence is 
correct, as far as I believe. 

The general traffic on the road is diminished since the opening of 
the railway, equally as much upon this as the southern division of 
the line. - 

I never applied to the county to assist in keeping it in repair, nor 
Jias any one eke. £ o . r / 

I am surveyor thirty-three years. 

There was no application hy the trustees to the county to out down 
hills or fill hollows ; hut about twenty-five years ago the county nre- 
sented for the cutting down a hill in the town of Eanbridge. ^ ^ 

i did not recommend the trustees to apply any part of the balance 
to make permanent improvements, as I thought it might be wanted for 
the repair of the roads, or to lessen the amount of the tolls, 

do not reside’'Cre!'‘‘''“’‘" this county is, as L 

I give a monthly report to the Board, and advise as to works neces- 
sary to be done ; I certify the overseer’s accounts for the payment of 
the men and the materials, previous to payment by the treasurer. 



James Twigga, 

Ciq. 



James TwiggSy Esq., Newry, sworn. 

I “4 have beeu for better than siv years. 

I apee with the wlmle of the evidence given by the other witnesses 
and there is no part of it from which I differ ^ itnesses. 
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Notes of Evidence. 

There is another turnpike on the south side, but not belonging to this M<mh 15, 
trust, and one on the west side. 

The one on the south side is about a mile and a-half from the town, Twigje, 
and the one on the west, which is under the Newry and Oharlemont Esg. 
trust, is less than a mile. 

I think the line under consideration ought to be continued ; I don’t 
think it could be so well kept if the trust was abolished. 

There is no turnpike on the east side. I don’t think the part of 
that road which I haye seen is in half as good condition as our own, nor 
do I think there is so much traffic on it. 



John Gordon, Esq., Sheepbridge, Newry, sworn. 

I know the road leading to Downpatrick, where there is no turnpike ; 
it is not in half as good condition as the line under the management of 
the trustees ; all the roads around, that are under the trust, are in tole- 
rably good condition. 

I am decidedly fayourable to the continuance of the turnpike trusts. 
I am one of the trustees of this trust, and attend regularly the meet- 
ings of the Board ; I am not a trustee on the other lines. 

My reason for supposing it would be better to retain the trust is, that 
the county roads I see are so much inferior to out own line ; we haye 
no object but to have a good road, whereas in the county there is too 

much jobbing and not sufficient supervision. 

I think there is more attention paid, in consequence of the immediate 
controlling influence of the trustees, than in county roads where so much 

attention is not given. , * 

I think I might come off cheaper if the road was under the county, 
but I would rather see the present system and have a good road tor 
myself and family-at least, I would rather run the nek under the 

’^TTo*nTe™actly know what I pay now, but when the toll was 7M I 
used to pay a good deal of money ; the tolls on this hue ate now under 
the management of the trustees. 

I pay from £4 to £6 a-year for the trust. , r 

There is no clause in the Act enabling any one to compound for the 
payment of toll for a year, but the contrary ; when the tolls were 
leased out I used to contract. 



John Gordon, 
£sq. 



Samuel Parsons, Esq., Templegowran, Newry, sworn. ’ 

I . am trustee of this Mne ; I live on the Do^patrick side of the 
town, about two miles from Newry, and I pay a heavy couuty cess for 
a wretchedly had road, which is the leading road from N ewry to Down- 
natriok thme is a quarry for the purposes of the road between my 

Luse and the town, in which there are very had materials, and, when 

snread it does not sometimes last a fortnight. 

It is the general opinion that the state of the Grand Jury law, in 
this respect, if very deLtive ; if the law is not altered, that road wiU 
IfRTit in renair in my opinion j I have spoken to the County 
“u~t'^l to asSut latter often-hut they can 

do little, so long as the Grand Jury are bound to accept the lowest ten- 

i. p»p*' 



SuauelPanoni, 
Esq. 
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March IS, principal leading street in Newry is also maintained by the trust, and 
1856. is always kept in the finest condition. 

William B, Glenny, Esq., re-examined. 

This lino passes through two baronies of this county ; the portion 
we are in is the barony of Newry. 

If the sum expended by the Turnpike Board were thrown on the 
county for that road, and if there were no mail car running, the addi- 
tional cess would be nearly one-fourth. 

Out of tlie £593, average expenditure, £124 would fall on the 
barony of Newry, and would thus add nearly a fourth to the amount 
of the county cess paid at present. 



mWRY AND RANBRIDGE TUmi—Second mvision. 

Fmiker hK^uiry. 

March 20, Newr-t Court-Hotjse, Maroh 20, 1856. 

1856. * ’ 

Mr. Thomas Ikomas Grcer, sworn. 

Greer. I reside in the parish of Donaghmore, in the barony of Upper Iveagh, 
Upper Half ; I hold land there, and pay county cess, about two guineas 
a year for that barony ; I also pay cess in that barony of Newry. 

I am acquainted with the turnpike road from this to Banbridge j it 
is about ten and a-quartor Irish, or fourteen English miles. 

There are three gate.s on the direct line, and one side gate, the 
nearest gate is about 100 perches from where we are. 

A horse and cart pays '2d. passing through that gate , he can go five 
Irish miles or so for that, and would have to pay again, to go furthei', 
another 2d., and 2d. more to complete the ten and a-quarter miles, 
that 18 6d in all. 

I am of opinion that the tolls should he abolished, in justice to the 
cesS'payers, for I don’t think it right that the cess-payers should be 
paying tolls and contributing at the same time to the support of the 
mail car roads in the county of Down. 

I am aware that, if the turnpikes were abolished, the maintenance 
of the roads would fall upon the cess-payers, and amongst others, upon 
t ^ aware^ that, as long as the mail car remains on it, 

hall the expense of repairing it would come oflf the county at large, and 
the other half off the barony. 

I have looked over the warrant for the county, for the year 1855, 
and It appears that the baronies of Newry and XJpper Iveagh, Upper 
H^f, are subject to the large sum of £2,605 9s. Ud. for mail car roads ' 
not conuected with those baronies ; you may add to that £323 I9s. 
lor the roads which run through those two baronies ; this calculation is 
lor bpring and Summer, 1855. It would be satisfactory to myself, and 
0 ners who pay toll on that road, to know what are now the establish- 
ment charges on it; it would enable ns to compare the cost under the 
turnpike and Grand Jury systems. 

I never made any particular inquiry about it ; I did not like to ask 
the trustees or the officers ; I am aware that they are bound to make 
annual returns to Parliament; we do not get these parliamentary 
papers in the country, and there is a general suspicion amongst people 
here, that although the roads be very nice and smooth, there is a great 
deal el money squandered upon them. 
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The 1 'oa.d is in excellent repair — oreditalile to all parties concerned ; 

I woidd make no charge against them for neglect, but rather for ex- 
pending the public money unnecessarily. 

The 'general opinion is, that turnpikes should he abolished — it is not 
my opinion merely, but that of the country rountl.^ 

I don’t think there is a single disinterested man in the parish farour- 
able to them. I live vithin four and a-half miles of the town, and I 
have often had occasion to come out here with my farm produce, and 
if I have my horse and gig also, I am obliged to p.ay for them, I ex- 
amined tlio county warrant for the seven years from 1837 to 184i, and 
took the road from Greoncaatle to Warrenpoint ; this was previous to 
the opening of the railway. That the site of the road is one of the 
worst in Ireland ; it is made in several places as low as the high sea 
marsh, and the oonsocpueuoo is, that the water gushes up in the road 
and inundates it, and the traffic coming upon the wet side forced down 
the gravel on the road at once ; at that time it had all the traffic of 
the barony of Mourne, of the parishes of Kilbroncy, Warrenpoint, and 
part of Upper Clonallan, and a great part of the traffic to two steamers 
which were then plying between Warrenpoint and Liverpool ; all this 
traffic it had to sustain upon a wretched site, together with probably 
thirty or forty carts daily. , , j 

(Mr. W. Halmoan.— I f you would say from hfty to one hundred, 
you would he more correct). 

The cost of the road for the seven years, from 183i to ISM, was 
£361 Is. lOd ; the average cost per year, £93 Is. lOA—tlat m 
£26 13s. per mile ; the length of the road I have selected is lU-'b 
perches, and the average expense pier perch, per aiiuuni, was !*• i 
at that time it certainly had more traffic than any other road that i 
know of in the county Down. , • , i- 

I have taken those seven years because I was, during that time, 
inspector of those roads, as assistant to Mr. Frazer, the then county 
surveyor, and because they are the seven years previous to the opening 

of the railway. , . , 

I admit that, for a few years afterwards it cost more, m consequence 
of the materials for constructing the embankment made for the rai way 
having been drawn upon it ; Is. Sd. per perch is £-6 13s. pier mile. 

The ne.xt road of greatest traffic in the barony of Newry, or Upper 
Iveagh, upper lialf, is the road from Newry to Katbfnlaiid, that part 
of it that is in the barony of Newry. 

There is no turnpike on it. ^ 

It was kept up for several years in good order for £12 j a-year , the 
lonvth is 1,900 perches— that is. Is. 3|il. per perch, or £20 per mile ; 
it was kept ill excellent order then. I do not know how it is now-I 
believe not in good condition. 

Cms-examincd. 

1 know little about wliat is going on now. At tlie time I speak 

of I considered myself answerable for 

mentioned, and I beard no complaints about them. 

friknd road I would state that, cluniig my connexion with it and 1 

beUeve at p’resent, the traffic was at least four times greater than on 

the turnpike road , 

?tZl tolls and customs have Wenoy to injure the commerce of 

any town traffic on the Kathfriland road is 

grltrLT of t ^-piL roV i. that from its situation it has a 



Mitreh 20, 
1856 . 

Mr. ThoTTiaB 
Greer. 
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feeders, and also, because the people shunned the turnpike 

as muoli as they could, and came by the other road. ^ 

Mr. Thomas I think if there were no turnpikes at all, there wonld he more 
traffic on the Eathfriland road. ® 

_ If I were the county suryeyor, I would undertake to keep the road 
in as good condition as it is at present, at the present expense. 

What is the reason the county roads are not kept as they should be ? 
That IS a question upon which I would rather not give an opinion. 

R&-exojniinBd. 

Do you think that turnpike roads present any adyantaces over 
county roads, in the way of repairs? ® 

No ; if the law was carried out, and the county suryeyor and hie 
assistants did their duty, wo might have excellent county roads. 

There are, perhaps, some advantages, in the way of daily labour, for 
keeping turnpike roads in repair, but at an enormous expense to’ the 
toll-payers; if the haw was worked properly, the county roads ini»ht 
he m good order also. ® 

I have seen turnpike roads in very inferior condition, much worse 
than county roads. 



Mr. George 
Gray. 



Mr. George Gray sworn. 

I reside about a mile from Newry, on the north side, near the Ban- 
bridge road. ' 

tillage, grazing, and meadow; and 
hung all my produce into this town, consisting of wheat, oats, pota- 
toes, hay, turnips, &c. , , 

year— I can’t say where to ; I paid toll 
trtoll*'^'’ ^ exported hay myself ; I would rather not be subject 

Latterly I have come to the conclusion we could do better without 

fered“° “ 

I am of opinion that the cess-payers are the general toll-payers; I 
™s ’ ■"'*’’’ ^ “> P=y more 

P^'y^ia cess for county roads which I never use, except 

^dwhffihl' ”V<ir:se.‘'^‘ 

thi^ trlf Po,rliamentary paper handed to Mr. Greer, that on 
snivevo* salary is £20, the secretary’s £20 and the 

SeXd tfbe£-ir’ “ that year (1852) 

ers!^au?fpr prinSfg'^"’'” 

^ I ““dor- 

st^d, 2s. pel day ; it is not named here. 

nvL^f* ?S. “manual labour,” which costs £98 ; I think the 

3 d ■” f because I see so many men on the 

dS oft rtd'irgtd! “ 

them'lf/'^*”™ I I '1° “0‘ eee much of 

tut>ikS! ^ beUeve, but not in as good order as the 
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I kaow all the turnpikes leading into Newry; I had been in the 
habit of contracting for the tolls for years. 

There are two gates from Newry to Dundalk, and five between 
Newrv and Oharlemont; there are three main gates on the direct line to 
Armagh, and side gates ; when I purchased them there were three 

side gates between this and Armagh. ■ i i ■* r 

I have not been on that road lately, but when I was m the habit^ ol 
o-oing on it, it was never in good condition. There had been a side 
gate near Dundalk, in addition to the two main gates. 

The toll is 2d. per cart at the gates on the Armagh line, but the 
navraent at two gates used to free them on the third. 

The markets in N ewry are affected by the turnpikes ; sever^ people 
I know go to Banhridge and Tandragee by county roads, rather than 

"^Tf th”ere were^o turnpikes they would come to Newry; the market 
■nrice mifflit make a dilference also. i 

^ There are exemptions for vehicles going to church and all f'^ces of 
worship, but that is triding; that is confined to Sundays, and, I be- 

''^Tho^sInm^c!ild'7are not charged returning with or without a load, but 
as often as a fresh horse travels the toll is payable. , 

I am the owner of a scutoh-mill, and between it and the town there 

I pay the toll for people to induce them to come to me, and some- 
times tL tolls wheif they come on the Dundalk line, in order to place 
them on an equality with those who travel on county roads. 

Those who Slave seutch-mills where no gate iiitenenes, have, of 

“Th:tta“ron“:y trade that others in the same trade d„ 
not feel, who reside on presentment roads; there are charges upon the 
establishment which we would like to have explained, loi instance, 
the amount paid the solicitor. tboTu is naid lOj 

There are throe toll-keepers who are paid; one of them is paitt ius. 
a-week and I do not know what the others get. 

(Mr.'GLissSY, treasurer.-That is M 

The trustees put up the tolls to auction, and tlie only bidder Mr. 
Gray "nd no^^^ teen satisfied with the offer which he made, 
Tliev determined to collect tbe tolls themselves.) 

Afte Se laUway opened the traffic declined very much, and as the 
trutSes weretT i^iuEig to reduce the rent of the toU^in 

si' ."SSS -1 ■ “r -M .1. 

year^l838, and then when it began to decline I ^ 

of two years before I gave £880; I never received the tolls for 

“lirTasrtime they were put up it was told to me that if I gave 
£500 for them I would get them, but X p e„^ider 

X sometimes use lime, which X get irom nowiy, 
turnpikes increase the price of it. 



March 20, 
1056. 

Mr. George 
Gray. 
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'^^18S6.“°’ Samuel Livingstone Fraser, Esq., swoi-d. 

I "■“fwKoitor residing in this town; an iustanoo occurred where 
Stone Pmer; on the Arujagh roud, near tlie town, exacted in seven 

Esq. or eight months, from the firm of Nicholson A Greer, i!40 more than 
they were entitled to pay; it happened before the railway was made 
np to Newry, and the firm drove an omnibus to the station ; instead 
ot paying Is- per day— that is, CkI. upon a change of horses, which 
they w’erc williug to do— they exacted a new toll upon every journey 
when a new passenger was taken up; in fact, they exacted (is. a day 
whereas tliey were only entitled to Is. per day. ‘ ’ 

I sued the toll-colloctor before the assiatimt-haiTister for Armn^h 
aud obtained a, decree agaiust liiiu; the collector aiiuealed to the 
judge of assize, and the decree was affirmed hy Judge Jackson. 

I think the turnpike road from Newry to Banbridge is in good 
order; the county roads are not in such condition as the turnpike hut 
they are, generally speaking, in fair order. ’ 

I know the imd from Loughbrickland to Banbridge; it is in pretty 
good order, considering tliat there is a great traffic, owing to its beini 
a means of evading the toll. ° 

The turnpike road runs comparatively parallel, and consequently 
there is a greater burthen on it than it would be required to sustain if 
there were- no turnpike. 

Turnpikes so near this town are very injurious to its trade • my 
opinion 13 adverse to having turnpikes at all. 

More or less, they keep country people from coming into town 
^ Where turnpikes are partial. I do not think those bringing produce 
into town from the side on which tolls are paid meet those who do not 
pay tolls on equ.al terms ; that is the case in this town. 

X do not know what the payment is for black cattle 
I quite oonenr in Mr. Greer’s view with regard to the grand jury 
law— that if the comity surveyor and his assistants did their duty; the 
roads would bo in good order. 

Drake, Berrycraw, sworn. 

^ c'owu the traffic this day np to one o’clock on 

tion nIaTt cl-Siis" 

On *r ‘n one-liorse vehicles. 

457 of sanie^ “ ““ "““'lO'' was 

Ea?hMand^oS1a"‘ ^ 

the^traffo'^* hiaiket day; aud I thought it a good opportunity to test 
Cross-examined. 

Eathfriland road I 

eve onTvlr fT ’f would, I bc- 

n.:r:\Zl"it 

thei^rclmmt™^'''^" “ rendered higher on 



I think the lo 



Mr. George Gray re-examined, 
traffic is greater than the general traffic. 
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I think the road is luttintained almost exolnsively hy tho cotitribntions MarcJt ’iO, 
of tho persons in the locality ; the same may be said of the Armagh line. 

I should say, at one time, the strangers’ toll would pay the salaries, jir. Scorg. 
but certainlv not now; I feel dissatisfied that so many officers on the Hray. 
lino shonUrbe kept on now, the receipts being small, as there were 
some years ago ; 1 have not seen any reduction in the number lately. 

The trustees themselves should have done away with the turnpikes 
after the opening of tho railway, in conseciuence of the decline in 
the receipts ; the surveyor has £41) a-ycar, and I never knew him to 
come down more than once a month, as a general rule ; I was lessee of 
this Hue for fifteen years. 



Mr, Greer re-examined, 

I believe there are 2,400 miles in this county, ami if the county 
surveyor were paid at the rate of the surveyor of this line— that is, 
about £4 a mile — his salary would be about £9,600 a-year. 

If the portion of the road in this barony were thrown on the county, 
I believe a halfpenny in the pound upon our valuation would be the 

addition to the oountv cess. , x, i j 

I made tlie calculation, taking Griffith s valuation as the basis, and 
tho comity being obliged to pay half towards the sustaining of mail 
car roads. 



^7.N. liar, -on, Esq., a.r., Assistant-Barrister for King’s County, swoim. 

I live in tills county ; I know very little at present of this road 
fthe Biuibridge), nor do I know much of the Dundalk line now, but 1 

iisritHraUl on it frequently before thenar ■ 

I believe turnpikes operate injuriously on the traffic of a 
1 res do upon one of the Hues leading into b ewry, on which there is 
no tunlpite ^he Bathfrilaml road ; it is kept m rather above the 
average condition of the roads in tho county Down, being a mail-coach 

^“l' believe turnpikes are extremely unpopular, and most people think 
they opemte injuriously “P™ on which there are 

there. r t i i 

I know tliesoutli of irelanii. tv- • there wo (the Grand 

I am acquainted conclusion, that the sustaining 

Jury) almost unanimously ca . ^ve went to Parliament at 

^ ykrsI^S'^ed turnpikes altogethe.ln 

our county. 
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March 20, Those trusts extended oxer forty or fifty Irish miles, as well as my 
memory serves me. ^ 

TV.N. Bonon, considered they injured the trade of the different towns, and 

Eiq., j.p. diverted the agricultural produce from the legitimate markets to others 
more remote, because the parties were enabled to convey that produce 
without being subject to tolls, and, I believe, we now maintain the 
turnpike roads under the ordinary Gtrand Jury management, at a con- 
siderably less cost, even independent of salaries that were saved than 
the trustees had done. ’ 

Had I any notion that I should have been asked any questions upon 
the subject I could have produced the exact data. 

With reference to the phrase, that those who use a road should pay 
for it, I think it is not the persons who traverse a road only who are 
interested. 

I think those that reside in towns are interested in the question, fur 
they should desire to have as large a supply as possible to proinote 
competition, and should endeavour to provide facilities to obtain sup- 
plies. '■ 

There is nothing a farmer objects to so ninoh as the payment of 
sums of money, however .small, in that way. 

I should add, that in Waterford we had no railway through the 
county when we resolved to abolish the turnpikes. 

The fact of its exiateuce here should, in my opinion, increase the 
desire for the abolition of the turnpikes, because I think the railways 
have taken away nearly all the heavy traffic from the roads. 

I am not a party suffering from the tax, as I reside on a line with- 
out any turnpike. 



J-r-, Newry, fiworn. 

I am the Chairman of the Town Commissionera ; I know the turn- 
pikes in question. 

^ I believe, taking a general view of the matter, that turnpikes operate 
injuriously upon trade, and the mercantile interests of the town. 

Banbridge is in nice order, and the tolls are not heavy, 
still J. think they ought to be done aw<ay with. 

I know the Newry and Oharlemont lino ; it is in fair condition, as 
well as I can say. ^ 

I was a trustee of it in the original Act of Parliament, obtained 
twenty-hve or thirty years ago ; the sole reason why the Act was 
obtained was the way in which the road was laid out, up hill and down 
dale, and the intention was to alter the road, and improve it in various 
ways ; the money alluded to in the Act of Parliament was to be raised 
ott the county, the road to be improved, and the money to be repaid 
again by means of the tolls. ^ 

The money was never borrowed, owing to a difference of opinion 
and the road was not improved, but the gates were put on. 

I used to attend the meetings of the trust, with other trustees from 
Newr^, but there was snob a difficulty in obtaining money that I gave 
dp ?d^dg there, and have not attended the meetings for some years. 

The trustees used to meet at Armagh and Markethill ; the money 
obtained was applied to repairing the road and paying salaries 

surveyor, according to the Parliamentary paper for 
1852, is £70 a-year, and that of the secretary, £60 3 ,-year. 

The trustees had no balance in hands to repay the county if the money 
had been borrowed. 

As to the road leading from this town to Armagh and Oharlemont, of 
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which I am a trustee, on lookiug over this Parliamentary return, I find .0, 

the income for the year 1852 was £803 8s. ; the expense for materials 

of surface was £553 18s, 5d. ; manual labour, £U1 19s. 8d ; and Magnus, 

£1 30 was the amomit paid to the aurreyor and secretory; which, with Bag., . . 

£27 for incidental expenses, make the total expenditure, £85 J Us. M. 

I think it would he better to abolish that trust, as the intention 
for which it was established has not been carried out, and it is not 
necessary now, in cousequence of railways. 

People ill the country travel upon roads without tolls, _ even at a 
ereat diatanoe, rather than travel on the road where there is a toll. 

I know that, on the Dundalk line, people with turf will come down 
by an iniinense hill, and dreadfully bad road, to avoid the toll. 

For these and several other reasons I am of opinion that turnpikes act 

'"■'TliTiitarest turnpike is ahmit a (piarter of an English mile, the other 
about a mile, and tho third more than a mile from the town ; 
several side gates attached to the three mam gates leading into Kemy, 
and the trustees sometimes put on side gates to meet the cases of tho 
who attempt to avoid paying tolls. *i,o 

I am not an advocate of the Grand Jury laws as at present, or tl^e 
manner in whioli they repair the roads, but I do not think there is any- 
thing in the Grand Jury Act to prevent 
thest turnpike roads ; at present they repair nine-tenths 
and I do not think tl.e other tenth would make itny an^it would 
I think the additional expense would be ™>'y 
he more satisfactory to tho people of the 

roads under the supervision of their own oftioer. the County burveyor, 
than under those over whom they have no control. 



Mr. George Gmaan, Damolly, sworn. 

I am a miller, on the Newry and Banbridge roads ; and find turnpikes 

‘^Tat^rpfetTC-Sbthm» and pay about £10 a-year 
county cess for tbe mills ; we ^ ioad.wbich costs 

“ We have less profit ou flour than the Newry people, in oonpuence 

“In Meat that came in by the same road must have paid before 
^ Bret* i^also sent cut by that gate, so that there are sometimes four 
^TetaV: “a™- -ill, .and we pay the tolls of those bringing in 

hoLe ; I do not think *«y 
cam© to Nowry. 



Mr. Geoi^e 
CoTi'ao. 
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March 20, 
1056. 



Mr. David 
Woods. 



iDuvid WoGih s\von 3 . 

2o 5 *■““ =^bcut 

I have a coni-iiiill, anti three seutclj-mills. 

wonEfbring *“ ^ ^rcy 

I hvo botwoen tn-o gates— the nearest being ahtjiit aniile and a h-ilf 
and the next (the Newry gate) about four nriles and ad'alf ■ thcr ' h 
also a side-bar mthm a few jicrclies of mv house * 

the forgr^’*' “‘"y sending to 

I pay about £7 or £8 a-yoar tolls, and £23 or £24 cess ■ I wonl.I 
rather pay an increased cess, and give up the turnpikes ' 

irreat^tL^r,ve,‘l^““'f“ “‘“f "'as very 

gieat , thuc woie two day coaclics, two vans, amlsovcml rai-e; 4 m r ^ 

previous to the opening * tlic rai’lu-ay, which rnnr;:LlH™,fcfo;“ 

Tarfa “7 iT ‘ ^ >''inniiig is tho mail car. 

Callage is equally m proportion oil' tho road ; nearly all heavv 
goods go by rail to and from Belfast. ^ ^ 

The materials are coiivonient and e.ycolleut in the neitdibourhood 

:.io ilTj ™ » 

eihrtrtijiVnblfo.'^'™ '-o^pon- 



EdwardJarcliiie, 



Hdu'ctrd Janline .sworn. 



I live half way between this niitlBanbridge. I am a fanner holdimr 

twenty-three Irish acres, and keeping twolmrses for farm use ® 

iT! ‘“™Pike, having a farm on either side. I 

pay, theiefoie, going to the market, and carrying produce from one 
fai ni to the other. I have not to pay for cattle going to pasture or lionses 
Lrw ’’ ‘ ^ P“d lor a plough and 

and fn^fofo SSgf ’ ^ i”' 

I would wish to have turnpikes abolished. It is the irenoral wish of 

ts'rs.ir'' ■■ 'itt. t £~ 



Mr. Francia 
Hawthorn. 



Mr. Francis Hawthorn sworn. 

I live near the last witness, and farm about forty-four Irish acres 
loim * “y own opinion, hut tho general opinion of all the 

traleUadhill?rfIk‘ *» ‘bo farmers not to have to 

favOTv of aboStin‘7f f ‘ “f “y ““gbbourhood but wore in 

T ns i turnpikes, so far as I have heard them speak 

my S. on £4 a-year in tolls. The gate is in the ver^^enire of 

to ^nm 1 ^ ™ °’’'*Sod to pay toU for all who come 
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Mr- Simon Weir sworn. March 20 , 

I am a farmer and grocer, living within one and three-fourtli miles 

of Newry, on tlio J3anbridge and Kewry road. Mr Simon 

I should wish for the abolition of the turnpike, and so would every " 
cess-]5nyer I ever heard speak on the subject, unless some one who 
personally gained by it. 

I cannot lake a cow or a horso to the fair without paying at some 
gate or other, or sonic side-gate, and still I have to maintain other roads 
I hardly over see. I cannot stir from home without paying turnpike. 

I farm about forty-seven Irish acres, and pay about £4 or £0 a-year 
county cess, and I would be satisfied at losing a little for the main- 
tenance of what road is in niy barony, and that is the opinion of all the 
people around. 

1 lose a great many customers by the toll-gate, they go over to other 
people, where they meet no turnpikes. 



BANBMDGE TO BELFAST TRUST.— iJii-st or Southern 
Division. 

(14J Statute Miles^ 

FitzherheH FiUjate, Esq., J.P.. HiUsborougl, sworn. PUptS-J- 

I.s nitinoger mid jigcnt to tlio Marquess of Bownsliires estates, and a 
trustee of tho first division of tlic road from Banliridge to Belfast, wliicli 
at present, and genei'ally at all tinios since lio knew any thing of it, was 
in good condition. , _ , 

This road, which was fourteen and three-fourth English miles long, 
taking tho average of fourteen years, cost for maintenance, per mile, per 
aiimmi, £37 11s. lei, not iiicliiding salaries, which were £u. The 
maximum toll is not demanded on tho road. He had compared the 
present tolls with those demanded in 1S34, and they were not nearly 
as high now as then. Ho helieved that Ujl. was the maximum, which 
for a two-horse carriage, would he Is. 3tf. A one-horse cart, m 1834, 
was charged SW., lint now the toll for it was only 2i ; a two-horse 
cart, which in '1834 was charged 9(A had now to pay but 3d. ^ Tho 
reduction had been greater upon one-horse carts than upon carnages. 

A one-horse jaiiiiting-oar had been redneed from 9d. to 3d., and a two- 

horse from Is. 3d. to 6d. ... 

In reducing the tolls, the idea of the trustees was, as far as possib e, 
it they could get sufficient funds to maintain the road, to make the 
reduction on tho carts, as belonging to the agricultuml portion of the 
community, placing tlio burthen very much upon the wealthier classes. 

A four-horse carriage had been only reduced to Is. 6d. from ^s. 

He hardly thought they could afford to make any further redaction. 

They might take a halfpenny oft' one class, but he would not like to 

sav positively that they could do so. _ , v i i m 

With regard to the propriety of coiitmmng or .abolishing turnpikes, 
his opinion was, that upon roads on wliioli there was very considerable 
traffic, the tunipiko system was the fairest and the 
the toll kept the roads in better order than they were maintained 

under the presentment system. i r i +« .HayaoU tln'n 

He knew no instance in which the county was obliged to ^’epair this 
road, or of any debentures outstanding on it. The trustees 
over and above tho sum that was necessary for the expenses of main- 

regarded the laying out this sum to advantage on the road, the 
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trustees lately got the county surveyor to report whether any, and what 
improvements he would suggest, and he pointed out the cutting down 
of Dromoro hill, which would require a sum of £600. As they had 
p. uot^ that sum at their disposal, his advice was against doing small things 
which would cause their niouoy to dwindle away. The cutting down 
of that hill would he a great relief to the persons living on the other 
side of Droniore, and in Eathfriland, and that country. It is the 
worst hill on the road. 

There is a hill in the town of Hillsborough, with a worse gradient but 
he was afraid that nothing could bo done with it, as it had been out 
down aud filled as much as possible, without closing up tho houses 
His view of the advantages of turnpikes on leading roads, on whioli 
there is great traffic, was not confined to this locality. Ho thought 
that, on this trust, the salaries might bo cheaper ; but the Act made it 
necessary that they should have a secretary and a treasurer, and the 
latter officer he did not think necessary. The treasurer was paid £33 
and the secretary £20, per annum. There were also, two superin- 
tendents at £52 10s. per amium, who.se duty it was to see the stones 
put on the road, and generally look after it. The tolls are let, aud the 
collectors get houses. One year, when there was a combination among 
the parties who farmed the roads, the trustees themselves undertook 
the oollectiou aud broke through the comhination. 

From the time of farming the road, the trustees are unable to alter 
the tolls until the twelve mouths have ended, but he did not think that 
this was any dusadvantage, because at the commouaemont of the year 
before the letting of the tolls, they made their calculations as to what 
their income and expenditure would be. The average of the fourteen 
years (ending in 1854) per annum, was £45 for staff, and £37 for 
nmmtenanoe of the road. For the last four years of those fourteen 
the charge was £34 11s. per mile, and for the staff, £6. One year the 
sum was larger, being £46, in oonseqnenco of a heavy cutting on a 
Ml. pat period of fourteen years encompasses a time during which 
the toUs were at one time high, and at another low. Tho four years 
take in only the low tolls. With the high tolls there was one year in 
which nearly double the usual amount was expended on the road for 
a heavy cutting \ thus, in one year the expenditure was £999, and in 
another only £483. Tho average of the four years was £39 11s. 
Oairnbawn hill was one of the heavy cuttings. Latterly the tolls had 
been let at a better sum — some £10 a gate better, owing to the more 
prosperous state of the country. 

When about to make their contract, they generally arrange heforc- 
band the mraimum sum which they will take, and then let to the 
mgiiest bidder by public advertisement. 

pey had no mode of discovering whether the traffic increased when 
top were low ; the biddings were their only guide. If there was 
collusion among the bidders, they would ho defeated ; and where 
collusion was suspected, the trustees tliemselves collected. 

The county system of keeping up roads is much more expensive than 
J;4U a mile, in the county Down, where the traffic does not at all 
approach wpt it is on the line of which he was speaking. On a mile or 
two of the road on the Ballymaoarrett side of Belfast, the traffic is 
grpter than on this line.^ On part of that road, from the bridge, on 
which there is no turnpike, the cost of maintenance was £520 per 
mile, exclusive of the footpaths. 

(Here Mr. Hamill of French House, who subsequently gave evidence 
M a trustee ot the Falls line, interposed by observing that the money 
Was very badly laid out, and the road was in most wretched condition.) 
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Notes of Evidence- 

He found the average cost, per statute perch, on the line he was JVferei 20, 
speakin g of, was 2s. Sd. ; the cost would vary from 3s. 7t7. in one place, 1™- 
to Is. lOd. in another, which would include footpaths. Mr. Smith, Fitzherhert 
the county Down surveyor, said, he thought, if it were a county road, FUgite,Ebii j.p. 
it could be maintained as well as at present for 4s. supposing the road 
were given up in “good heart,” but, if not, more would be re<iuired. 

The county had not the system of daily repairing that the trustees 
adopted, which was a disadvantage. Dour shillings per perch would 
make an additional cess of %\d. and a fraction, in the barony of Lower 
Iveagh, Lower Half, or of including footpaths, which would make 
the cost 4s. 6t?. per perch. On the other half of the same barony, the 
additional cess would be id. at 4s. id. . m 

Ho could not say that lowering the toll would increase the trattic. 

People avoided the toll as much as they could. 

(The Dean of Ross said that, iu Mr. Pilgate’s neighbourhood and 
his own, those who drove for pleasure on other roads uow would use the 
turnpike roads if tlie tolls were abolished.) 

The witness proceeded to state that a great deal of the traffic on his 
line was extra baronial; that was traffic for people who did not reside 
in any one of the three baronies through which the road passed, and who, 
under the presentment system, would never contribute any thing to it ; 
and many who, under the presentment system, would have to contribute 
to it, would never use it. 

Handed in document marked Scnedule H i. 



Tine Yay Reverend The Dean of Ross sworn. TieVeiyRsv. 

Has never attended any of the Board meetings on this trust, although 
he believes he is a trustee. The trust is very well managed at present. 

As to the general principle of the sustainment, or abolition of turn- 
pikes, his opinion was. that where there was a great thoroughfare, and 
a distant communication between large towns, the turnpike system 
would be the most desirable one. t> ic z 

He would except from this principle the turnpike road from Belfast , 
to Crumlin, by Dnnrod and Oastlerobin, which he considered a great 

^ The ascent on that road was one in seven, and it was enough to create 
a kind of rebellion among the people. At the last road sessions, he 
offered £o00 in aid of a presentment to ease the gradient, but he could 
not persuade the Belfast people to pass such a presentment, ihe 
turnpike on that road was perfectly useless, for there were three gates 
on it, and two of them were unoccupied ; m fact, it was mischievous 
and was a great tax upon the poor people of the ^ certain 

distance out of Belfast, the Falls road was attended to, hut at the 
other part it was not. He considered it woffid be benefioial to the 
country to continue the tm-npikes on the Belfast, and Lisburn, sn 
the M^one roads, but the universal opinion of the country, is in favour 
of abolishing the Falls and Oastlerobin turnpikes. 

If Ly ne®w arrangements were made, he would recommend that the 
Malone road be thrown into the same management as the second 
northern division of the Banbridge and Belfast roads. 



Mr James B. Fowler, Blair’s Lodge, Lisburn, sworn, 
la treasurer of this trust, all of which road is in the county of Down. 
The evZce as given b} Mr. Filgate eimctly agrees with hia newa. 
and he coincides in all that has been said by him. 



Mr. James B. 
Povler. 
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Turnpike, Inquiry, Ireland. 



^farch 20 , 

lais. 



Mr. James B. 
Fowler. 



Mr. R(I>vardl 
Toague. 



There ave no clcbta oufatandiiig against the trust, aad there is at 
present a sum of about £400 lying to the credit of tho trustees. 

Has nothing further to add. Thinks the turnpike tlie host system 
All turupiko roads are kept m hotter order than other roads, 
liis salary £ 2 o‘ 2 )er ami inn. 

hdtocivcl decfijne^ IIillsl)oroni{]i, sworn. 

pir Krst or southern division of the Banhridgo and 

Lelfast Turupike trust, which was establishod under 3D Qeo. Ill 
oxxvm. (local and peraoual), which was afterwards renewed in I 834 ' 
by 4 Wm. IV., and will not expire until 18G11, or thereabouts ’ 

Ihe trust owes no debt, and there arc about £400 in hands. About 
tiro yeara ago they had between £700 and .fSOO ; but the trustees have 
[Xttlr repab ■»atorials, and in keeping the road 

The trustees cut down some hills. There Is groat wear and tear on 
that road. It does not run parallel with the railway. Its termination 
IS about a mile south of Lisburn. The ether or iiuthern cud is tho 

roadlram 1841 to (Handed in accounts of the 

load ixom 1841 to lby4, laclusivo, marked Sche<luIo B 2). Mv own 

salary is £20 a-year. The treasurer has £25 a-ycar. There are two 

tlirhea 7 o 7 ^? receive 10 s. a-wcek, whose wages are included und'er 
tliL head of salaries, and not under manual labour. 

The o verseers superintend the spreading of the stone.», the measnriiiv 
ot materials, ami keep the accounts of tho lahoiiror,s ’ 

' r / * pporting. We never got any aid from presentraen Is— 

we did not seek it. We get two-thirds of the inoouio from tho Elaris 
agreement. The gate is five miles from Ban- 
biid„e, and people can dnvo that distaneo without paying tolls. 

Cross-eMwwied. 

The trustees have tho power to .alter tho gate.s. Tho other nato is 

Si o7ffiliih? Hillsborough. All the people i.i tho 

parish of Hillsborough can go to market without paying any toll. 

It'e-ex^cmined. 

one^’n fifteT* Hillsborough. Ills about 

There is a reduction in the increase, for tho last ten years of these 
accounts. That arises from tlie trustees reducin;^ the tolls when they 
weie above what was necessary for keeping up the repairs. ^ 

ihe 1 eduction was general upon every thing, though it might not have 

to "y°Thit ms t} "77''';'' cart behig redufed from 3d. 

, “ : 7 " T 1 can remeuibor on a one-horse 

. t. So fai as I can remember, the maximum never was demanded 
Last year, our expenditure averaged nearly one-fourth more than 
7 ' ‘ Hcgc quantity of materials put on the road 

Our income for 18oo was .about £30 more than the previous year 

The Ktons So??* Hillsborough line, of the tolls. 

of the tonnWes n consider tho abolition 

0 the turnpikes, and they passed a resolution, expressing it as their 
opinion, that it would be more advantageous to retain them. 
Cross-examined. 

The ti'ustees resolved, at a meoting, to oppose Macneili’s bill but 

a opinion tha^t they would not oppose the Government’ bill 

although they opposed Maoneill’s. wo.oiumenn uiii. 



F^rinted image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




29 
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There was a minute on the books against abolishing the turnpikes. ii/arcA 20, 
The meeting at which this minute was made was held to receive a 
report from Mr. Smith, the county surveyor, on the question of the Mr."E^ard 
relative oust of keeping up the roads by tolls or by the county. Teague. 

[Mr. M'Lban produced a copy of Mr. Smith’s report, from which it 
appeared that he assumed that the cost would be two-thirds greater 
under the county system than under the trust system. 

Mr. David Lindsay, a trustee, alluding to Mr. Lanyon’s evidence, 
that it would cost more to repair the road under the Grand Jury than 
under the turnpike system, said, that Mr. Lanyon’s reason was incon- 
clusive. He knew that, under the county system, there were quite 
as many facilities for keeping the road in repair as under the trust 
system.] 

Cross-examination, continued. 

Besides the money received from the Blaris-gate, the trustees of this 
road got about £450 from another source to cut down Cairnbawu-hill. 

I look upon the money got from the Blaris-gate as being as much a 
portion of the revenue of this road as any of its other revenue. 

How, when the trustees got two-thirds of the receipts of a gate that 
did not belong to them, and £450 of a grant, could the witness say that 
the road was self-supporting? Blaris-gate was in the same division of 
road as this one. The trustees always had a portion of the receipts of 
this gate. 

(Mr. David Lindsay, trustee. — We arc getting poorer every year— 
there is no doubt of it.) 



David Lindsay, Esq., J.i*., Ashfield. David Lmdsar, 

I have been a trustee of this line since 1 834, It is in good order, 

I do not think it is a self-supporting road. My reason is, we have 
let our two gates for £240 ; tlien we get two-thirds of the Blans-gate, 
which is £1S0. That makes our income £430 ; and the smallest sum 
we ever expended was £423, It was always £100 above that. The 
stones and gravel for 1855 cost £699. I do not agree m Mr. Tilgatea 
views. I would .abolish the whole of the two trusts comjiriseil between 

B.anhridge and Belfa.st, - c/^n- 

The avera"-e of the expenditure for five years, ending lSo4, is £G0o. 

I do not know half-a-dozen people of a different opinion to mine. 

Mr. Filgate was of my opinion a year ago. The income of the road, on 
the average for the last live years, was £629. 

Mr, Bmdshaw' and several other trustees expressed themselves per- 
sonally to me ill favour of the abolition. , i i 

With regard to tolls generally, I think they should he abolished. 

This trust passes through two half-baronies ; and, in the event of 
abolishing it, on the valuation of those two baronies, it would take 
aomethiui over and less than Ifd. in the pound to make up £605 
a-year for the repair of the road. , . , 

One-half of this sum would come off the county at large. 



Bmry Smith, Esii., County Surveyor for Down, sworn. 

I am not officially connected with any of the lines of turnpike road 
in my county. 



Hem 



^ Smith, 
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Mdrch^^, The turnpike road from Newry to Banhridge is in very o-oocl 
18 o(i. condition. ° 

Heniy Smith turnpikes 'were to be abolished, and the maintenance of that 

Ksq. road thrown on the county presentments, judging from the condition of 
the adjoining roads, I do not think it could be kept in so good order 
as it is now at the same cost, but I do not know what the cost of this 
road is. 

I think on roads of great traffic, the turnpike system is the best, as 
none can apply the labour better to them \ besides, you have skilled 
labour, or labour skilled by constant practice, and there are also greater 
facilities for supervision. 

The reason I call it skilled labour is that, under the presentment 
system, the contractors are changing from time to time, and strange 
hands come in ; while, under the turnpike system, you have generally 
the same persons. 

I think it desirable that, as respects the selection of contractors, under 
the county system, there should be a change in the law. The Grand 
Jury laws require revision as regards roads. There are about 2,000 
miles of road in Down county. 

At present, 710 miles of road under yearly contract. The average 
of that is £18 16^. Qd. per annum, or rather more than Is. per perch. 
Not under contract, there are 567 presentment roads, at a cost of 
£6 13s. 9d. per mile. 

There are about 1,800 miles annually under repair. I have struck 
no average on the whole. The roads under contract are done at a less 
price. 

There is considerable traffic on the road from Banhridge to Nowry. 

It is principally local. 

Gross'examined. 

I am aware that a great deal of the Banhridge traffic now goes to 
Lurgan to come to Belfast — at least, so I am informed ; and I have no 
doubt it is the case that the Railway Company have an establishment 
at Ban.bridge where they have cars to convoy the traffio to Lurgau. 

The roads under my charge are generally in good order, except where 
the bottoms are soft. 

I think, fora road of very great traffic, £35 19s. per mile per annum 
would be reasonable cost for keeping it up j and from my observation 
of the traffic on tlie road from Newvy to Banhridge, £35 19s. is mode- 
rate. 

I do not think that that road could be kept in the same stale for that 
money under the county system. I have not heard auy complaints 
from persons in my neighbourhood about the existence of turnpikes. 

Re-exafnined. 

^ I reside in Downpatrick, and I believe the nearest turnpike is 
eighteen miles distant from me, so that I have no opportunity of 
hearing complaints. The people of Downpatrick can come to Belfast 
with their farm produce without paying turnpike. 

I cannot say whether the farmers about Downpatrick would be 
satisfied to have a turnpike there. 

The Downpatrick people can also go to Newry without paying turn- 
pike. The road is in good surface order, but hilly. 

If people said the road from Downpatrick to Newry was in a 
wretched condition at present, it would not be correct. 

I cannot charge my memory with traveRing over the turnpike road 
from Newry to Banhridge within the last six months. . 
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I have not viewed turnpikes with reference to their being beneficial Marc^ ^d, 
to a country or otherwise, but in reference solely to the maintenance 
of roads. I think the turnpike system is better than the county Hea^ Smith, 
system. 

I admit that the people who pay county cess have to pay toll, it 
they use the road. 

To answer the question as to whether the turnpike system is fair, 
would open the whole question, which I do not wish to go into, as it 
would involve a lengthened argument. 

So long as it remains a mail road from Newry to Banbridge, only 
half the cost of maintenance would fall on the baronies, the other half 
being paid by the county. 

I have not sufficiently given my attention to the question as to 
whether turnpikes are beneficial or otherwise, but I know the general 
opinion is against them. 

Cros^exaviined. 

I never was employed on a turnpike-road, except merely to report 
as to tho expenditure of surplus funds, on the road from Banbridge to 
Blaris. I know the Cairnbawn Hill 

It is objectionable more from its length, which is nearly one mile 
long, than from its gradient, which is, perhaps, one in twenty-five. 

That is between Blaris and Hillsborough. 

The hill at Hillsborough is said to be one in eight. I am not awai-e 
of that road having been reduced in breadth by the trustees. 

The roads from Belfast to Newtownards, and Belfast to Donaghadee, 
arc under contract. 

I have not got the amount of the contract from Conns water to 
Newtownards. 

I do not know the contract price from Ballyuahmoh to Down- 
patrick. 

The road by Saintfield is the principal one from Downpatrick to 
Belfast. 

That road costs about 3s. lO^d. per perch per annum, or £6J per 
mile. That is a contract per year for surface repairs. 

That is a leading road of the county, and there is uo competing 
railway. The road from Downpatrick to iS^ewry, by Bryansford, 4,212 
perches, is about £8 6s. per mile. I consider that the cheapest road 
in the county. 

Me-exemmed. 



Belfast to Newtownards, so far as the 7th mile post from Belf^t, 
costs £1,353 to keep up, or 10«. Wd. per perch ; that is, “s. Si. 
per Irish mile. The road from Lishura to Lurgan costs is. bd. per 
perch, or £72 per mile. , 

I would say that the road from Conus IVater Bridge to Queens 
Bridge has the greatest traffic of any road in the county. There is a 
portion of the road from Belfast to Newtownards, 390 perches, 
between Conn’s Water Bridge and Queen’s Bridge, that costs 
£651 9s. lOi. per annum. That is close to the town. 

No toll is paid on it either by the county Down people coming to 

Belfast, or the people of Belfast going into that county. 

It is an ill-laid-out road, being very flat and hard to be ^med. 
The flatness of the road is one cause of the heavy cost of mamtenanre. 

The coal traffic of Belfast goes over a portion of this road, and the 
traffic to and from the county Down railway also. 
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ilWi 20, With that great traffic aud great cost, I never heard it mooted to 
ggt an Act of Parliament for a turnpike on that road. 

Henry Smith, Lindsay — I am not aware of the grand jm-y of Down 

Ksq. ohjeoting to a turnpi];e on that road when tlie Qneeii’s Bridge was 
being built. 

Mr. Lindsay. — It is a fact, nevertlieless.) 

I have lecommendecl the grand jury of county Down to make con- 
tracts for only one year. A contractor who has got a road to keep in 
repair for three years, could not change lus labourers often. 

Although contractors follow road-making as a business, yet they are 
not skilled, and do not uuderstaml the mode of keeping a road in 
repair as well as a labourer regularly employed on the turnpike road. 

It is a loss to a contractor if ho is not .skilled. I and my nino 
assistants have too much mileage to oversee to look as sharply after 
the roads as the overseers of turnpiko trusts. My assistants have 200 
miles of road to look after each ; while the turniiike road overseer 
may have only ten miles to look after. 

I recommended the grand jury to make short contracts, because, 
according to the present law, there is a difficulty in prosocutinc^ a 
defaulting contractor. If there were an alteration in the law, con- 
tract might be made for three years. 

At the assizes (last week), the grand jury of Bowm unanimously 
passed a resolution to petition Parliament in favour of turnpikes. In 
my report, I called attenfciou to the pre.sent Commission, ami mentioned 
that if turnpikes were abolished, twenty-four additional miles of road 
would be thrown for support on the county. 

There are already 1,800 miles. 



BANBRIDGE AND BELFAST TRUST— Vivision. 
(10 Statute Miles.) 

■' Mamh 7, 1S56. 

Mr"Gr<)r 0 Ormirford Hyndman, Belfast, awoni. 

CrawfordH|nd. Is clevk to the Second or northern division of the Banhridge and 
man. Belfast Trust, ata salary of £18 9s. 4d. (£20 old oiirrenoy) per annum. 

The treasurer, Mr. H. Garrett, gets £2S per annum, and Mr. 
Bauyou has £30 per annum as surveyor. There is no secretary nor 
other paid officer. 

^ ^ The trust is not in debt ^ there are uo mox’tgages, debentures, annu- 
ities, or any claim on the trust, except a tri9ing rent of about £1 per 
annum. ^ 

The road is generally considered in good condition, and the trustees 
might have a balance in hand after paying any , current expenses of 
about £.360. 

Hands in document marked schedule B 3. 



NEWRY, ARMAGH, AND CHARLEMONT TRUST. 
(26j Statute Miles.) 

•I'fjrc7i22. ConjiT-HousE, AKMAan, Maeoh 22, 18o6. 

^ Mr. Jouydi Medihews, Armagh, sworn. 

Mathews. I auctioneer and commission agent, and secretary to the 

Newry, Armagh, and Oharlemoat Turnpike Trust. 
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Here is tlie Act constituting the Trust, 5 and G W. IV. c. xvii. 
(loc. and pers.) 3 July, 1835. (Preamble read.) 

“Whereas, tlic road from the town of Kcwiy to the village of Cliar- 
‘Memont is a great leading thoroughfare, as well from the city ofDub- 
“lin as from the seaport of Newry to the more northern parts of 
“Ulster : and, whereas, the said road is in many parts hilly and incon- 
“ venlent, and the same needs to be altered and diverted in certain parts, 
“and is otherwise susceptible of great improvement ; but the expense 
“ thereof, if defrayed by Grand Jory Presentment, would be biirden- 
“sonic and oppressive on the small County of Armagh through which 
“ the road passes j and it is fair and reasonable that such road should 
“ be altered, improved, maintained, and kept up by means of a Toll 
“ thereon, and that a Turnpike Trust should be created for such pur- 
“pnse, but tlie same cannot be done without authority of Par- 
" liament, Ac.” 

Were any of those hills cut down ? 

None. 

Was any part of the line diverted '] 

No part. 

Was any money raised or borrowed in order to fulfil the conditions 
for which the Act was obtained ? 

No money was raised or borrowed for any purpo.se. 

There is no debt now due, nor never was, upon which interest was 
payable. 

I believe the road is in fair condition ] I have not been on the road 
between Armagh and Newry lately, but the road from this to Moy, on 
which I was on Wednesday last — which is difficult to keep in repair — 
is in pretty good condition. 

The difficulty arises from the large traffic, and the scarcity of stones \ 
it is all repaired with white soft limestone. 

If the traffic is great, the income is also large ; I am now speaking 
of the portion of the road between Armagh and Charlemont, which is 
about five and three-fourths Irish miles, or seven English miles. 

It is all one trust from Charlemont to Newry j the income is from 
one fund, and is equally spread over all ; the whole length of the fine 
in statute miles is twenty-five miles, seven furlongs, and thirty-five 
perches. 

I have not been over the line from Armagh to Newry for sometime ; 
the road from Armagh to Markethill is in good order. _ , , 

There is uot much traffic on it ; the treasurer is the Bank of Ireland. 

The balance in favour of the trust is £74 14s. 1(7. ; I should, say 
there is not an equal sum due ; we paid on the fourth inst. 

17s. 6(^., which nearly paid np all that was due. 

We only take the half of the toll allowed by the Act ; the maximum 
toll for a horse and cart is id. at a gate ; the whole toll was paid for 
about the first five years ; that id. took you ten miles, and it cost id. 
more to complete the 26 miles, or 8(Z. in all. 

There was M. payable from Newry to Armagh, winch would carry 
von on to Charlemont. . i j 

If it so happened that you wanted to stop in Armagh, you had to 
pay 8d as well as if you went on to Charlemont; and if you went on 

the next day, you bad to pay 4(f. more. 

I believe the tolls were lowered to meet the complaints of the 
people on the road; it was annoying to persons living near turnpike 
gates to pay id. for every journey, and the Trustees accordingly low- 
ered the amount. 



March 22, 
ms. 

Mr. Joseph 
Matliewis. 
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Tho balance in band in the year 1842, according to this book, wa« 
£182 12 s. ; in 1836 the balance on the 5th September, was £326, 

besides £6 18s. S|d in the bands of tho secretary ; at that time the 
trustees had the tolls in their own bands. 

Next year the balance in favour of trustees was £306 IGs. \d. 

The balance on the 3rd September, last year, was £166 85 . Id . ; iu 
September, 1854, it was £64 U*. \\d. 

I do not know the precise year the tolls were lowered without refer- 
ring to tho books ; there were five gates on the line. 

(Colonel Caulfeild, m.p., apprehended that, in point of fact, there 
was no reduction in the tolls. Formerly the payment for a horse and 
cart was eightpence for the journey. Now, there being five gates, he 
believed it was tenpence. 

Witness said it was only eightpence now, as there was one gate which 
was not charged for on the journey. 

In point of fact, after all, it is a subdivision not a reduction.) 

Examination continued. 

Before the opening of the r.ailway, there wa^s great trafne from this 
to Newry, it being our natural port; and there ought to be a railway to 
it now. 

At present the Ulster Railway Company enjoys a monopoly ; there 
is scarcely any communication between this and Newry now by cart ; 
all the traffic is taken to Belfast. 

I was in the corn trade, and frequently loaded 50 carts in Newry for 
Armagh, in one day, and now there are not more than two carriers 
employed. 

1 heard continual complaints against turnpikes, ever since the road 
was established. 

I have not formed an opinion whether they are advantageous to 
trade or to the country generally. 

I do not think they injure trade, and they save county cess. 

The man who w'ears out the road pays for it, as he ought to do. 

I have not heard the justice of that proposition doubted. 

The person who owms the horse and cai-t pays for it. 

A loaded cart wears a road, I think, much more than an empty cart. 
When we wore bringing corn from Newry to Armagh, we had it 
very cheap— 5s. per ton— and I do not think it would have been 
cheaper if there was no toll. 

We did not pay toll then. 

Somebody certainly did — perhaps the producer. 

My salary is £40 a-year, regularly paid ; tlie Bank of Ireland as 
treasurer, gets no payment. 

Up to 1855 I had £00 a-year, when my salary and that of the sur- 
veyor was reduced, because the income of the road was much reduced. 
The surveyor’s was reduced from £70 to £50 a-year. 

I do not know whether this trust ought to he abolished. 

The reduction in our income was caused by the railway. 

We sell the gates by auction every year, five in number; they have 
been sold since the first, except two years; in 1855, the gates sold for 
£763 ; iu 1854, they sold for £706 ; in 1853, for £76] ; in 1852 for 
£697 ; iu 1851, for £696 ; in 1850, for £822 ; in 1847, they sold for 
£1,304— before the railway was opened ; in 1848, they sold for £915 ; 
and in 1849, for £911. 

The per centage of my salaty, and that of the surveyor, is greater now 
than when the income was larger. 

We have no overseer; we contract for broken stones, and for 



March 22, 
185B. 

Mr. Joseph 
Mathews. 
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“ manniug,” that is, spreading the stones, and scraping and cleaning the 
roads ; that contract is by public advertisement. 

The tenders are given to me unsealed, and the surveyor and I have a 
list prepared to select from ; the surveyor is Mr. Alexander Richmond, of 
Poyntzpass ; he visits the road once a fortnight, and ofteuer if necessary. 

There is no other superintendence between the contractors and the 
trustees. The trusts are sold by auction, in accordance with public 
advertisements, published in Armagh and Newry, and handbills which 
are circulated. 

(Colonel Oaulfeild understood Mr. Mathews to say that the road from 
Aimagh to Chariemont was in good order. He (Colonel Caulfeild) often 
passed that road, and he would say it was in very bad repair, and it was 
almost impossible to travel on it. It was one of the w’oi’st, if not the 
worst, road In the county.) 

Witness. — I was on it on last Wednesday, and I think it is in good 
order. 

The following explanatory document was handed in by witness sub- 
sequent to his examination 

“ Memoranda of Newry and Chariemont Turnpike Road Inquiry, 
before Edward ClemcntR, Esq., at Armagh. 

“Copy of minute at Turnpike Meeting of Trustees, 11th of April, 
1836 — Roger Hall, Esq., Chairman. 

“ ‘ That half toll shall be paid at each gate, except Drumcairn and 
Ballynahonemore (now Edenvese) gates, which shall free each other. 
This alteration, which shall cause two half tolls to be paid between 
Armagh and Chariemont, is made in consequence of the high prices of 
material on that part of the road.' 

“ Per Minute Book, Account Book mislaid. 



1836 Sent. 5. 


Balance to credit of Trustees, 


£332 


18 




1837 


4. 


Do. 


do., 


306 


16 


1 


( 


Account Book mislaid, but in 








1838 J 


1 Minute Book — “Audited and 








1839^ 


j found correct, 2 years. 


— John 








( 


I Hardy, Trustee.” 










1840 Sent. 1. Balance to credit of Trustees, 












per new account book, 


336 


10 


10 


1841 




Do. 


do., 


96 


14 


“I 


1842 


.. 3. 


Do. 


do.. 


182 


12 


4 


1843 


1- 


Do. 


do.. 


93 


13 


6 


1844 


1 - 


Do. 


do., 


29 


11 




1845 


„ 1 . 


Do. 


do., 


206 


9 


10 


1846 


1 - 


Do. 


do., 


344 


1 


0 


1847 


» 6. 


Do. 


do., 


115 


1.3 


8 


1848 


.. i- 


Do. 


do., 


166 


14 


6 


1849 


3. 


Do. 


do., 


166 


12 


7 


1850 


.. 2. 


Do. 


do., 


287 


3 


4 


1851 


„ 1. 


Do. 


do.. 


386 


16 


10 


1852 


„ 6 . 


Do. 


do., 


330 


7 


7 


1853 


„ 5. 


Do. 


do.. 


112 


16 


1 


1854 




Do. 


do., 


64 


1 


11 


1 8.55 


„ 

.. 3. 


Do. 


do.. 


166 


8 


1 


1856Ma,r.22. 


Do. 


do., 


74 14 


1 



‘^Joseph Mathews, Secretary. 



“Armagh, 22nd March, 1856. _ , , 

“Supplemental evidence sent the Commissioner, by^hi^otder. 

n 2 



March 22, 
1856. 

Mr. Joseph 
Mathowa. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




hJarvh -1% 
f-feorge Robi 

SOQ, Kb^., S 



Mr. Mfttliewg. 



3G Turnpike Inquiry, Ireland. 



Geovye lohimon, Esq., c.l., sworn. 

I am one of tlio trustees of tlie road, and I can fully coniimi tlio 
11 - statement of Colonel Caulfeild. I think it is ono of the worst roads in 
the county. I also think the .system of “manning” is very injurious. 
The contractors do little more 'than 6i>rcad tho mud. On the sides of 
the road from this to Charlomont, tliere .are heaps of dirt and stones 
and there is a part wliich goes through a hog without fences, and there 
are at th.at part accmnulatious of slime to bo observed. 

I am a trustee in the original Act. Tho acting menibers now are 
confined to myself. Mr. Olplierts, Mr. Stanley, Mr. Jolin Grotber.s, and 
Mr. '\Villiam Oartlwell ; it is with e.vtreme ditliculty we can got a 
meeting of them. 

I havosmnnioued nieetiiigs frequently, and could get no attendance; 
we are obliged to send about on the day of meeting to get an attendance^. 
Under tbo.se circumstances I think tliey do not take an interest in tlie 
trust, and that it ought to be abolislied. 

1 think the trust at the present moment would be insolvent, if it were 
not for a casual payment of £100 wliich wo got lately ; it was found 
upon examination tiiat £100 remained in hands, and it was paid to us ; 
there is about £50 more due, whicli 1 suppose will be paid tliis year. 

I consider the road in very bad condition from Armagh to Charle- 
niont— shameful, in fact ; three mile.s of it are not fenced. 

My opinion is, tho sooner it is abolislied the better for the county. 

The surveyor of the road is a thorouglily inefficient person ; he is 
upwards of seventy years old, and is stone dc.af. 

I have suggested tliat he bedisinissed.butcouldgctnooue to sccondme. 

1 believe as long as he is there tiie road can never be decently kept. 

• m ° know whetlier the other trustees agreed witli me as to tlio 
inefficiency of tlie surveyor, or that they did not like to remove him ; 
If that was the feeling, it was a very amiable one on their parts. I do 
not know whether it was or not. 

(Mr. Mathews said the surveyor gave an order for the contractor of 
t le road for £30 up to tho 1st M.aroh, which was tantamount to a cer- 
tmeate that the road was in order.) 

I believe the trustees are in tho power of tho contractors, because I 
got Mr. Mathews to issue advertisements, ami tho conaoquenoe was 
that we had not a single contractor to otter. 

So far as I know, the other trustees are of the same opinion with 
regard to tlie abolition. If the road were iu the hands of the county, 

J. do not think it could be so bad. 

We passed no contract this year from Armagh to Newry, as onr funds 
would not allow it. ■' 



money of the Newry people who travel on that 
ro^, and lay it out on tlio road to Oharlemont'f 
res. 



Do yon consider tliat an equitable course! 

I do ; tlie whole road is niider the same trust, ami the money which 
we had ivas distributed to the best advantage. 

*" require repair so much as tlie other 

poitiou, and as we had not funds to attend to the whole, we devoted 
them to tlio road to Uiarlcmont, being most out of repair. 



Mr. J/(U/iem ro-examined. 

The remuneration for repairing tho road was generally from 2W. to 

flnrlo™ Pf per perch for some parts of the road to 

Gharlemont, which was difficult to be kept up. 
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The expense of keeping the whole road for the year ending September, ^farc^l 22, 
1855, was £612 10s. 10c/., exclusive of salaries ; the year before that l8o6. 

itwas£6S4 14s. 2c/. ; and the year previous, 1853, it was £785 Is. 'Id.-, Mathews 

ill 1818, when, the traffic was heavy, and the income high, it was 
£1,204 5s . ; this was cxclusivo of salaries, which amounted to £5 per 
mile before they were reduced. 



Mr. liolimoii re-examined. Mr. Robinson. 

Was of opinion that the trust would be still move insolvent in two or 
three years more, as soon as the Dungannon and Portadowii Railway 
should have been completed, which would materially affect their traffic. 

Between Armagh and Newry, towards Lougbgilly, he had seen grass 
growing over the stones which were placed on the road side, and directed 
the attention of the surveyor to the fact. 

He also saw immense orojjs of weeds, and he believed Mr. Donnelly, 
the Rcgistinr-General, had drawn attention to it in his report. 



Hugh Boyle, Esq., j.p. 

I know the road from Charleinont to Armagh. I travelled it on 
Saturday, Sumlay, and Monday last. I paid toll each day. 

I consider it iu very bad order. There are about three miles not 
fenced. There are no depots for stones. Near Charleinont it is too 
narrow. 

A part of it is very dangerous, and there is a bog on each side of it. 
I liave seen a broken pipe on it, that would be claugeroiis at night, and 
even iu the day time. 

It is the leading road from Armagh to Moy j one of the largest 
monthly fairs in Ireland. 

I would say decidedly not to continue the trust. I think it is the 
general opinion . It is but fair to say that there is a gi-eat deal of traffic 
on the road, and it is hard to keep up. 

I think the turnpike generally operates to restrict communication 
between different parts of the county, and 1 am opposed to them uni- 
versally. 

It prevents people from coming into town. 

I know the imd from this to Nevry that part of it to Markethill, 
on which there is little traffic, is kept in good order. 

I know the road on to Newry. I travelled it some time since, and 
hardly met a single cart ; and 1 remember wlien there was a van and 
two coaches on it. The Markethill road could be maintained at very 
little expense to the county. 



Hugh Boyle, 
Ksq., J.F. 



Uenry JJamlmn, Esq., Armagli, sn oni. 

T am the cmmtv surveyor. The road to Kewry was a very nice road 
some years ago, but latterly it is falling aw.ay. They do not appear to 
?,c"peldmg fomuoh money on it ; and I observe it cat up ,u several 

’’*Trom this to Charlemout the road is in bad couditiou. It is neces- 
sary to have materials brought from a dnstance, and it is a bog road, 
which require.s a good deal of money to keep it up. 

T fliink it wants to be picked and shaped, 

I do Tot know what funds have been available by the trustees. The 



Henry 

Daridson, Esq. 
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March 22, bog part would require about 10s. per percli to put it in order. There 
1856. is a good deal of turf drawn to Armagh from thence. 

Henry percli, there are no good materials to be had on it. 

Davideon, Eiq. H there was a large contract, I tliink it might bo as cheap to brine 
materials from Benburb by boat. ® 

I have made an estimate of the amount required to keep it in order 
once repaired, it would take £448 per annum from this to Cliarleniont^ 
and from this to Newry, £424 j that is, for the whole, £872 per annum! 

The taking off the turnpikes would, as I make it, according to 
Griffith’s valuation, add 2|i. per pound to the county ccss on the barony 
of Armagh. This includes the bog road. ^ 

It would add Id. per pound on Lower Fews. 

Oo Lower Orior it would be |c?. 

In Upper Orior, which is near Newry, it would be LJrf. per pound. 

In the year 1855, on the barony of Armagh, the cess” was nearly 10 
per cent.; on Upper Fews, it was 14 ; on Lower Fews, 10 per cent.; 
on O’Neiland Fast, 12| per cent. ; upon Upper Orior, 10^ per cent. * 
and on Lower Orior, 8^ per cent. ’ 

The average expense, per mile, of the county roads was £11. 

Tliat is very low. 

We will require to expend more for some time to come. 

The grand jury have contracted the expenditure since the famine 
years; in 1834, 554 miles cost £12,832 8s. Ud.; in 1844, there 
were 783 miles, at a cost of £9,895 Is. 4cZ. ; and in the year 1854, we 
had 941 miles, at a cost of £10,945. You see that, while the mileage 
IS increasing, the cost is decreasing. 

The poundage paid to the collectors varies from 6rf. to Is. 

(Mr, Robiitson stated that one year, upon which the trustees had 
the gates upon their own hands, they paid toll-keepers £153.) 

Turnpikes arc very injurious, especially hero, where they are par- 
tial, and people are obliged to pay tolls at one side, while upon other 
sides they pay nothing. 

They tend to shut the country people out of the towns, and operate 
to the prejudice of trade; the drainage commissioners have pulled 
down the bridge separating Armagh from Tyrone, whick must be built 
at the cost of both counties; the trustees have not contributed; I 
think we will have to build another bridge on that road also. 



D.R.Groodlatte, 

E,q. 



Duvid Ilichardson OoodIcUie, Esq., Salem Lodge, sworn. 

The part from this to Charlemont is a bad roarl ; I agree in all that 
has been said about it by Mr. Eobinson and others. 

I think the trust is an open fraud upon the public, because the pur- 
pose for which the Act was passed-entting down hills, &o.— was 
never carried out; every one I have spoken to is of that opinion also. 

It IS the general opinion that turnpikes ought to be abolished. 

1 do not think It would increase the county cess so niuoli as they 
eay ; carts from Tyrone from Blackwatertown, Moy, and other places, 
can evade tolls now, and do so. z > 

In consequence of that, it takes more to support the county roads, 
of which the people avail themselves now, than if the traffic were 
more equally distributed, as it would be if the turnpike were a county 

,A year hence the Dungannon and Portadown railway will be 
opened, and that will take a good deal of the traffic. 
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According to the county surveyor, it would cost about £SOO a-year 
to keep the road. — 

It now costs that, and they are in had repair; I would rather see Mr.T.Kidd,j.p. 
the road under the control o£ Mr. Davison, who is an efficient officer. 



Thomas Kidd, Esq., J.P., Armagh, sworn. 

The road from Nowry to Charlemont, at the time the turnpikes 
were established, was in good order, but since then it ha-s visibly 
fallen away ; now the grass is growing on either side to a considerable 
extent. 

Oomparing it with comity roads, it appears to be neglected. 

Since the Act was passed, only two hills, about two perches m 
length, were cut down ; that was done lust summer, and occupied a 
much longer time than was iiecessaiy, and was done iu a manner dan- 



gerous to passengers. , , i ^ t 

The turnpikes have driven carts off the road; lattery, when i 
travelled from this to Newry, I met very few carts— formerly I could 

hardly pass them. , ^ t , t • • 

The railway has principally afFccted the traffic ; I believe it is m- 
juriug the trade of Newry and Armagh very seriously. 

I am opposed to the ocmtiimaiioe of the trust. 

It ia a leading line, hai’ing a number of branches, and I do not think 
it is fair to the inhabiUints immediately on the road to be obliged to 
pay tolls, wben persons in the neighbourhood can use county reads. 

it is a great annoyance to the people of Annagh to be obliged to 
pay turnpikes if they go out to drive on this road. 

I was one of thi trustees and the treasurer of the Lisburn and 
Monagban turnpike lino ; the objects for which the Act was obtained 

were accomplished in that case. o r -a i 

We took down hills, and made nearly a new road of it, when the 
time expired we relinquished the trust. 



Mr. John Allen affirmed. Mr. J. AlUn. 

I have been a farmer for some years ; I reside within three mdos 
of Armagh ; I know the road for more than fifty years, and before the 

Act was riassed. , . . i 

I think it was in good condition before the Act pMsed. ^ 

I think the part between Armagh and Charlemont was then m better 
condition than since the Act was passed. ., 

Looking at the state of the country, I think turnpikes are a very 

undesirable way of keeping up roads. ■ Tdn not ’ 

Nothing can be more unpopular, and justly unpopular, I™ 
think thefe are five landholders of inteUigenoe m the county who 

Skseverid farmers from the -ighWhood of 
Loughgall, and they commissioned me to express their senti . 

They di not pay tolls at all, and yet they are opposed 
They would have been here to-day, if it was notfor agncultml affairs 
Tn Yhr year 1835 I waited on the late Lord Gosford, in order to 
oppose ttJ measurf; and he told me it would he better to have the 

‘“^^thl'Ce“ cutdown, I consider there wa. a breach 

of faith in relatioD to the Act. 
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•John tutunley, Solicitoi*, Arma-^li, sworn. 

I have heeu a trustee of this line since 1847 ; reading the preamble 
J. Si«nkj-,E.q. of the Act, I think clearly that faith has not been kept with the public 
It would be better to abolish the trust ; the roads would be in better 
repair if in the hands of the comity. 

The trustees, about six years ago, at least as many of them as have 
acted, took Counsel s opinion n.s to M'lictlicr they could uivo up the 
trust, and the opinion was, that wo could not hand it over to the 
county, as contemplated, without an Act of Parliament. 

If we could do so, it would have boon done at that time. 

The public are unanimous that it would be desirable to abolish it. 



Mi. R. Riddall. Mr, liohevt RiddaZl sworn. 

I belong to tho fl™, of 
Kobeit Riddall * Co, ; I keep horses— generally six, and they are kept 
busy ; going to Dungannon, or Kewry, they have to p.ass a turnpike 

tow^’u pays'tdf* ‘ I “"'C into 

When I send it away ground it also pays toll. 

That has an injurious tendency upon trade ; that is tho general 
opinion. ® 

Turnpikes have been considered a grievaiiee for many ve.ars. 

iT‘! thrown open, I think 

tended «'<»■'= ™ d Sc- 

People are driven iii several instaneea to other towns, whore they 
go free of toll, and avoid Armagh. - 

"-’'oat at lower 

puces at Moy rather than come to Armagh, both in conseouenco of 
the bad condition of the road and the toll-baik sequence of 

to la™!'’'*'™™ .■ - dangerous 

My own life has been frequently endangered drivinir upon it • I 
know the other roads m the county, ami I tli ink it is tho^worat ' 

trust 

nel r::^: x^h‘tLtLvrnot’:{:^l ^ 

There is a general opinion, iii which I ennom. *i 

roMbgtrtm:pX^" - conseqnence’:f;”lI 



Mr. R, Addy. 



Mr. Robert Add)/ \i\vovi-\, 

Armagh and hare a corn-mill at the Cliarle- 

by Mrliidtu appt"^ '■ 

I buy corn in market, and am obliged to pay the tolls for the parties 
from whom I buy it, to induce them to carry it to the mill. 

It costs mo toll to conic iu to buy it. 

all,^toU was paid.“"® '* 

When I send it into town as flour, it pays toll also. 

The bread going out to tho country in that direction pays toll again. 
1 would wish to see tolls abolished. ^ ^ ^ 
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Mr. Sirnon Ihjan, Armagli, sworu. March 22, 

I am a car-owner, and keep a hotel and posting-establishinent. 

I have travelled the Toads frequently for the last 14 or 15 years j Mr. 3. Ryan, 
they have always been very bad, and the charge is Ic^. per mile to 
Charlemont. 

Until lately, if I sent a car from this to Kewry, the}" would charge 
a toll, and on coming back, if there were new passengers they enforced 
another toll, 

They have not done so for some time, in consequence of a decision 
here. 

Previous to the deci.sion by the Judge, it Avould sometimes cost 2d. 
per mile, and I can go by railway for per mile, without any appre- 
hension as to the ■^voa^ and tear of carts. 

The objection to turnpikes is genera). The general feeling is, that 
the people would rather pay Qd. per pound, county cess, than those 
tolls. 



Mr. Edbert Flernwg, Armagh, sworn. 

I have mills here. 

I am of opinion that tolls ought to be abolished. 

I have freipiently heard farmers declare they would rather pay 
more, and have the roads under the County Surveyor. 



Mr.R. Fleming. 



J3ELFASX AND CRUMLIN TRUST. 

(9j Statute Miles.) 

Mr. William Simms sworn. Mr. W. 8imm*. 

I am clerk to the Belfast and Crmnlin road, and have been so since 
its conimcucemcnt in 1835. at a salary of £30 per annum. 

My duties are to attend meetings of the trustees, and keep minutes 
and accounts. (Hands iii Schedule B 4.) 

There is no other paid officer, except the surveyor, Mr. Lanyon, who 
receives £30 also. >!o other persons connected with it are paid, except 
the labourers and the overseers. 

The Bank is the treasurer, aud is not paid. ... , 

The road is 9| Irish miles in length. It is considered m good re- 
nnir. The average cost of keeping it in repair is about £i 0 per mile, 
thicli iududea salaries. Tliere are collectors’ fees lli.s year, lut tlie 
tolls for two years preceding were farmed out. There was a reduction 
of tolls in my memory. The maximum toll, as allowed by the Act, is 
not demanded off ererything ; it is charged on all articles, except calls 

or cars without springs. , , . n jf n,. 

Where there are droves of cattle there is an allowance. If the cattle 
puss singly they are charged full toll, even going to market. Any 
number of cattU, pigs, or sheep, under a score, is charged 
toll. I do not know why this reduction was made, except that the 
owners of stock would have evaded the tolls altogether, by taking 

'^Vt°peoplo get an opportunity, they avoid paying toll^ as ageneral 
rule ^PeTOle have tried to avoid paying toll on the Cruraliii road. 

There are Le gates to catch them. For a few years after the tiiim- 
pike was erectel a number of people had to he brought up before the 

when I enter the item of manual 
labour in the accounts, I include what is paid to an overseer or ga „ . 

His duty is to measure stones, and keep the labourers time. 
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Cross-examined, 

There is one principal gate and one side-gate on the road. 

nnoma.l trafo ,h £ T5.i^-_x ° 



The 



^aie ana one side- 

Mr. W. Simms, principal gate is about one mile from Belfast. 

The principal gate catcbes all the Belfast people, and anv Crumlir 
people coming to Belfast. There was one gate at the Crumlin end 
abandoned by the trustees, as it did not pay the wages of the gate- 
Keeper. ° 

Re-examined. 

The trustees built a house for the gate-keeper. It is valued at £6 
per annum. I do not know how much it cost. It was built on a site 
granted free by Mr. Michael Andrews; but the trustees have no deed 
01 the nmnertv. 



of the property. 

The tolls sold last December for iG80. 
different years. 



They vary^ as to price, in 



C. Lanyon.Esq. 



Charles Lanyon, Estp, sworn. 

I am surveyor for the county. I know the Belfast and Crumliu 
Irust. I am surveyor of that. I heard the last witness, and his state- 
ment of the facts, so far as I know, is correct. The road is in very 
good order. (Mr. Lanyoii hero stated that he nttcmled tho Ooniniis^ 
sioner m order to give such information as to facts as might bo required ■ 
he had no instructions from the trustees, who, he believed, were indif- 
ferent as to the abolition of the tolls.) 

v«w 'irf "r r'.f >-oad in repair varies 

veiy mnoh according to its proximity or otherwise to Bclfak 

wbT.I Upper Belfast, nhout Si Irish miles, on 

which IS the greatest traffic, amounts to about ,£S,3 per mile, including 
all expenses incidental to repairs. Including .salaries, it would averao-o 
at £5 per mile more, taking it at ton miles." 

My own salary is £30. 

Ithinkthcyhavonemoney 

The greatest amount of trafBc is upon the three first miles It is 

iWoSf f “<1 from the spinning-mills, bleaoh- 
ing-works, limestone and blackstone quarriQ.s 

on enrlT* Specially adviso a reduction of toils. Tlie toll was reduced 
on carts, because it was more felt by farmers and others drawing than 

upposition tlut it would bo a inoro equitable distribution of taxes, 
to™ 

£4^0 Vereimmi" tLo Laroiiy would be assessed in 

mid in f I ’i i”® ‘“i'® o.boliahed. That would bo 

??y n^riy 

thr^e foniSr 7U J °f Belfast pays nearly 

n A °f Shankhill is valued at £125,aSl. by Mr 

Griffith, and tho barony of Upper Belfast, £139,333. ^ 

Cross-examined. 

whicMake^in^h municipal boundary, 

rmrunted to "n9fir^”' of Townparks and part of Llone, andfi 
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GrifBtli’s valuation in 1839 for the townland of Townparts and the Murch'Hl, 
town of Belfast amounted to £102,699. ^ 

But there is part of the Townparks not included in the municipal c.Lmron.Eiii. 
boundary, and that accounts for the discrepancy. 

Re-exatniiud. 

Til© most costly road maintained, by presentment in the county 
Antrim is the Ormeau-road. It is not a turnpike road. There is only 
hall-a-mile under repair, and it costs about £268 per English mile, or 
£341 per Irish mile. mi ^ 

Turnpike roads leading out of Belfast cost £160 per mile. The cost 
of the Ormeau-road is paid by the barony of Upper Belfast. 

The next most costly road on the county is the Shankhill-road, 
which is the old Belfast and Ctumlin thoroughfare It is parallel to 
the new turnpike road, and costs about £70 per mile. The turnpike 
road bus taken all the heavy traffic off that line, because it is better, and 
all the mills arc upon it. . , , , n 

There is a stop-gate on the old road which makes the tolls common 
to both. They must pay on both roads. 

A person cannot drive farther than a mile and a-quarter on the old 
road without paying toll. I believe the streets of Belfast cost 2os. 
per English perch, but I do not know of my own knowledge ; Mr. 

Hastings can tell that ; he is surveyor to the Town Council. 

Tlio OoMMissiONEB,. — Have yon formed an.v view whether the abo- 
lition or maintenance of turninkes generally is bene6eial to the traf- 
fic and trade of the country ? „ T, 

In reference to the trade of the country?— No, I have not. 

As to whether they are beneficial to the country or not? 

That depends very much on the traffic on the road. When roads are 
roads of considerable ti-affic, I think the turnpike system is the best. 

In this I speak merely as to tho conducting of repairs, and of the 
manner in which the road can be kept in repair— it is upon that 

point only that I speak. . „ , 

^ Upon what ground do yon form your opinion, that it is more easily 
kept in repair under the turnpike trust than under the Grand Jury 

sys^tem ? turnpike trust, because you 

have labour and materials at command whenever you want them, and 
you are able to appily them whenever they are required. The control 
is more perfect than under any other system. 

[Mr. Lantos proceeded to state, in reply to several questions, that if 
money was laid out under any other system in the same way “ “iJer 
the tLpike system, of course it would be as effective as that of the 
turnpike system, as far as repairs were concerned.] 
l/ under that system, the roads were thrown opeo 
you think that that throwing open of the roads would benefit trade and 

™ ThaTifa^ery difficult question to answer, so far as Belfast is con_ 

eerned* for supposing all the turnpike roads in the neighbourhood of 

Llfast’ abolished, it would be the means of throwing a considerable 
“ of taxation upon Belfast and its immediate ne.^ 

It would throw additional taxation on the barony of Upper Belfast of 

mole thar£2Tf300 a-year, which would be about in pound 

?b”? ext™ taiation laid be thrown ever the entire population, and 

the road,” I mean those who 
do not use it with their own carts and horses. 
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J3y “ those who use the roswl,” I mean those wlio pay tolls at the 

pt03, without any lofereiieo to tlio owiiei’ of tlie load itself whether 

C. Lanyon,Es(i. seller, Ihctor, or consumer. ’ 

The assessment on the hiirony itself was £1,75S for the last half, 
year; the total applotmcnt on the harony, including £2 437 pronor 
tiou of comity at large, makes a total of £4,ia4, or £2 16s. per cent' 
or &id. in tlio pound ; ami the ]iaymcnt of £3,200 additional would 
Selfasf “PP'i'' barony of 

Manures and lime, if for agricultural purpu.sus, pass free on tho 
Cmmlm roau. 

Koniission of tolls upon certain commodities necessarily made the 
average toll heavier on other articic.s. 

The toll cliarged on cars with springs is (id., while a loaded cart 
without springs, is only chargod 3d. ’ 

cart would'ilo more damago to the road than four or five 

111 such cases, the charge is not in proportion to the use, or wear and 
tear of the road. 

Taking wear and tear into consideration, 1 should say that this re- 
duction on marketable eoinmoditie,s must bo more than 100 per cent 
Ihere are sis; turnpikes within two and a-half Irish miles of Belfast 
the Antrini, Orumlm, Carrickfergtis, Falls, Lisburn, and Malone 
roads. The inhabitants of Belfast cannot drive on any of these roads 
without paying toll ; but there is a privilege on some of them, by 
which the iiiliabitants may drive as often a.s they plca.se for a guinea 
a-year. Ihe .shorte.st distance you can drive from Belfast, without this 

There are no roads in the comity Antrim by wliioh a person can 
drive out of Belfast without paying toll, except tho Queen's IBridgo and 
the Ormeau road, and those roads are leading to tho county Sown 

r™ bouae-building is greater on the turn., ike 

roads thau on the Ormeau road. ^ 

The improvements have taken place within tlio turnpikes. 

and the'pip'ro'’?- 1*“'" ^“‘‘‘■ble for villas tlia.i the other ro.ads, 

tlmt sort The , “ for mills, and for a population of 

iinlltet L- vil .« t, 'wif ‘’""S >»»■« into the 

niaucet loi Milas tlian it tliey wore rotamod. 

i 10 gates were at the borough honmlary four years ami. On the 

gatowerfro^™^^^ i“>'oa^cl since tho 

It was genemlly thought to he a hardship upon the town, their 
position ; and the Town Oouncil had a clause imserteil in their last Act 

>-eirioverl them 4m.-I 

liirther than they were compelled. 

[Mr. 11. Lisdsat, T.o. said tlio removal took place shortly before the 
Act passed, and evidently in anticipation of it. ' Tliey w"re o rem, ve 

nml®ne ,7l “r '™^d‘cd. Tl.r l ad 

not done so, however, to any great e-xteiitl 
I believe those improvements were made since tho removal of the 
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lie-examined. Marehfl, 

. ItiSo, 

aates. I have no cloubt that the removal of the turnpike gates on the 

5falonc road lias increased the value of tlic jiropert)' j but the im- C.Lanyon,Esq. 

provements are not entirely conseiiuent on the removal of the toll- 

gates. 

Cfoss-examined. 

The Orineau road is one of the two thoroughfares leading to the 
county Down, and is much shaded by trees; it is low and diliicuU to 
drain. That is the reason why it is so expensive to keep in repair. 

There is a village called Newtownbreda .some distance out on it, as well 
as a place called Willowvale. 

Tolls ought to be aboli.shed on any road that cannot maintain itself ; 
because it is necessary to maintain them both by county presentment 
and tolls. 

The road from Antrim to Coleraine, the Belfast and Crumlin road 
by Castlerobin, and the liaunalistown and Malone roads, cannot sup- 
port themselves. 

[Mr. Hamill. — A presentment has been passed for the Falls road to 
maintain it.] 

I believe you are right; if so, it cannot be self-supporting. 
lie-examined. 

Eoads cannot be so perfect under the presentment as under the turn- 
pike system, because under the latter they get work and materials as 
they please, and the work was done differently under the county. The 
contract is often not fulfilled, the certificate kopped, and although no 
absolute loss occurs to the county, still it is less perfect in its system of 
repairing than the other, or turnpike system. 

Cro&s-examined, 

It is a most important thing to maintain the roads in order. During 
the last three years there have been upwards of 100 contractors who 
have been refused their certificates, owing to non-compliance with the 
terms of the contract. There are about 1,100 miles under contract m 
the county Antrim, and between 200 and 300 contractors. I think 
that when the expenditure amounts to snch a large sum, it would be 
absolutely necessary to have additional assistance for measuring mate- 
rial as the present staff of surveyors would he insufficient. In Antrim 
the^expenditure is larger than in any other county in Ireland except 
Cork and the cost for .superintendence is less than in any other county. 

The 3c/ already charged on carts I believe may interfere with trade, 
to a certain extent. It might have a tendency to prevent parties 
coming into town, but it is not likely that Zd. would keep any out 
who have produce to sell. 



lie-examined. 

There is a disadvantage to the comity of Antrim farmers, which the 

county Down farmers do not labour under. ^ 

I am surveyor of tliree otlier lines— the Belfast and Carrich, the 
Belfast and Lisburn, and Belfast and Antrim. I have fe 

each. I have £60 a-ye.ar for Belfast and Antrim and the Belfast a 
Carrict, and £30 for the Belfast and Lisburn 
the Crumlin road. My evidence as to the tolls generally apply 

I tMnk it would he wise to get rid of the trust on the road from 
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Antrini to Coleraine, as well as upon the other roads that are not self 
supporting. ^ 

Mr. Daniel Hanna was employed by the trustees on the Lisburn 
road while an assistant to me. rjisourn 



+ 1 , ^iuT“ ‘’TO of those trusts at a .s.alary. They were on 

the Malone and Palls road. I do not know what his salary was Ho 
could not go to inspect his district without going over one or other of 
these two roads. He is not now a county assistant, but ho is still sur 
veyor under the trust. 



J. |.^Perju»u. John jr. Fergmm, Esq., u.n., and Deputy. Lieutenant, Belfast, sworn. 

Mr Pergusoii stated that ho attended at the desire of his co-trustees 
of tlie Cimulin road, to alford all ncccssiary information. 

The road was made at the expense of the county, the Grand Jurv 
finding the money It cost £9,213 in 1S3C. There was a mortg"{ 
given to the Grand Jury for the amount by the trustees. No portion 
of the mortgage money was ever paid back. Tlie mortgage was sur 
lendered to the trustees on the terms tliat wo would maintain the roads 
out ot the tolls. That condition was verbal, if I remember rii-ht 

tolls upon*it inol•casing^h; 

I agree with Mr. Lauyon’s evidence generally. The net income 
from £700 to £800 a-year. We farm 4e tolls^sometimes C when 
we do not farm, we pay a collector. ™ 

If we could pt the road kept up in the same .state, for the same 
amount annually, by Grand Jury cess, there would bo no necessity 
fortbe tolls; but my observation in this neiglibourliood leads me to 
form an opinion quite the reverse of tliat-that you cannot geTthe 

I quite agree with Mr. Lanyon as to the cause of this_a better 
command of labour and material, and the turnpike roads are kept clear 
of mud, and material inoro carefully spread, ^ 

if produced by deficient legislation, for 

f the county surveyor and assistants hud the same facilitfes, as n, do 
the turnpike system I don’t see why the roads should not be as well 
kept. I also think that the turnpike roads about Belfast should bo 
under one trust, instead of under separate trusts, for there would be 
an ^economy of the staff; and groat facility in the finaucS TaJ^tge! ' 

One tru, St has a deficiency of funds, while another has a surplus 
which would not then be the case. I think it is a fair tax, becLse 
those w-ho use the road keep it up. On tlie Orumlin road, you would 
add to my county cess £4, and lessen my tolls by £12, so that I wou d 
be a gainer that much, i you abolish the tolls ; but do away wiTh all 
tods and you improve the condition of the country. It is an ecu 
menu «>j‘»“>y‘l“«ewho use a road should pay for it.’ ! 

^ ‘he ’'orae and cart that wears the road pays for its 
loads, and empty carts, all pay alike. ^ 

Jhafc does not look equitable if closely examined, but it would not 
be very easy to come nearer to equity in point of practice. 

In a county where there pe no turnpike roads, almost all the inha- 
bilauts contri^bnteto the maintenance of the roads, even though many 
01 the contributors neyer see them. ° ^ 

I am not prepared to go into the equity of that arrangement. 
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I do not include purchasers in a market atiiong those who use a 
road, although they may ultimately pay the amount of the toll. The 
manVho brings his loaded cart into market, is benefited by that road, j 
and therefore ought to pay. I think that principle is recognised in 
our Grand Jury law. All the iuhabitauts around a turnpike pay 
directly or indirectly for the road. 

[A Farmer. — It is very strange that our neighhours from the county 
Down can come into market free, and we have to pay toll.] 

I always found the greatest difficulty to get the Grand Juries to 
present sufficient money to keep the roads in repair all about Belfast. 
My feeling is, that if I went to the Grand Jury for a half-yearly 
instalnicnt”of ;£250, to keep the Crumlin road in repair, they would 
not present it, it is so very large a sum, I think that the magistrates 
and cess-payers, at presentment sessions, would hesitate about grantiug 
so large a sum as £250, half-yearly, for the repairs of this road for the 
first five miles. 

Cro^s-eicmimed. 



A comity of Antrim farmer gets no more for his produce than a 
county Down fanner. The roads are to be kept up by direct taxation 
or tolls, or by indirect taxation, in the shape of county cess, and tolls 
make the county cess lower. I do not know that the county Down has 
higher county cess than Antrim. ^ ^ ^ n ■ xi 

1 do not see any thing unfair in keeping up the system of tolls in tlie 
county Antrim, although not paid by the farmers m the county Down 
The tolls are so slight as scarcely to affect prices. Tolls are the most 
equitable way of as-sesament, provided they are general. 

I do not see any unfairness in making the Antrim farmer pay toll ; 
but I think it its a hardship to have turnpikes on the county Antrim side, 
and none on the county Down side. , , . xt 

In reply to Dr. Montgomery, Mr. Ferguson stated, that there was 
an absolute expenditure, 'vitUout any reton, of £100 
Crumlin road, in the Bakriea of officers. He did not thiuk that that 
sum would be saved, if the road was transferred to the county, owing 
to the constitution of the Grand Jury laws, which could be very much 
improved. 



Mr. William Woods, Upper Falls, sworn. 

Is a farmer and land agent, and particularly well acquainted with 

the Be fa™ and Oruinlin road, as well as the three turnpike roads 
the ueiiast a roads were grouped 

Sritlla j — • 

one end to the “‘“^fwas a tage and he wLffi be 

distance was too grea . raaiutenance of the entire road, in 

satisfied to have thrown on h like this, which 

preference to the Jefer throwing all the roads 

was principally ^ turnpike on one and leaving it ofl 

in the country open, to puttmg a inrnpiao v 

another. 



March 22, 
1856. 

. F. Ferguson, 
F.sq., J.P. 



Mr. W. Woods. 
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22 . ^ Two of tl.eao roads werealmost entirely repaired by tlic Grand Jnw 

Since the passing ol the Act; nnd. on one of them the Ilannnliairr 

Mr. W. vyoodB. road-be believed tbere was not <mn penny ev|OTi<le.l by the truhres 
ior nearly eleven years after tbo Act rvas passed. Ho could not tell 
wbat was (lone witli the tolls collected. ' 

_ As regarded the Palls road, nothing in the way of levelling widen- 
ing or improving had ever been accomplished; only surfact renairs 

portiZof drroad;'’'“’ 

Less was charged now for carts than formerly 
The fanners residing in the locality of these roads, had held meetings 
a winch, they got up petitions against the turnpikes, and a deputation 
ora these farmers, waited on the trustees, who sent a deputation from 
their mranbers, along with the deputation from the farmers, to the Grand 
Jury, offering to resign the trusts; but the Grand JmV refused to 
receive it, on the ground that tlioy h.ad iio power to do so, aih cord ^i, e 
no guarantee that the road would l)o repaired. 

He had been a road contractor for twenty years, up to 1849 since 

“ “-T opinion was, 

the Grand Jury system, if properly carried out by the county surveyor 
and his ossistents, as was the case in the county Antrim, was 3 

hy ZZiZr «-^yst;nrpi““d 



BELFAST AND 

COPELAND WATEK {Carrickfergus) T.RUST. 

(28 Statute Miles.) 

a.C.Hradmiia. Giorye Crawford Ih/ndman, Esq., re-examinod, 

kTsStararj '/"’" t *" f'" ^ ^'‘0 P ®-' 

I am cleZ te b^tb ■" 

kept of tlie oxpenditime on each foad ’ ’’ 

Both these line.?, as far as I can judge, are payin.. lines 
buur:‘y £: -“a paymg line, 

gu^line; bu\^ertlinlyrafc‘Zer'line 

it. the man who naid tolkZ ti i '* P<^y 

ro;dwhich he dinlte. ' ^ 

There is in hands at present, on the whole trnst, about £1,600. In 
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18M tho balance in bank wae £1,700 ; in 1852 it was £1,400 ; and ^ 
‘”l®fm'tirpfi;n°‘lbo makes tbo general Parliamentary return, s,o,Hy.d™», 
bottd dobk mortgages, or annuity ; but tbe« is a debt 
in our books, Grand Jury, in 

^^’slloft^oTnrfosf^^ol'^tirl^^b'e surface o/tbe road to Antnm 
-miring it wady for Oarrickfergus road. 

ve^“' 8 «,J;llSrerewastbe 

that the Grand Jury did not “Xeted^ mail coach 

to the Grand Jury that a present ho to Is ooU oted^^^.^ 

road from Ballymena to 3 ,„„« in good repair, and 

oient to defray the expen nnd Belfast trust hare an excess of 

that the trustees and okirges of maintaining tho trnst ; 

funds at present, abor e all co as thev can, -without interfering 

rve recommend that such smn ^vith'out inconrenienoe, should 

•with the objects of then t , > i ^ ^ j ^nd Coleraine trust, 

be granted by them to he ‘'“tf„rtl e road and to become a charge 
to be applied solely on the ™P t,nst as soon as the funds 

on the * 1,0 Lme."^ This resolution -was signed by 

M° G.^Iacartney* h.p., expenditure 

trustooB, in payment of the debt of £4,1- ■ 

There was nothing paid since. 

There is no on either of the roads, until within 

Antrim road. , , g j n,ade on carts drawing 

In 1854 a reduction from 4e(. to on. 

farming produce. j Ballyclare, said that the cart 

charged 1 .., which still m-ado 



The maximum under the 



returning with another 

nrf,'Lk. and turf are free from toll. 

Act was 4cf. redaction made on passenger cars, 

There was, at the same ‘ ^ forwards on paying a single 

which are allowed P“» double toll. They are aUowed 

tlris reduction whether 

arorro"Scras 1 Ibetber the passengers returning were 
the same as those who “|. 1 { t a,i,a Antrim, and, perhaps, four 

There are two gates betweenjk^^t^^^^^^ . , ,,0 

““y"eC ealh gate, though the Act anthormes toll to 

demanded at each. Belfast is about two and n-bal£ 

The nearest of ® tj,e Antrim side is about one mile 

miles from the town, lue g 

from that town. ^ 
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ac.»ynaman, can get home by the cars at whatever hoiirTlihr ^ 

I wae fet at Antrim, by car, in the wtoer 

the *« travel by 

people to abolish the tolls. ^ “ 'Onvemence to those 

At the present moment there.is a sum in bant to *i 

trust, of upwards of £1,800, part of which is a rXl 

lessees; and another portion will have to t ,hT ‘‘‘e 

standing accounts, leaving a surplus of £1 COO *“ 

Alter our reduction of tolls in 1 +u« ’ 

We have not, on the Antrim life’ cnt™ow‘n Plf 
heeause the Grand Jury made them ’all loveTfbr uf 

private indiriduX,'"e® tShito uu\° ™ ®°™P°siticn with 

private families of ’the town fse If^st 

with their horses, gigs, and anil^es L^lt f<»' pleasure, 

annum. Ifhis arrangement did not extend to? one guinea per 
merchandise or cattle to pass ^ ‘ husiness matters, or allow 

Mr. Hoffmeister, the Ool'leotor of Oust™"^*’ have been kepi a secret.] 
Pike-gato a few hundred yard “ St? ““‘“t 

through the gates only twonty-onrtimra in o°nW go 

ess they made an anm.al an™ « Bt?, 

the guinea, these persons aad all tbeirf^m- 1 ^ tlio annual payment of 

througu the gates'as often ast? y pTeto 1 “ 

Ifa gentleman had several vpb:;i„; ' , 

guinea a-year would free them all fList? that 

vehioles, for the present year, htded in ? “fP'>“‘‘“iis for business 
that list IS the name of FentorSol I B 5 and B 0.] In 

business is partly i„ the town, and mrtltt’’ f -f " whose 

They go about five miles on the md ’ ^^y‘^®-P=^-k- 

They have several vehioles. 

Ml. i’enton, the head n( ♦iia c 

^ IS a-year. ’ ‘‘t Ballyoraigy, near Antrim, pays 

eleven W?tndle? They live between 

«■* > 1 ^ 
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The railway runs parallel and close to this road, and the Oarnckfer- 

stated that, at the auction of the tolls, tWs list was G,o.^dn..n, 
read out, and the tolls were let subject to it. ihe particulars of t 

“Tr°f HnrBrs”“^ of these compositions until he 

Mo™p™mSng th^Un^tew i these compositions. 

I do not tliink it was a secret. ^ 

I only lieard one person complain that it w^ a secret. ^ 
rMr. B. Hughes said he complained that it was a secret , and A . 
p 1 TwnqAY said an entire deputation made a similar complaint.] 

®Tlere was an L™ at the letting of ^.tolls, that they 

^‘'The’S wlirifirEeW^^ the aoconnts for the year were 

■75is“hS""-srrs^ 

Parties who could not and to 

nr^SriWig^ and made an arraugemeut with 

the persons who farmed the tolls. „ 

[Hands in document marked Schedule B 7.J 

Cross-examined. 

If the tolls had been let not subject to 
tlio tot of the composition, n^e the road 

B 8), that on the 18th of Pebrnary, > J Messrs Clarke, Patterson, 

Ca: Bemard Hughes, &c., formed 

“■ Tinnot reeal the fact to my “™ory. 

la the document itself true, g™era y jj gpeaking, I think 

I shall not undertake ^ 1853. 

most of the facts are correctly set forth, antt am 



MieH Liruhay, Es^., Oliftonyille, sworn. 

I was one of the deputation r these agreements, and it 

They made a special reauest for a copy of these agieem ^ ^ 



IULiDds*y,E»(l. 
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was refused. This printed paper, marked Schedule B 8, is substantially 

Cross-examination o/Mr. Hyndman resumed. 

Mr. Lanyon was paid £80 per annum, as surveyor of the two roads 
up to 1849, when his salary was reduced to £60. ’ 

On the road to Antrim there are two overseers, or gangers, who keep 
an account of the men’s work, measure the stones, <kc., but do not pav 
any wages. ^ 

One of tliesegangers, named Micliael PuIIam, gets 23s., and the other 
named John Lloyd, 125. per week. ^ 

This they are paid fortnightly, whether it is wet or dry, or whether 
workmen are working or not. 

On the Carrickfergus road there is one ganger, named John Lee 
who IS paid 17s. per week. ' 

The reason why one of the men gets 23s. a-week, when he lias only 
halt the road to attend to, while the other, who has the whole road to 
look after, gets bat 17s. is, th.at there is a great deal of traffic on the 
Antnm-road. 

Pullam may have had 25s. per week. 

At one time there was an expenditure of very large amount on 
the Antnm-road. 

Who was the £750, out of the £4,125, paid to? 

I cannot say exactly. I think to the Grand Jury. 

V7as it paid to the Coleraine trust? Not that I know of It 
""‘plr applied for their benefit ; but I do not know that it'wa.s 

[Mr. Thounton.— I t went direct to the trustees of the Coleraine 

‘1« tolls on the Antrim 
bust. They had no right to hand money from one side of the county 

nmkrrt ]“' ^ t“ 

1 varying from £125 

to £.,o0 for collecting the tolls ; were they farmed or collected 1 
they were collected. 

of ’'’‘‘I*’,'® t'loir own hands during the latter part 

• Poftbri 1 ?® r 1850, 1851, and part of 1852. 

£ 9 SQ 1 a 1’“'' oollection £125 10s. : 1848 

£2o9 14s. ; 1849, £252 2s. 8d ; 1850, £250 10s • 1851 £25(1 Ss Hr/ ■ 
and for the half year of 1852, £120 15s ' ’ ® ' 

These sums were paid for collection, and perhaps some trivial ex- 
penses, such as printing and stationery. acinviaiex 

thero ^‘^"yoo and I went to London on this trust, heiiio- sent 

there by the trustees at the expense of the trust, when there was an 

S^theTiwlvL^ r r'l’-" “d others, who 

Antrim, 

ral\‘eX’r“*/f.°‘'‘' '“‘“'-‘ol under the gene- 

ral heading cuntnigent expenses, £105 IGs.” und it was £40 1^? 

I cannot tell wlmt the other items in this £105 16 j. were. 

Iie-exa?nined. 

An understanding was entered into between the opponents of the 

" i.ostnS=^;:^ 

Clark to witness, 
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“ HouBe of Oommons, 10th May, 18o3. 

Turnpike >“ 

not to he opposed this ye< , ,,,n„npi- as last year, to which no op- 

llonewal Act exactly in ^oV 

position is to be made on pL/of the trustees, that m 

hand, it ie distinctly understood *“ 1853 ^ tkcy are to - 

case they intend to ^ intention, so tliat the oppo- 

glve full and timely public notice ot buci u 

ncnts may "^nS to wlioin I have shown this letter, 

“ I subjoin a list of the gentien in tj^e above airange- 

and who M cess-payers who have deputed 

ment, to consent.—Y ours faithfully, 

you, have already give y ftoBEar J. Tennent. 

Ti:::r::::rr:rL 

m': UrUonditlons referred to in that letter fairly cnrr.od outl 

SoTa"t'the papers. I believe that “full and t.mely 

public notice” was given. . Hyndman was pressed very 

^ [At this stage of the Mr. Lrndsay 

strongly by Mr- f bad duly authorized him and 

and others, as to if such authors 

Mr. Lanyon to proceed of the Board, in winch case the 

it must have been at a f S"’“ 7^‘afied tor. Mr. Hyndman directly 
production »f without consulting the trustees 
hi: risen for adopting such course, he sard 

thought it would not bo advisable, (.pared to prove that, in 

Subsequently Mr. sii^ Mr. Hyud- 

presonce of Lord Naas with having come to London 

^So^uhf LthXf f bi'rth:';iiad 

" 

to London.] 



ally in a 
iiice the 



nomas Jamieson, Esq.. Ballyhaiinnage, sworn 

1 I'r.lf-jsjt tunii)ike-road, it was general 
As to the Antrim ami Lelf^t declined on it sr 

1 ad condition m winter, 
opening of the railway. turnpikes, though they knew 

'"SStflueX“ rtitVoSy --kefa instead of 
coming to Belfast. 



T Jam’esen 
E^.l. 
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Several smaU markets have sprung up of late years, which are attri 
bnted, m some measure to tolls. I believe the system of oountv 
assessment to be fair, and the tolls very unfair and partial in their 
operation. ^ 

The turnpike system should either be universal or not applied at all 
As a eess-payer, I contribute to support roads which I never saw’ 
but 1 did not object to that, provided tolls were abolished ’ 

In pference to what Mr. Hyndman bad stated, I differ from him in 
thinking that the composition made little difference in the lettinv of 
the road. It would have let for considerably more to the contractor 
it was an injustice to make these compositions, which I sav were 
a secret, so for m I was concerned, for I never heard of their existence 
until from Mr. Hyndman in this room. I had heard that people could 
make agreements, but I did not know of tho guinea composition I 
never saw any advertisement, or public notice, giving an opportunity 
to parties to know of these compositions. I signed and wro^te a pet^ 
tion, m 1852, agamst turnpike tolls, whick was presented to the House 

® stating, that the 

trust had then been renewed for another year, in oonsequenco of the 
tolls having been let. This year, also, I had a letter from Mr. Adair 
on the subject of turnpikes. 

_ [Mr. Thobntos stated that the trustees usually let tho tolls in advance 
trasto. Tlie tolls e.vpired on the 3Ist July’ 
liad let them until the 1st February. ^ 

sells' granting a longer lease than they had them- 

Cro&s-examlned. 

this road as almost local, since the establisb- 
ment of the railway, and I think that the main part of the income of this 
road was derived from three and a-balf miles of the road next Belfast. 

Lately, the fares on the Ballymena Kailway were raised, and, in 

^ylrtbe toUs!°“^“^ raising them 



ANTRIM AND COLERAINE TRUST. 

28 Statute miles. 

J. Cmnuie, Es,. Jams Crornie, Esq., Solicitor, Ballymoney, sworn. 

Ihero IS a Bill now before Parliament, for the abolition of the trust 
which has been approved unanimously by the trustees, at their general 

tkb Grand Jury at the present 

^ That Biil'^T her’ “ its favour. ^ 

I hat Bill, I behove, has passed the second reading 

The road is about twenty-eight English miles long, 
tenant 0^70? htm '’’"‘’y memorial to the Lord Lieu- 

tatees ^ ^ memonal was founded on an application from the 

So far as I know, the rate-payers, and the inhabitants of the district 
approve, gene^y, of the abolition of the trust. 

Ihe reply of the Lord Lieutenant to the memorial was that he could 
not comply with the request, and he referred the paS concerned to 
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proceedings talren fon tie abolition of tie several trusts around 
Duilin. . , . j ,v trustees to wHidraw tie gates. j.Craimie.Esi. 

lie advised tliat tliey should go ^ v.Ai 4 nifr for mauv years, and its 
tefeipLtd CBrnce tL'Say to Portrusi, running parallel 

^itilnd closo to tie ^ Xers'-a secretary, at £30 a-year. 

Tie trust ias tie a„d a superintendent, at 18s. per week. 

roKne^eXrgonerally tiey ,,, f,„„ £400 to 

* The inoomo before tie exten t 

£500 a-year, but now ^^Xws X iave been oitainedfrom tie Grand 
Grants for tie support 'Xjjoo tave been applied for in aid 

X%“i-tSfomis,aW 

S£™t;SS“E St .< ...a — " “ 

'“fiStStSa. — s..a«a » 

or tie counties. Cro,s-emmmA t„,t 

The people of B-lly»®XonK tb^^ 
as a boon, and the inhabitants of tha ‘ procure its abolition. 

gXrX, ’V X 

wlKi ^ 

“■ tic opening of tie parallel railways, the tolls are a tax on e 

^“liSls ■ already Ssfcemto l^t and I 

since tie opening of *e rai y * 8'=“®''^,*^®°, hat tiev 

believe in a short time ^i Xioation of turnpike roads is, that tey 
My ®PXrnXiiX:ttS&cal people have to pay, not only 
the toll^ but the cess, J brXir inaintenance.^^^^^^ Mar large 

Tie only place where *““PXdXof distant traffic, int that woul 
TalulXa t'tLTownsTemselj.^^^ trustees 

The surveyor, tie °®“®XXand bept tie roads in good repmn 

S/aSVortiisoonn^ 

good order. 
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March 22, 
1856. 



I have travellea tlvmigli various counties in Irelami and I believe 

T r. — V « -f ““ ’“i’* “y I know 

J.C»msiB,Es^. wkch to tlio exertions of our county surveyor, and the 



Mr. WUliftm 
M'Pealca. 



Ml. illiaiii j^rpeaJeej BallynienUj sTvorn. 

I am clerk to the Antrim and Coleraine turnpike trust, and live in 
Ballymena where I carry on the coal and timber trade 

Ihe road is not self-supporting; and occasionally the Grand Jurv 
aid by presentment, in order to keep it in passable condition ^ 

The railway is imnning parallel and close, and has carried awav its 

That Bill, I believe, was road a second time. 

Ihe trust has no funds whatever— no debontiires, mortoaffes annui- 
ties, or debts of any kind outstandinw o S i 

My salary is £30 per annum. & surveyor’s salary is £40 • and 
one overseer gets ISs, per week, for miperiiiteLiiig the fabourors; 



Mr. James 
Alexander. 



Mr. James Ak,va9ida\ Eallyciuro, sworn, 

I live about nine miles fj*om Belfast, near Ballvrl'ivn onrl n-n, 
quamted with the turnpike road boloiigiiig to tho .lUitrim’ trust " 

ditbin”"^’ * Belfa.st to Antrim was in bad con 
dition— worae tli.-in the roads under the management of the county It 
has been getting into a worse state for a number of yoara 
My occupation is that of a farmer. 

no tunmlL''s“ ’"S t ‘tore wore 

to >>ave expressed views similar 

mUes on a turnpike roml and fw^wrTfh"”^ “‘talf 

totayefbVt“e°Oa;Vokr^^ sometimes advantageoL for farmers 
milertbe™ my M ■?” *reo or four 

have amin T m'l tall -if ■ "’i*"™ *'.7 the Cavohill road, they 

travelling about sm-L or eiwlV* 

considerelan injustice trtlmi!.n^™' Sonerally 

the A:;•ll"r,^rtreStsfn,ile\"“‘‘^ 

squL‘miStf\Ttal,^^^^ I neyde, «ie produce of about thirty 
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The other roads, independent of the three and a-half miles of turn- 
pike road along which this produce passes, are in better repair than the 
turnpike road. 

There is also the produce of about twenty square miles around Antrim 
that comes along the whole of the road through the turnpikes, and these 
twenty square miles, added to the thirty I have already mentioned, 
make fifty square miles of produce which comes into Belfast by the 
Antrim road. , , ^ , 

The length of the road from Belfast to Antrim is about thirteen 

About three and a-half miles down the Carrickfergus road, there is 
an agrioiiltiiral district embracing about ten square miles, and the pro- 
duoe°of it comes by the Carrickfergus road. 

I think the tolls are kept up for the purpose of supporting the Car- 
rickfergus road, and that part of the funds from the Antrim line goes 
to support the Carrickfergus road. 

The Carrickfergus road is not self-supporting. 

I object to tolls altogether, as unjust, considering that the farmers 
are already taxed for the same purpose by county cess. 

The reduction from id. to 3d, mentioned by Mr. Hyndman, is only 
a nominal one, for when a fanner comes into Belfast he pays 3d toll, 
and when returning in the evening, if he have the slightest quantity of 
produce in his cart, ho is charged Id, which makes the toll up to id. 



Cross-exaviined. 

Almost every farmer has something in his cart when coming home 
ill the evening ; and the gatekeepers search the carts. 

Occasionally, disputes arise in consequence. 

There was another turnpike on the Antrim road that had to he taken 

down from the turbulence occasioned by it. . , , 

I saw the wreck of this gate, and believe that it had been demolished 

There were lime-kilns in the neighbourhood, and the gate was put 
up to catch the people coniiiig to the kilns ; but the people got furious, 

and destroyed the gates. „ . . . , ,, „r 

I believe that these toll-gates are equally injurious to the traders of 

Belfast and the fanners of the comity. 

I know that the existence of this toll prevents farmers frequenting 
Belfast markets, and induces them to give the preference to country 
markets, though Belfast would be a more convement and profitable 

^‘’’"some^of^the^^^^ growers of potatoes in our 

for some years past, to shippers in Larne, in consequence of the toll, as 

^ 'a month or two before this inquiry took place, I heard 

of the roads remarked on, and remarked on it myself. I codd name 

ffreat many roads in this county in much better ordei than this. 

® I believe hut for these tolls, there would he a mnch greater recourse 
of farmers to the Belfast markets. As far 

the Belfast market regulations arc more favourable to the fanners than 

to the farmers in Belfast markets than in the country districts. 

Those who do not come to Belfast, hut go to other markets, lose this 

advantage. 



March 22, 
1856. 

Mr. James 
Alexander- 
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Mr. T. Bigger. 
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I am aware of various petitions to Parliament, against turnpikes, 
having emanated from my neighbourhood; and I have assisted in 
getting up these petitions a number of years ago. 

Por some years I ceased to send petitions, finding no result, but still 
I have hope. 

I know the names to the petition now produced-, and believe them 
genuine, and that the statements contained in it are correct. 

It was not presented to Parliament ; it was too late. It is signed 
land jide by 134 persons, comprising some of the most respectable 
farmers in Ballynure and Ballyclarc, and by most of tlic professional 
men in the district — medical men, solicitors, and others. [This petition 
was signed in 1853. See document marked Schedule B 9.] 

I do not consider it fair to have to pay tolls for this road, to which 
I contribute in the shape of county ce.ss, and at the same time have to 
pay county cess for roads that I do not require to use at all. 

I object, as far as I can possibly, to roads being supported on two 
systems — by county cess and toll. 

My county cess last year was about £12, but I have paid about £20. 

These tolls act as a bounty to railways. Public conveyances, through 
their means, have been banished from the roads — and the railways 
have, in consequence, raised their fares. 



Evidence given generally respecting the Trusts that 
SURROUND the ToWN OF BELFAST. 

Mr- HlwDias Bigger, Provision and Butter Merchant, Belfast, sworn. 

I have a large farm at Mollusk, near Carnmoney, and I carry on the 
provision and butter business in Belfast. 

I keep eight draught-horses. 

The Belfast and Antrim turnpike road runs through a small portion 
of my land, about four and a-half miles from Belfast. 

I compound for my tolls with the trustees, at £2 10s. per annum. 
My horses draw the produce of my farm to Belfast. If I had not com- 
pounded, my tolls would have cost me about £4 a-year. 

Trade would be generally benefited by the abolition of turnpikes. 

If they were abolished, my county cess would he increased, but I 
would rather pay for the support of the road that way than in tolls, for 
I think trade generally would he benefited. 

Tolls have the effect of drawing supplies and trade from Belfsist to 
country markets. 

I attend the Antrim and Crumliu markets, and at my own house, 
to buy butter, and if the tolls wero removed from this road, the per- 
sons I buy from there would come to Belfast market, and it would he 
their interest to do so. 

It would be more convenient for me to purchase in Belfast. 

When I buy, I bring home a great many purchases in one large 
quantity, and so the per centage of tolls I pay is less than the parties 
who sell to me would pay, if they brought their produce separately to 
market. * 

There is no difference in toll between a heavy load and a light one ; 
on any road that I know of all pay alike. 

There are a number of other small markets for butter around Bel- 
fe,st — such as Ballyclare, Ballynure, Larne, Oarrickfergus, and Lis- 
burn — which are attended by other butter buyers, for the same reasons 
that I attend Antrim and Crumlin. 
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When I was first connected with Belfast market, about twenty years March 
ago, it was a large one for fanners’ butter ; but it is not so now, the 
tolls on the roads Ijaviug the effect, or, at least, mainly so, of establish- jir. t. Bigger, 
ing small out markets. 

Cross-examined. 

The tolls have also had an injurious effect on the pork market. 

A person, on Wednesday last, who lives about two miles and a-half 
from Belfast, brought a carcase of pork three miles the other way to 
my house, giving, as a reason, that he would get as good a price from 
me at the house, as he would in Belfast, while he would save the toll, 
which is 

I get carcases from double that distance sometimes. 

Provided the farmers generally came into Belfast, it would be a con- 
venience to them and the merchants. 

If the farmers all came to Belfast, it would save me at least £50 
a-year in personal expenses, besides the value of my time spent attend- 
ing at these markets. 

There arc at least a dozen pork and butter merchants in Belfast, 
attending the country markets. 

If I were saved the expense of attending these country markets, I 
could afford a better price to the farmers in Belfast market ; but 
there must be always something in the particular market to induce us 
to attend it, as our prices are regulated by the English markets. 

I send a young man to one market in the county Down — namely, 
Newtownards. 

The county Down fanners have not to pay toll. ^ 

The general feeling in town and country is against turnpikes, and 
I think that the true policy for trustees and Town Councillors would 
be to bring as many farmers as possible to Belfast markets. 

I do not see why the roads should not be as well kept under the 
county system as under the trustees, and I could point to county roads 
that are as well kept as the turnpike ones. 

I am very sure that the existence of toll roads running parallel to 
railways tends to give the latter a monopoly of traffic. 

The number of gigs driven on this road, since the railway w^ 
opened, is materially diminished, and the coaches that once ran on it 
are off now. 



John Eamill, Bsij., E.rench House, Belfast, sworn. j. Hamill, Esq. 

I am a trustee of the Palls, Oastlerobin, Hannahstown, and Old 
Malone rjaads. . 

The gate on the Palls road is scarcely one mile from Belfast. 

On the Malone road, the gate is within two Irish miles from the 
centre of the town. 

On the extension of the borough, about three years ago, we had to 
move the Falla gate about a quarter of a mile further from the to^vn 
than it formerly was — outside the lamps. 

None of these roads are self-supporting, but have to get present- 
ments from the Grand Jury. ^ ,T • IOC-3 J 

A deputation of cess-payers waited on the Grand Jury, in iooo, and 
all the trustees of these roads, with the exception of three or four, were 
willing to resign their trusts if the Grand Jury would take on them- 
selves the responsibility of the road. A joint deputation of the cese- 
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payers and of the trustees, of which I was one, waited on the Grand 
Jury to make this offer, but the Grand Jury w^ould not agree. 

There are very few persons in favour of keeping up the tolls on 
these roads. 

Although it would be better for myself that they should not he 
abolished, I would iirefer, for sake of my neighbours, to see them put 
an end to. 

Being chiefly a large grazier, I do not use the roads so much with 
carts as most of my neighbours. 

The county cese In Antrim ia higher than in the county of Meath, 
where I have two to.wnlands j and there arc no turnpikes in Meatli now, 

I believe it would bo bettor for the farmers that turnpikes were 
aboKebed. 

I believe my tolls cost me £G or £7 a-ycar. 

Cm&-excmined. 

I compound by an p-niiual payment on some of the roads. On the Old 
Malone I pay £1 a-year ; ou the Falls road I pay £4 10^. per annum 
composition ; and on the others I pay as I pass tlirough. 

If I were a tillage farmer, and was tilling the land the same as my 
neighbours, I think it would be an advantage to me to have the tolls 
abolished. 

The income lately on the Old Malone road has diminished. 

■\Ve were obliged to lend money from the Falls roa<l to the Malone 
road, until the latter could get money from the county. 

The Act does not allow us to layout money from one road ou another. 

Since we were obliged to move the Falls gate further from Belfast, 
the income has very much declined, for we lo,st what we got from tho 
traffic of the mills. 

There are nine mills ou that portion of road, all of great import* 
ance, and also a foundry, and the Lunatic Asylum, all of which 
brought us a good deal of income. 

They pay nothing now. 

. As showing tho partial rules on the particular trusts, the witness 
stated — I was in Droniore fair on the 12th of May last. There I 
bought nineteen cows, ou whicli they charged me, for toll, nineteen 
pence j aud if I had bought twenty, I would have been charged only 
one shilling. If I had, fortunately, bought the twentieth, or got the 
loan of a cow from a neighbour, I would have escaped the extra 'Id. 

When I have cattle coming from tho County Meath, my man drives 
the cattle round by towns, to escape the toll, which he keeps to him- 
self, and I have no chock upon him. 

Often the cattle come to me very much abused in consequence. 

The abolition of tolls would put an end to this grievance. 

Ou the Old Malone road, the line was self-supporting before the gate 
was removed, and it is not self-supporting now. 

The mills were the main support on the Falla road, and their trallic 
went over onlylmlf-a-mile of that line ; and the main supporters of the 
Malone-road travelled over only one mile. 

The fact is, the people of Belfast, for one mile of this road, paid the 
diflerence between our present state now, when w^e are non-supportlug, 
aud ourfonuer state, wlien we were self-supporting. 

You can travel seven miles on that road for the same toll that you 
formerly paid for travelling one mile. 

The Avhole loss arose from the people of Belfast who travelled one 
mile of the road. 
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Tli 0 farmers often resort to many expedients for evading toll ; one ^fan•h' 22 , 
expedient is this : — 

Ttro or three of them club together and put their produce on one j. HarnilT Esq. 
cart, instead of each bringing his own cart. 

I should say it is a drawback on their industry, for the farmers re- 
sorting to this system of clubbing together have to be up in the 
morning .seeing who is going to market, and who can bring their 
produce. 

A man pays 3cZ. for a load of buttermilk, perhaps not worth a shilling. 

Tolls make fuel dear. 



William Eioart, jun., Esq^., Belfast, sworn, WiUiamEwart, 

juu., Esq. 

I am a trustee of the Belfast and Orumlin road. 

We have about £20 in hand of a surplus. 

I think this turnpike should be discontinued, as the barony loses 
by it. 

There is not as much contributed by traffic outside the barony as 
would pay for the staff required to keep up the road. 

Almost all the tolls come from the inhabitants of the barony of Upper 
Belfast, who have to pay cess for the road j and I think it would bo 
more equitable to distribute the cost in tlie shape of county cess, and 
then we -would get rid of the salaries. 

I have a very strong opinion as to the impolicy of turnpikes gene- 
rally.^ 

It is injurious both to trade and markets. 

I think it is injurious, in a town situated so low as Belfast is, that 
the inhabitants should be denied free access to the upper part of the 
surrounding neighbourhood. 

One particular injustice In connexiou with this road is, that there is 
only one gate upon it, and that gate is within one mile of the town, 
so that people cannot drive more than that without paying toll ; while 
the people on the other side of the gate may drive nine miles over the 
road without paying one farthing. 

In point of fact, this makes the toll a tax on going into, and coining 
out of Belfast, and not a tax for using the road. 

Last year the gate was half a mile nearer to the town than it is now. 



Cross-examined. 

There are a great number of mills immediately on tbe outside of the 
gate, and the toll is a great tax and injustice to the owners of them ; 
these parties would regard the abolition of the turnpike as a great 
boon. 

There are several sites for mills still unoccupied on that road, and in 
my opinion, this turnpike toll operates against the value of those sites. 

I do not know any one in favour of the continuance of turnpikes, 
except Mr. Ferguson and another. 

I pay £70 or £80 a-year county cess j and if the abolition of the 
turnpikes would oblige mo to pay something additional in the year, I 
would cheerfully pay it. 

There is no tax so unwillingly paid as the turnpike. 

There is the old road, by which people come to the new road, and 
which is kept up by county cess, though it is used more than the turn- 
pike road. I think, in fairness, it should be kept up by the lolls. 
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jtfanASS, Hki., WiUowbank, 

18^ I am acquainted ■witli the Falls and Castlei'obin roads, 

T. Tripp, Esq. I complain of having to pay both county cess and tolls. 

The opinion of the people living in my district is decidedly against 
the continuance of turnpikes. 

On eleven gallons of bnttermilkj worth Is., one of my neighbours 

paid 3cZ. toll, and he complained of that. . , 

The people are obliged to dispose of tlioir buttermilk at once, as it 
would get sour, and they have to come into Belfast with it daily. 

I think the abolition of tolls would be favourable to the trade, and, 

I may add, to the health of Belfast. 

J. Ferguion, James Ferguson, Esq., JS’ewforge, sworn. 

Last year, my county cess, in the county Antrim alone, amounted to 
£9 10s. 9c?. 

My toll is compounded for on tlie Old Malone road with the toll- 
collector, for £9 per annum ; the present half-year, I have paid £3 12s. 
for county cess j in 1 840, 1 paid £6 Ss. 4c?. 

This shows how much higher my toll is than my county cess ; and 
I do not believe that, if the tolls were abolished, the difference in my 
county cess would he equal to what I pay now for toll. 

Though I compound, I pay less than it would cost me if I paid each 
time I went through the gate. 

I think the tax is unjust, and injurious to my trade as a bleacher. 

My avenue is about 750 yards from the point at which the turnpike 
road commences. 

I am applotting county cess on Upper Malone for about thirty-two 
years, both before and since the commencement of this trust, and I do 
not see that the establishment of turnpikes has decreased the county 
cess. 

j. Ireland, Eiq. John Irelund, Esq., Bleachview, sworn. 

The end of the Hannahstown road farthest from Belfast is impassahb. 

I fully agree in the evidence of previous witnesses, as to the state 
of the Falls, Hannahstown, and Castlerohin roads ; and it is my opinion, 
and that of people generally, that the tolls should be abolished on these 
and all other roads, even though there should be an addition to the cess. 

This was the opinion of every person, exccpjt trustees and officers of 
trusts ; and I consider the toll system very vexatious. 

I compounded, this year, for £8 10s. 

Neighbours of mine avoided churning as long as possible in order to 
escape the toll on going into town often with their milk. 

They drew feeding for their cattle from the distillery; and to save 
going Into town for it, they keep a boiler constantly heated, which is 
an expense for fuel. * 

I Imew persons who went round by other roads to save the tolls. 

All the parties in his district petitioned, in 1853, against turnpikes. 
The toil-board was taken, some four or five years ago, and thrown 
into the river. 

W. J. Cobum, William John Ooburn, Esq., Carrickliill, sworn. 

I live in Carrickhill, Belfast. 

I have a limestone ^axry and a lime-kiln on the Hannahstown road, 
about four miles from Belfast. 
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There is a black-stone quarry about a mile off my quarry, and it 
supplies stones for the repairs of the streets of Belfast. 

A toll, of course, is charged upon the stones in passing through the 
Hannahstown gate, and I consider that, in that way, I, as an inhabitant 
and a tax-payer of Belfast, pay turnpike. 

Three shillings a ton is charged for the stones, hut if there were no 
toll they could be delivered in Belfast at 2^. lOd per ton. 

As a lime-burner, I have to pay toll on the carts passing through 
the gate, and I must charge the consumer a higher price on that ac- 
count. 

I have also to pay toll on the coal which I send out to burn the 
limestone. 

The farmers'froin the neighbouring districts, who come to my lime- 
works for lime, have also to pay toll. 

I heard a remark made here, that the person who uses a road 
should pay for it— and that is all very fair f but, in point of fact, as 
regards my lime, it is the consumer who pays the turnpike, by having 
to give a higher price for the lime, though he does not use the road 
at all. 

It is the opinion of the people of Belfast, that turnpikes are unser- 
viceable, and should he abolished. 

They are an obstacle to improvement. 



Bernard Hughes^ Esq., Belfast, sworn. 

I am a flour merchant, and live in town. 

I have a farm two and a-half miles from Belfast, on the Lisburn road. 

My farm is situated between the old and new roads, and whichever 
way I come from, or go to it, I must pay toll. 

I hold eleven and a-hal£ acres of land, but do not travel by those 
turnpike roads, except for my farm purposes. 

I used to pay £7 a-year composition, and that included all ray tra- 
velling. 

I keep from twelve to sixteen horses in town for carrying bread, a 
large quantity of which I manufacture daily. 

I do not send my bread beyond the turnpikes, on account of the 
tolls. 

There are six roads upon which I would have to pay turnpike," at the 
rate of 2s. for each road per day, which make 12s. as the entire amount 
daily, or £3 12s. per week. 

I sell my bread at such a low figure that I could not aflbrd to supply 
people who live beyond the turnpike, as I would have to pay toll. 

At Ligoniol, parties have entered into an arrangement with me 
whereby they pay the toll upon my bread-carts. 

Had I been aware that I could have entered into an arrangement, 
at a guinea a-year, for permission to i^ass through the gates with, my 
carriage and private cars, I would have compounded at once. 

I heard it only, for the first time, in 1853, when I formed one of a 
deputation to the trustees, for the purpose of urging the abolition of 
the turnpikes. 

My bread- carts are all on springs, with four wheels, and a pair of 
horses for each. 

A full load on each cart would be from a ton to twenty-five cwt. 
each. 

The toll on each cart woidd bo Is. 



March 22, 

me. 

W. J. Coburu 
Esq. 



B. Hughes, Esq 
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I supply tread to Portadown, Tanderagee, and Arnragb ty railway, 

^“Thfturnptos ongM to bo abollsbed, because they operate as a tax 

““iS^vlbls^toSo'rm^ “r'st Cd. turnpike 

before be can travel a mile from town. 



Mr. J. Spratt. 



Mr. James Spratt, Cleric oftbe Eelfa.st Markets, sworn. 

I have to keep an account of the moneys received in the different 
markets in Belfast, arising from tolls, leviable by Act of Paikament. 

I take an account daily, in writing, of the reccii^ts of the tolls in the 
markets, and the different articles from which the money is derived. 
[Witness here produced his books, showing the income derived from 
the markets by the Corporation, expenditure, &c.] 

The market days are Wednesday and Friday ; there is also a monthly 
fair day, held on the first Wednesday in each month ; the two market 
days and the fair day are the only days on which cattle are bougiit or 

sold publicly in Belfast. 

There is a market-toll charged on each head of cattle coming into mar- 
ket, whether sold or not. The market-toll for each head of black cattle 
is 2d. ; horses, id . ; pigs, sheep, and goats, IfZ. The number of 
brouo-ht into market, the last year, ending 31st December was -,Jbu ; 
black cattle, 17,417; pigs, 17,513; sheep, 6,606; calves, 1,398; 
ffoats, 405 ; the total toll paid ou these was 1305 IGs. 5d . ; sometimes 
there is a difference in the tolls charged on horses; perhaps of the 
2,965, there might be sixty- five which would be charged less. 

There is no difference in the market-toll, whether they are sold or 



larger proportion of the cattle comes from the county Antrim, 
than from the county Down. . ^ ^ 

I do not think that many of the cattle coming to this market, come 
from other counties besides Antrim and Down. ^ 

People coming into Belfast market, from the county Antrim side, 
must pay turnpike toll, and those coming from the county Down, have 
to pass through no turnpikes. 

If toll were paid on cattle coming into Belfast, at one turnpike, and 
if they were taken through another turnpike by the purchaser ot the 
cattle, fresh toll must be paid on them. ^ 

There are many other commodities besides cattle on which market- 
toll is charged in the Belfast markets : there are hay and straw, on 
which market-toll mustbe paid, whether sold or not ; the toll, including 
weio’hing, is id. each load ; pork, 3c?. each carcase, for farmers. _ 
ofhe quantity of pork for the last year, on which toll was charged, 
was 155,507 carcases ; and the amount of toll received from that, was 

£1,158 8s. 9d . , 

The toll is the same on all kinds of grain— Icf. per cwt., including 
the weighing ; potatoes, Is. 3c?. per ton; the total ft 7^^ 

potatoes, turnips, carrots, <iic., for the last year, was £1,134 l^s. . ) 
we charge below the maximum allowed by the Act. 

Jobbers bring their pigs chiefly by rail, though some use the turn- 
pike roads. 

Farmers always use the turnpike roads. , 

About one-third of the pork coming to this market comes from e 
county Down ; they are free from turnpikes. 
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Whereas, the other two-thirds, coating from the county Antrim, are A/orrf^22, 

subject to the turnpike tolls. _ ^ 

These turnpikes are very injurious, both to the rate-payers of Bel- jij.. j. Spratt. 
fast and the markets, and are chiefly the cause of preventing a great 
quantity of butter, and other small commodities, from coming to this 

market. ' i i i j- * 

Many farmers prefer going to other towns, the roads leading to 
which are free from turnpikes ; it is otherwise, however, in the case 
of farmers living a short distance from Belfast — say, two or three 

They would rather pay the toll, and bring their produce into Belfast, 
than travel five or six miles into another market. 

Farmers, generally, would look upon it as a great boon if the turn- 
pikes were abolished. 

I have heard farmers themselves say so ; they say they prevent them 
from coming into this town so freely with their produce. 

It is only small commodities which are taken to other markets. 

I believe that many of those who now go to country markets, would 
come to this one if the turnpike tolls were abolished. 

Wc do not use very small weights in weighing heavy articles, such 
as hay, straw, pork, <fcc., in the Belfast markets. 



Mr. John Afnn, Bnglishtown, swoni. 

I reside near Diminurry, on tire Hannalistown road, and told nine- 

teen and a-half Irish acres of land. » • j.- i 

I have two horses and carts employed in my farming operations, and 

pay toll on the Hannalistown gate. t i • i , f 

I live near fifty perches from the Hannalistown gate, which is about 
four miles from Belfast. From my house to Belfast the road is used ten 
times more than from my house to Crumlin. 

I never go to Oruralin. . ^ . 

People in ray neigtbonrtood do not go much to Crumlm, except on 
the fair day If they -would purchase cattle there, they would hrmg 
tllL homJon the turnpike road, as far as my house, without paying 

‘"'l do not compound. I have often heard of compounding. I think 

'"'i n^vttSrrai'tlmre is one month in the year in which I could 
compound, and that if I let that month pass, I could not compound 

until that month next year. v v i i i ca TFAiilrl nil the 

I -would rather that turnpike was aholiahed, and so -would all t 

I cannot visit my next neighhour without paying toll. 

The road is occasionally assisted by presentment. 



William Bastings, Esq., Civil Engineer, Mount Pottmger, swor». 

I am in the employment of the Corporation as surveyor of works ; 

mv salary is £300 per annum. - , .• 

I devote my whole time to the duties of the Coi-poration. 

'Among my other duties, I have the superintendpce of the streets 
and avenues leading to and through the town, within the jurisdicti 
of the Corporation. ^ 



W. Hastings, 
Esq. 
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J. Kirkpatrick, 



Turninke Inquiry, Ireland. 

The limits of the borough was extended about two years ago. 

There has been no measurement of the streets, within the boroueh 
since 1847. ’ 

At that time the mileage of the streets, in the borough, was about 
thirty-four or thirty-five miles ; I held the same office in the Corpo- 
ration tlien that I do now. The borough has been extended since 
then. 

I would suppose that the increase was about ten miles niakino- the 

extent of the borough streets about forty-five English miles at prSent. 

The annual cost of repair for each perch would be nearly 5s. %d, 

Eor cleansing and watering, about 2s. Qd . ; about oiie-tentb of tlie 
cost of cleansing and watering, or per perch, per annum, may be 
laid to the account of watering. 

It costs about 8s. per perch annually, for repairing and cleansing, 
which would be about £128 per statute mile. 

The total cost for repairs, per year, is £5,760. 

This is levied in the shape of police-tax by the Corporation, on a 
poundage of the annual rents. 

The Corporation have their own valuator. 

^ This valuation has no reference to Griffith’s, or the poor law valua- 
tion. 

The extent of the barony is 37,I93a. 2b. 39f., inclusive of water, 
which is 85a. 1b. 9p. 

There are about fifty-eight square miles of land in the barony. 

The town has to pay county cess. 

They have also to pay their proportion of the assessment of the roads, 
both county and barony roads. 

This town pays its proportion of whatever tax is levied by the county 
for the repair of bridges, for the maintenance of the county hospital, 
lunatic asylum, <&c., and for the building of the county court-house, and 
for the payment of the staff. 

The Grand Jury assists us by presentments to repair roads. 

The borough supports its own streets, without calling on tlie county 
at large, except such portions of the streets as the mail cars pass 
through. 

Some portions of our streets cost as much as 2os. per perch for 
re^^ir ; but it is only those portions which are most used. 

i erhaps, if all the portions were put together, they would make no 
ruore than B mile in the whole forty-five comprised within the limits 
ot the borough. 



CrosS'examined. 

I do not think tliat any part of a country road could cost so much 

±1' ill some portions of a large town like 

tills that they would cost so much. 

PuUing-up of horses at shops, &c., quick driving, turning of vehicles, 
«irc in towns, cause much of the wear and tear of streets, which does 
not occur on county roads. 



Mr. John Johnson Hirkpatrick, Henryfield, Ballyclare, sworn. 

I am acquainted with the Antrim road. It is in very good repair at 
present. 

During the winter season it is in very bad order. 

I cannot come into Belfast without paying toll. 
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1 genevally coino into town once a fortniglit. My carts pass along 
Thave'^four carts ; I send them into Belfast with ray lavra produce, ^ Mr 

^l’rnCt5o;C^tittawar^ ' 

the reports of the Commission. 

Oros&-cxmiined. 

I never saw any advertisement relative to composition. 

I nav ahout £3 a-year for toll on my carts coming to LUtast. p y 
6rf!^for myself when 1 conic in, which amounts to about id a-year fin 

toll altogether. , . • >. 

I obiect to tlie turnpikes, because the sys.ciii is uniust. ^ , 

It is the almost universal wish of those who live in my neigliboiiihood 
that the turnpikes should be abolialied. 

Some time ago, I as.siated in the drawing up of a pet tion to larha 
ment, wbich was numerously signed, for 

Generally speaking, turnpikes prevent people fiom bunging t ieir 
cattle and produce to Belfast wben they can take them to any other 
market without paying toll ; hut this docs not apply to the road I In e 
“ras they could g^o tS no other town, except up a hilly road, without 

hivf read the reports of this inquiry in the newspapers and I 
wish to say that I perfectly agree with the evidence g"'“ V 
Alexander Ld Mr. .ramieson, and that I 

vreater part of the evidence given by the paid officers of trnatees. 

“ I think that, having a personal interest in the turnpikes, their evi- 

flf-nee must be somewhat one-sided. .. 

^ The turnpikes have an influence to raise the fares on the railways, 

aa it is. in point of fact, a competing line. . 

Private individuals who now travel by the railway would, if the 

S ^ a competing line that the 

'“fdid StlirSy S the tolls received at the Antrim gate 

who have never used that line, 

10s. Md.. count, cess, and last 

^'l^mulfhfve no objection to pay any additional county cess if the 

iSve^'that the county surveyor could keep the road '“ j'® 
repair as it is in at present; he goes over the road now on his way 

“lira i^UqdkrrlVrnf'n such a had state during the winter, that I 
preferred taking a back-car to using my own. 

Cross-examined. 
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Mr. Arthur 
Molyneux. 



as, if we were in a Imny, and a row of carts at the toll-house we 
would have to wait till they had paid. 

lu faotj I look upon turnpikes as an obstruction on the road 

Mr. Arthur Molyneux, Parmer, Ballyclover, Parkgate, sworn. 

In coming to Belfast he used eight miles of the Antrim road, which 
was m pret y good condition, but not in as good as three miles of the 
coast road that he travelled. 

His opinion was, that the roads under the county system could he 
kept up a great deal cheaper than they were under the trustees hv 
paying a small additional county cess, which ho would clieerfiilly nav 
altuougli he was a large cess-paycr. r Jj 

He would rather, instead of paying casual tolls, and havinv his ser- 
vants challenged for them, pay the amount all in .a lump, as county 

He I'cd seven horses in Belfast market that day,' and if he could 
e\ade the toUs by sending his produce to other markets, where he 
would get as good a price as at Belfast, he would do so 

He sometimes sent produce to Ligoniel, when he would get there a 
price by near as good as be obtained in Belfast, and be thus saved 
tolls, market dues, and stabling. 

nine to work his 

He considered that turnpikes were a grievance to the farmers. 



Mr. James 
Cooke. 



Mr. James Coohe, Kensington, sworn. 

I have a form called Kensington, at the other side of the Malone 
Turnpike, ahont two and a-half miles from Belfast, and about an acre 
of ground on this side of the turnpike, called the Wellington Park. 
Both those farms were outside of the turnpike some years ago. 

I consider that_ my bolding of Wellington Park 4s more than 
doubled m value since tbe tunijiike was removed 

befor7'JL*‘’™^ “ '^“‘JfS-gvound, and I bought it some time 

before the gate wa.s removed, but now I should pay three times as 
much as I originally gave for it. ^ ^ 

va^r turnpike had not increased in 

The buildings on the portion of road between where the turnpike 

removal’^ tfiye been very numerous since^he 

remmal of the gate, and are of the best character of any about the 

siarome" re“kr 

TilLri-n'*, as sites for 

villas, to paities who came to buy, having advertised it, but all tbe 

negotiations were broken off m oonseiiuenoe of the turnpike. I 

tVaflo”! a LT‘i':iont.‘^‘ for less 

That carried with it a rear of 150 feet. 
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The sHuatiou at Kensington is mucli finer tlian at Wellington Park, 
being liigk and dry, and forty-six feet of sand beneath it; but, 
owinf to the turnpike, I could not get more than £10 per acre for X 
The toll-bar on the old Malone road is about two miles from the 

rate on tlio old Malone road had been placed 100 yards fur- 
ther back, the inhabitants of Belfast might drive along the Strandmills 
road and home by the other road ; bnt a stop-gate has been placed 
at tli’e innetion of tlie two roads, evidently for the purpose ol prevene- 
ing tho people of Belfast driving on the road without paying tolls. 

In fact, parties cannot get on to the Malone road without paying 6d. 
This is one of the most beautiful drives arenud Belfast, and wonld 
be a source of recreation to the town if the gate were removed. 

The popular feeling is against turnpikes. 



March 22 , 
1856. 

Mr. JameB 
Cooke. 



Mr. Jo?ui Houston, Ballyeavlo, sworn. 

I hold two farms— one on the Antrim and the other on the Carriok- 
fergiis road. I compounded for tolls on both roads for some years ; hut 
ceased, as the trustees wished to raise the amount of composition 
I first compounded for the farm on tlie Antrim line ; and, when I got 
ke second farm, the trustees for the first year raised the amount of 
comnosition 7s. 6d. per ammin, which was not iair. 

The next year tliev wanted to raise it still move, and I then refused 

rryZ'r^ sZ me a oircular, offering to compound, and I made 

^ road; but if you tad 71bs^. 

blitter on the eart along with the milk, or if you had any *mg »n the 
rart when it was returning from town, they would charge the full tdl 
of id. My cart never was searched to see if any thing were in i , 

I heard of other parties whose carts were searcliecl. 

As a farmer I have no interests distinct from other farmers, and 
woMd loL on the abolition of these tolls as a great boon to me and my 
class. 

Cross-examined. 

I am aware if the turnpikes were abolished, that the expense of the 
road would be thrown on the barony I m. 

And von would rather pay even an additional cess f 

Certamly I would. I would rather pay more cess than I pay for 

'“ftalLe my neighbours are all aware that if turnpikes were 
ahLshod, they wonU have to pay additional cess, and that they are 

noS'the salaries paid to of ee™ ay benefit to the roads, 

I® w to “'I 

loads are tlie beat. 

C, -OSS-examined by Mr. (?. C. Hyndman. 

The traffic is greater on the turnpike road than on % county one. 



Mr. John 
Houston. 
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Do yoii recollect the Wliitewell Brae road before the turnpike road 
was made ? Witness. — Yes. ^ 

Mr. John Well, wliether would you rather travel on that road now or before 

Houston. the turnpike road was made ? Witness.— I would much rather travel 
at present, ou the turnpike road, because the Whitewell Brae road is 
an old, neglected, hilly road. 

I pay about £ 1 6 a-year of county cess at the present time ; but it is 
lower this year than it has been for some time back. 

I have paid as muoli as £24 a year. 



Mr. W. Woods, Mr. William TFbocZs re-examined. 

Mr. William Woods, who had been sworu and examined on the in- 
quiry on a previous day, presented attested office copies of two contracts 
.entered into by the county for keeping the two roads leading to Lisburn 
— the Malone and Falls — in a state of repair, parts of these roads being 
at the same time turnpike roads ; and specifying the duties of the con- 
tractor, the number of porches of the road under his superinteudeuce, 
the quantity of stones to he spread upon the road, &c- 

I ha-ve been a large road contractor for a number of years under tbe 
county surveyor. 

From what I have observed of tbe idleness of the workmen on the 
Hannahstown, Castlerobin, Falls, and Lisburn roads, I consider it 
would be more economical to Lave those roads placed altogether on 
the county, as the county officers have to pass over them on their way 
to their own or part of their own roads. 

I speak more particularly of those four roads, as I know them better 
than any other lines about the town. 

The two systems do not work well on the one road — the turnpike 
and county system j as it takes a separate measurement of material 
for their repair, more officers, and, in the end, the work not half per- 
formed. 



J. Patterson, 
Esq., H.D. 



James latt&ison, .Esq., m.®., Town Councillor, Belfast, sworn. 



I know the turnpike roads in the neighbourhood of Belfast, and travel 
over them constantly. 

Their condition is tolerably fair, but not better than presentment 
roads generally. 

I consider turnpikes a very heavy tax on me and other professional 
men in Belfast. 

Often I have to pay three or four times in the day. 

So far as I know of all parties, with very few exceptions, we would 
prefer having the turnpikes abolish ed, and pay an increased county cess. 

I do not see why the roads should not be as well kept by the county 
surveyor and his assistants as under the trustees. 



^ ^ Es^^’ 1^‘Galdin, Esq., sworn . 

My country residence is on this aide of the turnpike, on the Antrim 
road, at Richmond, about one mile from the town, where I have about 
SIX acres of building ground, 
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" Ttoe aTvLfck my six acres of land as tuilding gronnd. 

Let to CntiStf^emoved. land contiguous to mine was lot 

®”ltL”otoed; yesterday, 4s. 6A per foot frontage, but I would not 

nt'deptb from front to rere is 200 feet ^ "Ltt'l'ba'vt 
per foot, with that frontage, it would be £4b 1 is- aor 

“1'f„lnekfrwm;ir,mrbronglittbatif«^^ 

would I have taken the land f “ P"“ removed, there 

For twenty years previous to the tuinpiice uei g 

’^Tn“4Taow TatidTot let for building purposes there until the 

®tdr4r"rw'of any mud being let for building ground beyond 

“ ;s, i., “• - >•■- 



Paul U‘IIenry, Esa-, Civil Engineer, sworn. 



Paul M'Heury, 
Ksq. 



Produces a map of a portion of the Malone trust in the county 
D^^fSof an 

■ Kt r4nh:connt;Bo;n,and the other two are in the county 
"^"Tho“portion in the county Down is a mile and a-l.alf in length, and 

the surface is in good repmr formed 

whllTt^iTmSlcir^ad be broke; through,it will not be dilEcM 

i- 1 v/iTin.ir. . e t'^ A A onTinm 



„ hen it was a niail-ooacii roau ... = 

for keeping in repair IjO^ a-half of the line that lies in the 

/.f J J 1— Mw-rs ATS H Ofl ATI 



sSiX r.rs := s». i- ... .. *• 

“i‘£ ««p». ”» i™ •:*{■"*' '■ 

obliged to “PPf ‘ P”lt1bese indines, the loads have to be dim.- 

them, 
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Paul M'Henry, 
Esq. 



My Sranil Jiiry ocss is £.2 15s. per year, and I pay ^3 a-yeai toll 
tlunk people at present pay for roads that they never use. 



Cross-examined. 



I was assistant county surveyor for throe years and a-half, and had 
a great deal of experience in tluit capacity. 

^ Provided the county surveyor and his assistants do their duty efE 
ciently, the roads could bo kept by them in as good repair as under 
the turnpike trusts, even as the Grand Jury laws are sit present. 

I think the roads, when Mr. IVoodhottse was county surveyor were 
in as good order as they arc now ; and I was tlio only assi.stant he had 
while tlio present surveyor ha,s twelve or thirteen assistants. ’ 

I would have no objection to see the Grand Jury laws in reference 
to roads reformed. 

The expense of surveyors, treasurers, and clerks of trusts is of com- 
paratively little valiio in keeping up the roads. 

The expense of supervision is far too high oil the turnpike roads. 

If turnpikes were abolished, I can see no reason why the county 
surveyor ainl his assistants could not attend to these roads. Mr. Lanyon 
and his assistants do, at present, survey these trusts as private indivi- 
duals. ^ 



D. Lindsay, 

“‘I- I am 



Demid Lindsaij, Esq., j.p., Ashfiold, sworn. 

- trustee of the first division of the trust from Blaris to 

iJaubridgo, 

A good many of the trustees are in favour of abolishing the turnpikes 
eir. Ji ligate expressed a similar opinion about one year a»o. 

I wish to shew the income of our line. In the first place, I may 
say it IS not self-supporting. ‘ ^ *' 

i£fiRs"it“uT *^18™ was £360 ISs. 3d., and the expenditure, 
4s. 4:d. j for 18o4, the expenditure was £548 7s '2d and thA 
meome, £591 U lOd ; for ISosf the expenditure ^ £417 ofsd. 

9 ° e.xpenditure was 

i./47 Js. id., aud the income, £703 17s. lie? 

half cost 3id. ill the pound in the two 

half-baronies to keep the road in repair, but I think not. 

onyncome (£441), and the county would pay the half of it. 

from ag"ntLnrnEbrHg^^^^ 

toi°rfnd ^dghbomhood 

are, to a man, opposed to the turnpikes, and it is thought they are 

STn « ^ house ^been 

built m that end of tbe town m wbicb tbo turnpike is placed these 
thirty years, while all the rest of the streets are TCry much improved 
during that time. Scarva street has had fifty ZZVSto t 
during that time, although leading to the poorest disti-iot in the 

vll T “ n® Bromore ; and during thirty 

^anbridge“and Wy.°‘ " on the road between 

“ Yours very sincerely, 

__‘D. Lindsay, Esq. ^ “Jonn Maun. 

turnpike, .e'ii « Per the abolition of the 

rnpikes, and attended the Commission here.” 
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I cat! confirm what tlie writer stated regarding the cutting down of 
a liillj and I can add that ray recollection extended over a period of 
forty years, and during that time I did not know of a single hill 
having been cut down on the same road. 

Coraparing the expenditure of theturnpike linewith the income for the 
last five years, I find that the former exceede<l the latter by about £900. 

[Mr. M'Hbnry being recalled, deposed further, that he was one of a 
deputation that waited on the trustees of the Malone trust in 1853, 
when the majority of the trustees offered to resign their trust, if the 

Grand Jury would accept the resignation. 

He also stated, that there were hills on the Falls lino of road as bad 
as those he had pointed out on the Malone line— for instance, heside 
Mr. M'Oance’s house, at Suffolk. 

Mr. James Alexander handed in copies of petitions to Farliament 
against the Belfast and Antrim and Belfast and Copeland Water trusts, 
from Ballyliney, signed by 303 names j 
From Ballyclare, by 174 names ; 

From Ballyeaston, by 169 names ; 

And from Boagli, by 190 names. Total, 983. _ There are two other 
petitions yet to be sent in. Scarcely any person in these places refused 
to sign the petition.] 

Mr. AhUi 0 ' Hill Thornton, Belfast, sworn. 

I am perfectly well acquainted with the roads now under inquiry in 
the county of Antrim, and think the continuance of the toll system as 
applied to them is most undesirable. _ j • n 

The tolls are vexatious — unequal in their pressure, and universally 
unpopular, and so were from their commencement, which I myself 

T am a cess-payer in Belfast; and from my knowledge of the cess- 
payers, derived from long intercourse, I can say they are all most 
desirous for entire abolition of tolls. 

I am honorary secretary to the Grand Jury Eeform Association ; 
and I consider I know the true feelings of the people well.^ _ 

They often held meetings for the purpose of petitioning against 

*''^S\Tustees on several of the roads have not acted with good faith, 
either in the mode of obtaining their Acts or renewal Acts, or of per- 
forming the duties assigned them when the Acts were obtained. Some 
of the Acts were obtained through perfidy and breach of faith. 

The following are papers which I have collected or prepared with 
much ca,re, and their contents are all true, to the host of “7 

[Hands in documents marked Schedules G 1, 0 3, 0 3, 0 4, C 5, C 6, 
C 7, 0 8, 0 9.] 

Robert Lindsay, Esq., Town Connoillor, CllflonviUe, strorn. 

I am largely engaged in various branches of business, nmnn^tiinng 
and otherwle^; an^ have given much attention to the subject of tnm- 

opposed to their existence as a means of mainlining the 

roadrof the county, and I believe that to he the feeling of the great 
hulk of the inhabitants of the town and county, and thattumpikiM 
wte fiLt inteoduoed against the consent of the inhah tants of Belfast. 
In looking hack, I find they were introduced against the positive pro- 
test of thf inhabitants, and of the county generaUy, m public meeting 
assembled. 



March 22, 
1856. 

D. Lindsay, 
Esq., J.P. 



Mr. Artlmr Hill 
Tharnton. 



R. liindsaj, 
Esq. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




74 Turnpike Inguiry, Ireland. 

March 2*2, Tlie first proposal to introduce tlie Carrickfergus and Antrim trusts 
1856. -^as made by the Grand Jury, in 1827. 

R LUidsay Here is a copy of the Parliamentary Notice which was given by the 
Ks<i. ’ Grand J ury : 

Notice. — {Extracted from The Belfast News-Letter, November 1 C, 1827.) 

“ In pursuance of a resolution of the GrancIJury of the county of 
Antrim, assembled at the last assizes, held at Carrickfergus — Notice is 
hereby given that an application is intended to be made in the next 
session of Parliament, for leave to bring in a Bill for making and main- 
taining a turnpike road, and for erecting turnpikes or toll-gates, and 
• taking tolls on the new intended mail-coach road, commencing from the 

town of Belfast, in the parish of Belfast, and terminating at or near to the 
town of Antrim, parish of Antrim, and county of Antrim ; and which 
new intended road will pass, or be carried through the several parishes 
of Shankhill, Belfast, Carnmoney, Templepatrick, Moylinuy, the town- 
parks of Antrim, pariah of Antrim, and in the grange or parish of 
Muckamore, and grange and parish of Neilteen, all in the said county ; 
and it is intended to include in said Bill the present line of mail-coach 
road from Belfast to Antrim aforesaid, which runs through the said 
parishes of Shankhill, or Belfast, and Carnmoney, and also the road 
from Greencastle, at the limestones, towards Carrickfergus, terminating 
at the Silver Stream, being the boundary between the county and town 
of Carrickfergus, to the county of Antrim, and which road runs through 
or near the parishes of Carnmoney aud Carrickfergus •, and to erect 
turnpikes or toll-gates, and take tolls on said roads, and to place the 
said several roads under the care and management of trustees, .for the 
purpose intended, to be expressed in the said Bill ; and the public are 
further to take notice, that a map or plan of the said intended road 
will be deposited for public inspection at the office of the Clerk of the 
Peace of the said county of Antrim. 

“Dated, Belfast, this 1st November, 1827. 

“Alex. Stewart, 

“ Solicitor for said Bill.” 

That proposal created much dissatisfaction. A town meeting was 
called, in consequence, by the sovereign. Sir Stephen May, which was 
held in the county, on the 27th of November, 1827, as you will see by 
the following printed extract, cut from a Belfast newspaper of that 
day : — = 

Town Meeting on the subject of Turnpikes. 

On Tuesday last, a highly respectable meeting of the inhabitants of 
Belfast, was held in the Court-house, pursuant to requisition from the 
sovereign, to take into consideration the proposed application to Par- 
liament, by the Grand Jury of this county, for the erection of turnpikes 
on the contemplated line of road from Belfast to Antrim, and also on 
the road from Belfast to Carrickfergus. 

Sir Stephen Mat, sovereign, took the chair at one o^olock — when 

The Marquess of Donegall moved an adjournment to a more distant 
date, that the barony of Lower Belfast may have leisure and opportu- 
nity to consider and vote on this important question. His lordship was 
also desirous that the Commissioners appointed by the Grand Jury to 
bring this measure before Parliament, should be requested to attend the 
adjourned meeting. 

J. S. jFbrgtison, Esq., seconded his lordship’s motion, on the grounds 
that this is a case which very much affects the interests of Belfast, and 
which should be gravely considered. 
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John M'Neiib, Eaq., said, that as tlie Grand Jury had the object in 
view of ultimately extending toll-bars over the entire county he would 
move as an amendment, that a county meeting should be called. 

This was sceon<lecl by Adam M'Lban, Esq, . , ■, 

Colonel OoDDSON conceived that a baronial meeting was amply 

™Eobeet Gettt, Esq., argued with great ingeuuity that the Grand 
Jury being merely a body vested with temporary authority, could not 
nroceed Mt bciuLi now assembled, and having in act no existence, to 
Sy to Parliaiii^it, or to do any thing which would permanently bind 
the Lunty. To this it was replied, that they could delegate their 
aXority the same as might he done by this or any other meeting 
Sr soTe further conversation, it was at length agreed that a 

2 a* F-™* ”F'F 

of December 2, 1827 ; — , n ? <i« J 1 R07 

Copy ofRuoM■^nBfrm,^ Belfast N eio^-LoUe,-, temper 2nd, 18^7. 

ThfZrqtrT&EaAEU, Governor of the county, in ^e chair, 
?he folloling resolutions were 

Resolved-" That it “f 

measure of applying, on behalf o Belfast to Oarriokfergus, and on 

to establish turnpikes on ‘''Vf^ZlfaSo AnW is inixpedient. 
the new intended I ne of road alteration in the 

J2frr4i£ “xJ. 

.<v »... •< 

Commons. . . further nroeeeding with regard 

posed Act. „ (Signed) Donegal!.. Ghairman." 

as secretary to this ; .:„aers by the late Grand Juiy, the 

gentlemen appointed “ ® ■>_Belfast, 29ft November, 1827. 

XheXvXecondersand'su 



^farch 2*2, 
1856 . 

R. Lindea-y, 
Esq. 
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March -li, Jury, who prooceJod to obtain their Act of Parliament for Antrim and 
l™. Belfast trust. They not only got that Act, but were the promoters of 
E. Lindaoy, *'''7 *6e Acta for establishing of turnpikes around the town. 

Esq. The way I prove this is, by the remonstrance addressed to the lord 
Lieutenant, in council, in 1836, from the Grand Jury of the county 
Down, on the proposed erection of Qucen’s-brhlge. 

The Board of Works recommended that it should be erected at the 
joint expense of the counties of Down and Antrim. The Grand Jury 
of Antrim then objected to the Report made by the Board of Works 
and wished to have a toll levied on tho bridge,’ to pay for the expense, 
of its construction. 

The Grand J ury of Antrim have not sympathised w'itli the people of 
this barony, or of the southern baronies. 

I am quite prepared to go to the length of saying, from what I 
myself know, from all the inquiries I havo made, and from every thinn- 
I have read on the matter, which I believe to bo true, that there ha° 
been a systematic opposition, on the part of tho people of Bellast, to 
the turnpiike system, and that they still are opposed to it. 

I give this as a reason why the town, in 1850, sought, by a Bill in 
Parliament, to be disunited from the county, so far as roads and bridvea 
are concerned. That Bill was opposed by the Grand Jury, and de- 
feated ; immediately afterwards, meetings were held throughout the 
town, at which, resolutions, deprecating the existence of turnpikes 
were invariably passed. [Handed in the following bill, calling one of the 
meetings : — 

County Oebs. 



To Samubi Nelson, Esq., senior Alderman of Smithfleld Ward. 

We, the undersigned inhabitants and rate-payers of SniithfielJ Ward 
request that you will call a Meeting of this Ward, at your earliest 
convenience, for the purpose of taking into consideration the present 
unequal mode of raising, and the uujust manner of expending, the 
county cess levied off the town of Belfast ; to devise means for pre- 
venting a Bill, now pending before Parliament, from passing into law, 

ic eSeet of Yhich would be to double the county-cess on the borough 
and barony of Upper Belfiist ; and which purposes, for the first time, 
to levy cess off bouses of £5 value and under ; and to take such mea- 
sures as may be deemed sufficient for having the turnpike toll-bars 
removed from the leading roads to Belfast. 

Belfast, 3rd May, 1851. 

in upwards of fifty of principal rate-payers 

In compliance with the above requisition, I hereby call a meeting of 
the rate-payers of Smithfleld Ward, to take into consideration the ini- 
portmt matters therein stated, in the Court-liouao, Howard-street, on 
Monday evening, 20th mat,, at eight o’clock, 

Samubii Nelson, 

■n ^e j. -Mr 1A1 •,« Senior Alderman, Smithficld Ward. 

Belfast, May lOtb, 1851. 

Upon the 9th February, 1853, on a requisition to the Mayor, signed by 
more than 4,000 persons, apnUio town meeting was lieldfone ohlie ex- 
press objects of winch was to devise means for the total abolition of turn- 
on tL subject following resolution was unanimously passed 

Ant Eot used to a considerable degree by parties 

pflTi ItA of being taxed for tbeir repair, and where such roads 

as we I managed by the officers already in the pay of the cess- 
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pnyei-s, tlie maintaining of turnpikes is unnecessary, and tlieir con- Mareli% 
tinuance improper. That in all cases where tlie cess-payers and toll- ^ 
payers are identical, the money spent on the collection and manage- r. Lindsay, 
nient of the trusts is an entire and unnecessary loss — a loss which Esq. 
generally amounts to more than the half of what is levied off the toll- 
payers. That in cases where the special conditions upon which a Turn- 
pike Act was obtained have not been fulfilled, the collection of toiis 
under such Act is, in the opinion of this meeting, unjust, and should 
be discontinued. That the establishment of turnpikes on all the roads, 
both public and baronial, which approach Belfast on the Antrim side, 

. — while a similar course has been, in only one instance, pursued in all 
the remainder of the county — exhibits strong evidence of partiality, in 
the creation of the Antrim turnpike trusts \ and that the renewal of 
the expiring turnpike Acts, by means of legislative government, with- 
out giving timely and sufficient notice to the cess-payers, is unconsti- 
tutional and unfair.” 

In consequence of observations of the Grand J ury at the next March 
Assizes, in reference to that meeting, a farther meeting of the town 
was held, and the above resolution was re-affirraed. That meeting 
appointed a large committee to carry out its decision. 

As one of its members, I formed one of a deputation that waited 
subsequently upon the trustees of the Belfast and Antrim trust, to 
protest against the tolls being let, and induce the trustees to resign ; i 
waited on the trustees of the Crumlin trust, as one of a deputation, with 
the same view, and there was a difference of opinion among them, some 
members being willing to resign and others not ; in consequence ot 
which, we did not succeed. , , j j 

I believe that it was the public feeling then manifested that induced 
the Malone trustees to remove the turnpike, which was then within the 
town, and also induced the trustees of the Antrim and Carriekfergus 
trust to remove their turnpike, which was on the very borders ol the 



Ali the gate.s surrounding Belfast were, up to this period, within 
tlireo-qnarters of a mile of the centre of the town. 

The removal led to a great and immediate improvement ot tJie par- 
ticular localities so relieved. ... . , i„ 

This has been partioularly tbe case on tbe Antrim and Malone road-. 
Tlic Antrim road is most advantageously situated for villas. 

On that road, from its formation until the toll-gate was removed— a 
period of twenty-four years— on a distance of three miles next the 
town, only three villas were built ; but, since the removal of the gates 
between two and three years ago, within the_ distance set free about 
twenty villas and residences have been built, with every piospect of an 

immediate increase. , •, i r 

I do not think that one shilling of the improved ^ 

that road extends beyond the turnpike, and I do not think there is any 
prospect ofland beyond the turnpike being set for building, except at 

a very reduced rate, until the gate is removed. 

As evidence of the increased improvement, an omnibus has been 
placed on that road, on which there never was one before jaiffi that 
omnibus goes as far as the improvements, but does f ‘j” 

On the Malone road, tlie improvement has been still greatei, from 



*'‘FrortCtiine the gate was placed, in 1837, on that road, notwith- 

standing the Queen’s College and Botanic G“dena, no 

took place ; but, when the gate was removed, in 18S1, there was an 

instantaneous effect on the space left free. erected in that 

Probably, fifty or sixty first-class residences have been erected in that 
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space ; tliis includes the Windsor villas \ also, Wellington Park and 
neighbourhood. 

In one instance, I know the value of land there to have increased 
£400 per cent. 

The same results, to a considerable extent, have followed the removal 
of gates on the Oarrickfergus, Lisburn, and Falls roads. 

All removals that I know, have had the same effect of increasing the 
value of hind, as well as adding to the increased comfort and convenience 
of the town ; I am of opinion, if the toll-gates had remained in their 
old jmsition, scarcely one of these improvements would have taken 
place, as the tax, irrespective of its vexatious character, would have 
amounted to a rent on parties residing outside, and, that if they were 
totally removed, the improvements would extend still more widely. 

In reference to the trade of the town ? 

I consider that the toll-gates have interfered improperly with it. 
Several of the mills on the Falls road have, for a length of time, been 
mulcted very severely, while some large establishments on the Crumlin 
road are still subjected to the impost. I consider that, in view of these 
mills having to compete with similar establisimients out of the country, 
this state of things is to be deprecated. 

As regards the retail trade of the town ? 

I am satisfied the existence of turnpikes has been veryprejudicial, tlie 
obvious effect being to keep away sellers, and thus lessen the number 
of purchasers. 

As to the markets ? 

I am convinced that the markets of the town also would he much 
increased if the roads were free ; and I attribute to the turnpikes the 
fact, that the butter market of Belfast has decreased, instead of in- 
creased — more particularly so as the accommodation has been in every 
way bettered. 

1 object to turnpikes, because, in active operation, each trust is mostly 
confined to a single road, having only a few miles in charge ; and for 
this few miles they are obliged to employ a staff’ of officers that could 
as readily attend to a large district. 

I think the staff of one should be sufiicient for all the turnpikes at 
present existing in the county Antrim ; but that not being the case, 
expenses are incurred entirely disproportioned to the income. 

The expense of collecting and keeping the gates is comparatively 
enormous. 

The expense of collecting the county cess is 9c?. in the pound, and 
there are complaints even of that amount. In a ueighbouriiig county 
it has been collected as low as 5cZ. As an instance of this, I hand in a 
table of Oarrickfergus trust, to show the loss of beneficial expenditure 
on the road — that is, the loss by establishments and the costs of col- 
lecting — from which it appears that, while during ten years, ending 
1855, a sum of £20,244 10s. Id was spent for materials and for labour, 
£5,175 9s. 3d was spent in paying treasurer, clerk, surveyor, collec- 
tion of tolls, rent of offices, incidental expenses, journeys to London, 
printing, and illegal rent of quarry, being a positive loss in that way of 
£26 10s. on eveiy £100 beneficially expended. 

Belfast and Antrim and Belfast and Copeland Water Trust. 
Estimated Beneficial Expenditure on this Trust, as compared with 

the Hon-productive Expenditure, as by return of Mr. Hyndman, and 

from the evidence given by him : — 

Totalexpenditureformateriala, overseers (£2 12s. £ d'. 

weekly), labour, and permanent improvements, 
for ten years, ending 1855, as per return, . 20,244 14 1 
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Unproductive expenditure, ten years, ending 1855 


£ 




Treasurer, 


500 


0 


Clerk, 


400 


0 


Surveyor, 


600 


0 


Collection of tolls actually paid for half time— say 
from 1847 to 1852, . . . . • 


1,250 


10 


Allow same amount for remaining fiveyears, during 
which tbe trust was formed, .... 


1,250 


10 


Paid for reut of offices, toll-houses, gates, printing, 
stationery, expense of getting Act renewed, &c., 


602 




as per return, ...... 


8 




£4,670 


9 
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500 0 0 



Ten years’ rent of quarry, at £50, 

£5,175 9 3 

Or a positive loss of £20 10s. on every £100 beneficially expended, 
takino- the whole ten year’s into account; but taking tbe trust since 
the income and expenditure has become reduced by tbe interference 
of railways, tbe discrepancy between productive and non-prodTm- 
tive expenditure becomes greater. As an example : for 1865, the 
expenditure for materials, labour, &c., was £l,56d_lls. ; while the 
cost of salaries, collectors, rent of quarry, _ and incidental expenses, 
die., ■were £SiU 16s. 8ti., or nearly one-third of loss on the proper 

I attribute the Grand Jury’s promoting turnpikes to the fact, that 
its members have interests diverse to those of the town, and also to 
the fact, that the barony of Upper Belfast has not been represented on 
the Grand Jury in proportion to the taxation it has paid. Its present 
taxation -would entitle it to four and a-half meuibei-s out of the twenty- 
three, whereas it has seldom had more than one representative. 

I am obliged to allude thus constantly to the Grand J ury, as I think 
it is almost impossible for them to separate the Grand Jury from the 

*’‘lTd' tlifMople of Belfast not believed that the turnpike system 
would be universal, they would have taken more active measles, in 
my opinion, to oppose its introduction in this county. And the reason 
why tiie people of the town view the tui-npike system as pec^arly 
oppi’cssive, as regards Belfast, is the circumstanee that the town is 
obLed to keep its own streets in repair, and at the same time contri- 
bute its full proportion to the maintenance of the county and baro 
roads and bridges. To show the grievance of this state of tbiUo-, J. 
Ltel; nlde a otlciilation from the Grand Warrant, 
a period of seventeen years, ending 18o6, the town of Belfist jia 
£44,201 17s. 2d. to the roads and bridges 

in return from the county, in the same period, only £3,2ob l.;s. dd. to 
L^sLtTrepair of its streVts ; while to the 

the toivn paid £60,500, receiving in return ±9.ob3 Us -d., being 
loss to the town of £60,228 Ir. Id. during that period. 

This £9,563 13s. 2d. comprises all the town has received from e 

“Toi‘a“lioro^^ I produce the Mowing dcMed 
account, for the last six years, of the sums received by the town from 
the county at large. 

[Memoeandtim. 
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ig tte Sums rcceivetl by the Town of Belfast from the County to Repwr certain Streets, and the sums assessed and levied 
1 Town for llaintaining tJie Roads of the County, Six Years ending 1855 . — From Oraad Warraat of Comti/. 



1850 

1851 

1852 

1853 

1854 



Am^iiTcL 

for Hoods ood 
DcldsMofToU 



£ t. d. 
770 0 0 
740 0 11 



£ s. d. 
1,510 0 11 
1,314 10 6 
1,410 13 11 
2,010 10 a 
1,364 18 7 , 
1,379 12 1 I 



1 2 



To Balance bronght down (b^g amount paid in Six 
Years b^ Town more than received from County 



Summei 



Lent, 

Somme 

Lent, 

Summe 



£ >. d. 

137 11 4 



8 2 



375 19 0 
343 19 5 



342 



S by Tot 

ge), £8,030 10 7 

To Balance of loss fr om Barony Memorandum 

No. 2. . . . . . . 5,799 18 0 



i2ecnpi7uZafion — 1850 to 1855, inclnsivc:— 

Total amount Paid County, . . . £9,999 ) 2 

„ „ Barony . . . 10,458 15 2 



TotM loss by Town on SlxYeare, by its connexion 
with the County, so far as Uoads and Bridges are 



Loss in Six Ycme to Town, 



C,C22 7 9 
£13,830 8 7 
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It was stated, in the course of your inquiiy, that these lines of 
road were not costly, and that they were self-supporting. 

The following is a table of the beneficial expenditure upon the 
Banbridge and Lisburn trusts for the last ten years : — 

Banbridge and Lisburn Trust. — Second Division. 

BoNA-nuE Expenditure, as compared with Unproductive Expeuditure, 
as by return of Mr. Hyndman. 

Total expenditure, teu years ending 1855, for materials, 

overseer, manual labour, &c., . . . £8,749 11 7 

Unpro«luctive Exi)cuditm '0 coniiectod therewith. 

Treasurer, .... £250 0 0 

Clerk, . . . . . 184 3 4 

Surveyor, .... oOlj 0 0 

Toll-houses, gates, office, paid colloctor.s, 

incidental expenses, tbc. . . G53 15 7 



Or ^percent. £1,3SG 18 11 
Add profit of collecting the gates during 
the years in which they have been 
farmed, on the basis of tho Belfast 
and Antrim road, at an average, per 
gate, of £83 6s. 8c?, . . . 830 0 8 



£3,333 5 7 

This table sliow.s that while £8,749 11s. 7c?. have been expended on 
labour and materials, £2,223 5s. Id, have been spent on officers and 
cost of collection — being nearly one-fourth of total loss. 

As regards the Old Malone, Falls, Oastlerobiu, and Hannahstowu 
trusts % 

I have examined into them with considerable care, and am led to 
believe that the non-productive expenditure on tlioin very nearly 
equals the expenditure for labour and materials — in fact, all expendi- 
ture for the use of the road. 

That is to say, the non-productive is 100 per cent, on the e.vpenditure 
for the use of the road. 

I have ascertained, from BIr. Lanyou, that all of these roads require 
to be, and are, assisted by county presentment, to, as near ne 1 can 
ascertain by grand warrants, an extent of £563 per annum. 

This is a proof that these trusts are not self-supporting, and that, 
if left to themselves, they would be insolvent. 

I object to the erection of turnpike gates, as being altogether opposed 
to that freedom of commerce which has become the established system 
of the country. 

I object to the system because of its annoying and vexatious char- 
acter to ti-avellers. 

I also object to it, because it is a double system of assessment. 

Because of its partial character, in obliging the inhabitants of one 
part of the county to pay double when they travel on these roads. 

Because, from the spread of railways, the revenue from turnpikes 
may be said to be almost wholly local, so that the toll-payers and the 
cess-payers are the same parties. 

I advocate the abolition of turnpikes, because the presentment 
system, if rightly carried out, would be more economical. 

Mr. Lanyon gave evidence that the expense to the barony of Upper 
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Belfast, by the abolition of turnpikes, would be £2,200, and that, when 
assessed, it would be equal to in the pound. . c j i 

I know one of these statements to be wrong, and I am satisfied that 
the other is wrong also. i 

With reference to the 4M, Mr. Lanyon has evidently calculated it 
upon the basis of Griffith’sValuation ; but that valuation has no bearing 
upon the question, inasinncli as the county cess is applotted and levied 
upon the poor-law valuation. _ » , , , r 

I have ascertained that the poor-law valuation of the borough ot 
Belfast, excluding the county Down side, is £232,330. Now, less than 
on this valuation would be more than sufficient say, one penny 
eieven-sixteenths (that would be £1,033 lb. tomeetthe portion 

for which the town would be liable, even if Mr. Lpiyon s estimate oi 
£2,200 for the harony were eorrect. Our proportion to tlie barooy is 
M 73 per cent, by Griffith’.? valnatioii. . 

I ain disposed to tliink that Mr. Lanyon is just as mcorreot as to 

the £ 2 , 200 , as he is about the 4iiJ. . . . • r lo — 

I haye examined tlie grand warrant of the county Amrim for 18 jo, 
and found that the contract roads in the seven upper baronies of tlie 
county, including Upper Belfast, cost only, on the average, £14 6s. lid 
per mile, their length being 475 miles., I have also i^oertamed m 
Mr. Lanyon’s office— (what I want to give is the total miles ra the 
barony)— that the total miles of turnpike road m the harony of Upper 
Belfast amount to 3Si statute miles, which, if taken at £o0 per mile 
on the average, would amount to .£1,925, from which must be deducted 
the sum of £530 ISs, already paid by the county to these roads , and 
also £SB 5s., being the proportion of the county at large for the 

w^^^^ leave to be added_on the pr.umption 

that £50 per mile would he s”®? l am 
£1 273, instead of £2,200 ; and, from inquiry that I have mad^ l am 
led to believe that the estimate of £60 per mile will be found ™ftcient 
This calculation, if correct, would entail a poundage of Id on the 

'’Twllto^stite%ith reference to turnpikes generally, “ ^ ^ 
keen in communication with a great number o individual 

expreldTnmXiili';^^^^^^^ 

the same sentiments. 

THE LIMERICK AHD ^WCASTM AND THE LIME- 
RICK AND CHARLEVILLE TRUoio. 

(50 Statute Mites.) 

Limebick ConHTV Codbt-Hodbe, Apkil 1, 185C. 

Mr Michad Dawson sworn. 

Iamsec..taryorclerkof«^^^ 

the first 

Limerick to d^ision beginning at tke city of 

The second ,s calffid f the county of Cork, 

Limerick, thence as the other. 

mo in good condition-both lines, but I 
cannot speak from personal inspection, ^ ^ 



Match 22, 
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E. Lindsay, 
Esq. 
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Mr. Mictael 
Dawson. 
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April 1, 
18.56. 

Mr. Michael 
Dawson. 



I carry cn tlie iron and coal trade as a general merclmnt, and have 
two carts, pony, and donkey for bxisiness i^urposes, and have private 
vehicles 

The carts seldom pass through the turnpike, as my business con- 
fines them to the town. 

I understand there is a sum of money due to the Board of "Works (I 
forget the amount); it was borrowed for the purpose of improving the 
road and employing the people. 

A great deal of permanent and useful improvement was effected by 
the outlay of that .sum— cutting down hills, filling up hollows, making 
footways, repairing bridges, filling up dykes, and widening the road. 

This was about 1846, and there was a balance at that time in hands 
of the treasurer. 

We always demanded the maximum toll in all cases, except for 
imblio vehicles, that is, stage coaches and cars, regularly plying on 
the road. 

With some individuals we entered into an annual conipo-sition (Mr. 
Bianconi, Mr. Bogarty, and Mr. Fitzgibhon), they applied to be relieved 
from the control or interference of the collectors at the gates; and 
besides, the trustees were anxious to encourage the class of cars kept 
by those persons for public convenience, they being of a superior kind. 
*^Such opinion I have hoard expressed by some persons, as that it 
would he well if the tolls were abolished, especially those living in the 
neighbourhood of the gate.s near the town. 

We let tho tolls from year to year, but there are many instances of 
persons continuing beyond that period. 

There is one instance of a person named Morrissy, who took the 
gate to Ballinacarre, about one mile and a-lialf or two miles from this, 
about sixty years ago, and the contract, although annual, and setup 
for public auction once in each year, has continued in the family up to 
this moment. 

Eis grandson, John O’Shea, now has the gate. 

M‘Mahon, of Keens and Newcastle gate, uncle and father, have had 
the gate for twenty-six yeai's (excepting one year). 

My salary, at first £60, is now reduced to £48, in couse(iiience of the 
depressed state of the Bruff line. 

The traffic left it soon after tho opening of the railw’ay, which runs 
parallel part of the way. 

On the whole, however, it is sufficiently parallel to swallow up the 
great and heavy traffic of the road. 

Hands in documents Schedule I) 1, D 2, 

There are twenty-three trustees, five constitute a Board, and they 
meet rather regularly. 

This day is the day advertised for the annual letting of the tolls by 
public auction, and, only one trustee being present, there was no Board, 
and the letting of the tolls was, within the last half-hour, accordingly 
adjourned till to-morrow week, the 9th of April. 



n. W. Ltmgley, HamiUou ir. LangUfj, Estp, C.E., sworn. 

EBq.,c.£. j surveyor to the entire trust, 

a length altogetiier of fifty English miles. 

It begins at Newcastle and arrives at Limerick, and .thence leaves 
Limerick and goes to Charleville, through Bruff. 

Between this and Newcastle tliere are six gates; a cart paying 4c?. 
(the maximum) may pass through those six gates, and return with the 
same hor.'se (not another) without additional toll. 
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April 1, 
1856. 



“-rasssr.EriSS _ . 

a -i t ; - "'£S!- 

* The Chai'leviUe rnacl is m veiy good condition. 

" ir’i^TSnaiicl^o; 

imitevials being better and more easily had. 

»^f:K-rotheri.dnc«oii3 were made. 

'l ,r Sr^r 

Trustees at first, up to about ^ ^ ^ it i,,, and then the 

^ ^ 

""niavc not heard any expressions o£ dissatisfaction amongst the people 

as to the tolls being the people of the comitry 

I think, however, pi-oseiitnieiit-I mean the 

':S:\iym1eneLuy, Ld those who would have to pay their share of 
tiio iiiaiiiteiiauco by comity rate. present, and if the toll 

.»;£,£r£ IS f=^ - •■ - ”* 

(Hr this county, at least) 

general opinion i.s against paymg traffic, but is not so 

The Charlovme line w^ Jtt 

now, nor since the opemn„ ,,avin" 4s. per perch per annum, for 

The county and harmiy aie no 1 y o 1 to Tipperary. 

'"‘Sroad is not a turnpike road, but repaired in the ordinary way. 

like otlier presentment roads. turnpike on that line, notwitli- 

I never heard of an attempt to it entails on the 

standing its great expense, and the „ 

t now considerably clearer than it had been three years ago. 

only havepaid 5s. or 

Gs. three years hack. interest of the debts due he in arrear or 

I cannot say „ c,,,„cial aflalrs of the trust, 

not. I know nothing of humic* . ^ 

The payment of the men is left to 
my control, whom I and their own. 

'These overseers make retn is ot to the treasurer, who 

If I approve of the «"''int, I ^ n,ysnlt. ^ 

advances the gross *» "' • ] p a fortnight, in money, not in 

The men are paid on tue 

goods, uor in a public hotoe. ifo^castle road at 12«. each. The 

SX“Si5“”«”"” - “ ' 

at 12s. per week. 
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April 1, I, myself, am the contractor for the repairs of the Charleville line 
that is, I contract with tlie trustees to keep in repair that line, for 
H. w. Langley, -IjOOO per annum, and I am also the engineer, at -£100 per annum ; 

Esq., c.B. hut up to 1852, when the funds got low, 1 had another salary of £30 
on the division, of which that road forms a part. 

The name of the overseer, at £1 a*week, is John Punch ; and he 
does business in the neighbourhood where I have other contracts under 
the county, and that is the reason ho got 8s. per week more than the 
other. 

I have the sole control and power of dismissing the overseers, and 
also of employing or dismissing men on both those lines. 

There is a branch road, turning off the mail-coach road at Patrick’s- 
well, that costs 2s. iod. per perch per annum. 

I have not heard what the average cost of maintaining roads in the 
county may be, nor how many miles of road there are kept up by the 
county. 

I do not think that tolls on a road ju'e any check to the advancement 
of trade or industry in the county. 

I think wherever tolls can be avoided they are. I know people to 
take longer roads than they need take, with their carts and cattle, to 
save tolls. 

I think if the tolls were removed from the roads, there would be 
more traffic on them. 



Mr.W.Dundon Mr. William Dundony Ballyuakeile, Parmer, sworn. 

1 hold about 135 Irish acres, and live by farming. 

There is a gate within three miles of my place, as I go to Limerick 
which m four Irish miles from me ; and another between me and Adai/ 
which is about the same distance. 

Going either way, I pay 2cZ. toll. 

Tlie public opinion is (that is, amongst rato-payers) that it would bo 
better to get rid of tolls ; they say, and it agrees with my own expe- 
rience, that where there are no gates, the roads aro in hotter order. 

I have travelleJ a good many roads in the county of Clare, where 
tliey have no turnpikes, and I have seen the roads better kept. 

I think tolls act as a check on intercourse in the country and people 
go a longer distance with their beasts, going to the fairs and markets 
in order to avoid them. ^ 

Some persons bring their produce into inferior towns and markets 
to avoid tolls, and thereby get lower prices. ’ 

Take Kathkeale, for instance — when a fanner in the market there 
asks Limerick market price for his corn, he is told then, that if he were 
in Limerick, it would have cost him the toll to get there : and he is 
then obliged to take a ^d. under, sometimes more. 

The carriage makes a diff’erence in market prices — that is the trouble 
and wear and tear involved in taking goods some distance from home 
and tolls add to that difference. ^ 

The condition of the road from this to Newcastle is generally bad— 
and I speak in presence of Mr. Langley, and the other officials of the 
line. 

Last winter it was most shamefully bad. 

I do not know much of the Charleville line; I seldom have to use it 

I speak the general opinions of all the people about my part of the 
county m saying, that they are dissatisfied with toUs, and with the 
system of turnpikes generally. They think there is great waste of 
money in salaries and overseers, and in paying useless people. 
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The men -vvorlang on the road near my own place have complained 
to me that they were not paid in money, but in goods ; for instance, m 

o'lt'ifMm Downey, who gets 12s per week has a shop in 
Patrickswell for the sale of oatmeal, bread, butter, bacon, tobacco, 

'“'ThTmfn? whose names I can give whenever called 
complained to me that they were never paid in money at '‘jl. b'lUliat 
thei? wages, from one end of the year to the other, were settled foi in 
these shop goods. ^ 



April 1, 
1856. 

Jlr.W.Dtmdon. 



David lioelte lirmniiuj, Esip, Buttevant, county Cork, sworn. 



B.K-BTOWing* 

Esq. 



I am treasnrer to the trust. 

r.r;ss S.J ”l« s, - » 

'%%fn I^lTfof ihe materials, and then the salaries of overseers and 

^Tketa to printed acconnt handed in, marked Schedule D 1, D 2.] 
L debt to the Sever— p,U J„uc 
3 ol';™d“inte" nothin^ has been paid, owing to our 

depressed circumstances. mvinv thino- this year or 

I which 'oughUo have been to-day, 

lthrwe\S>"tddinI4 brnot Iw hose of last year, I iiinst say. 

insolvent at present, as we are unable to pay the 

hedenirf^ 

The nioneyl speak of was boiro«n t years to June, 1851; 

Works in June 1846, ’’;^ 3 ^i^terfered with ns to snob an extent 

since that peiiod, the y • crar finances, 

as to leave very ^ile on the eastern side of the 

city ; "s Ser turnpike in the western side, about two miles 

^'The'petX of 

Therfaie two hridges_one caUed the WeUesley-hridge, which would 
cost, say id., {ov ^ ^nkard-bridge, which costa a like snm._ 

?^:SSridgelt\he heart of the borough; the other la 
half epnarter of imile beyono the borough. 
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D:R. Browning 
Esq. 



April 3, 
1856. 

TV’. Hayden, 
Esq. 



S. Carter, Esq. 
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I have not heard people speaking about the tolls, except a few 
people that do not like to pay. 

Some country gentlemen object to the turnpikes as a nuisance. 

I do not know that any trustees object to the turnpike system. 

In 1846j we had a balance in hands of £000 on the Rathkeale road 
and £320 on the Gharleville road — that is to say, a sum of £1 220 to 
the credit of the entire trust. 

We spent the money in permanent improvements, and also the sum 
of £2,000 borrowed from the Government, aa above referred to, and aa 
in the detailed accounts. 

[Hands in document marked Schedule I) 3.] 



WATERFORD AND SHANKILL TURNPIKE TRUST. 

(34 Statute Miles.) 

Kilkenny ConaT-HoueE, April 3, 1850. 

Williain Hayden, Esq., Secretary to tlic county Kilkenny Grand Jury, 
sworn. 

I was solicitor to the carrying through the House of Parliament tho 
act called the Waterford and Shaukill Turnpike Act, 1832. That act 

will not expire until the year , and it lias not been repealed 

to ray knowledge. ’ 

There are no tolls collected on that road now, and have not been for 
some years. 

secretary to tho Grand Jury, I am conversant with all matters 
concerning roads in my county, and I can state officially, that every 
road in the county is maintained and repaired by presentment. 

The Waterford and Shankill road is in much better condition now 
than it had been under tho trust. 

It is repaired by Grand Jury presentment alway,g, like all the 
county roads. 

The Post-Office repah-ed it in tlie winter of 1854-1855, it was in 
such bad. condition for tho mails ; and the county has since repaid the 
Post-Office. 

The tolls were unpopular, and people evaded them whenever they 
could do so. 

There arc no tolls demanded now anywhere in the county Kilkenny, 
and I am well accpiainted with every road where there has been a 
turnpike. 

I think the people were very glad to get rid of them. 

There_are no debentures or debts of any sort outstanding against tho 
trust. I may say with all but certainty there were none. 



Samson Garter, Esq., County Surveyor, Kilkenny, sworn. 

^ of toll icing demanded on any road in the 

county of Kilkenny for the last three or four years. 

All our roads are maintained by tho county at present. I was sur- 
veyor of two trusts for some years. 

One was the line from the town of Carlow, through Kilkenny and 
Oallan to the bonuds of the county of Tipperary, near nine-mile- 
house—a distance of about 32 statute miles. 

I resigned tliat appointment in 1852. 

p-irf consideration, which raufromShau- 

kiU to Waterford, a distance of 34 statute miles, all in the county of 
Kilkenny, the river at the city of Waterford separating the two counties. 
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Notes of £vidcitce. 

I coimueiiced o^^ that lino on the 29tU of April, 1842, at a salary of Jwrf/3, 
£20 per annum, which in a year or two afterwards was incresised to 
£30. S. Carter, Esq. 

I resigned on tho 14tli of May, 1852, having held it for ten years. 

The cause of my resignation was that the trust was known for some 
time to be in a declining state. It wanted funds ; the trustees did not 
care to meet, ami it was fouml hard to bring them together. 

At length thev ceased to meet, perhaps I might say foriiipy 
ceased, about the-spring of 1852, and no tolls were ever demanded on 
it since ; and it is now maintained altogether by Grand Jury pre^nt- 
inentH. 1 therefore considered that I was warranted in resigning my ofcce. 

It is in far better con<Ution now than it had been -whilst under the 
trustees, even although I w'as tiieir surveyor. It cost at that time 
from to Is. Gcf. per perch per annum ; it now costs Sfri. 

As to the Act of Parliament under which the trust was established, 

I know nothing of it, except that I hear from persons who understand 
such things better than I do that the act has not yet expired. 

I am not acquainted with the financial portion of the concern ; but 
from what I generally heard and believe, I should say there are no 
debts due by the trust. 



CARLOW, KILKENNY, CALLAN, AND TIPPERARY 

turnpike trust. 

(32 Statute Miles.) 

Samoii Carter, Esc,., County Suweyor, re-exaniiued. S. CirtK,E.q. 

I stated in my previous evidence, that I had been surveyor to this 

*"My salary was £10 per amium, commencing on the 3rf of August, 

] 837, and ending with luy resignation in Eeln-uary, lSo|-. 

I resigned in consequence of the trustees complaining that they 

had no funds to meet their debts. 

At that time the trustees ceased to meet, and then formally resigned, 

at least BO I was given to underatand. 

Tim gates wore'’tl,rown open to the public, and arc now no longer in 
existence • no toll, of course, is demanded, and the county Grand 
Jury repairs tho road by presentment, just the same as all the other 

itirnow in better condition than it was under the turnpike system. 

It cost at that time, as well as my memory serves “c—f” J 
at wesent lay my hand on tho papers belonging to that road— from 
Is ^U to Z per perch, per annum. It averages under the Grand 

"^7h2rtThe\^;tt'Te?entoes outstanding against this trust, but 
what might he their amount or their value I cannot say. 

I also^heard that the Act of Parliament mider which the trust held 

was not yet expired. 

Humphrey Semple, Esq., Kilkenny, sworn. H.Sempk.E.. 

T was secretary to the line of road extending from the town of Car- 
low, through Kilkenny and Callaii, to the bounds of the county o 

'■^‘it w7a part of the once great leading thoroughfare from Bnblin to 
Corl- through Carlow, Kilkenny, Clonmel, Ac., and upon which night 
day raib,S po’sting vehfcles of all kinds, passed at all hours of 

both day and nighl. 
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Afril 3, It was perhaps the greatest thoroughfare in the whole of the south 
1856, Ireland. 

H Semple Esq traffic has now dwindled away to almost nothing. 

The railw'ays have every thing of that sort now, and our lines are 
mere local ones. 

The trust was held under the Act 4 Wni. IV. ; royal assent, July 9, 
1833, and was to continue for 31 years. 

I ceased to act as secretary in 1852, when the trustees met and dis- 
solved in a body, and threw the road open to the public. 

The mode of dissolving is set forth in the minute book, with day 
aud date, (kc. 

[The minute book produced.] 

The following resolutions are in my own hand-writing, and signed 
by the respective chairmen of the day : — 

Friday, F(?bruary G, 1853. 

The trustees met this day, It being their usual monthly meeting. 

Present, Henry McCreery, Chairman ; Richard Sullivan, Edmond 
Smithwick, Henry Potter, Henry J. Loughnaii. 

Resolved — “ That instalments of the following bills be paid, viz. : Mr. 
Maxwell, £20; Mr. Deuroaohe, £5; Mr. Shannan, £1 lOa ; Mr. B. 
Scott, £11 ; and that cheques be given for these respective sums.” 

Resolved — “ That the Board do adjourn to Saturday, the 14th instant, 
to transact business of the utmost importance to the trust, and that a 
full meeting be called by advertisement as well as circulars. The ad- 
vertisement to be inserted in both the Kilkenny papers on Wednes- 
day the 11th, and Saturday the 14th instant, stating in the advertise- 
ment that such meeting is called for the final winding up of the affairs 
of the trust, as far as practicable.” 

Resolved — " That a sum not exceeding £4 be expended npon the re- 
pairs of the road, until the next day of meeting on the 4th instant.” 

Resolved — “ That our secretary be prepared, on said day of meeting, 
on the 14th instant, to finally close his account with the trust, and 
that he collect by that day all debts due to the trust, and ascertain all 
claims against the trust, with a view to such final settlement.” 

(Signed) Henry MoOreery, Chairman. 



Saturday, 14th February, 1833. 

The trustees met this day, pursuant to special advertisement ordered 
on the 6th instant. 



Present — 

Richard Sullivan, Chairman. 
Sir J. Wheeler D. Cuffe, Bart. 
Henry M'Creery. 

Henry Potter. 

James Tidmarsh. 



Patrick Blanchfield. 

Henry J. Loughnan. 
Captain William R. Stuart. 
The Rev. Joseph Chapman. 
J ames K. Aylward. 



Resolved — “ That the following members have resigned 



Richard Sullivan. 

Henry M'Creery. 

James Tidmarsh. 

Captain William R. Stuart. 
Sir J. B. Wheeler Cuffe, Bt. 



Henry Potter. 

The Rev. Joseph, Chapman. 
Patrick Blanchfield. 

James K. Aylward. 

Edmond Smithwick.” 



Mr. Carter has resigned his situation as surveyor. 

(Signed) Richard Sullivan, Chairman. 
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After that day n othin" more was heard of the tolls or the trust of that 3, 

Ibe. ‘if!- 

The people passed through the gates, toll free, from that day to this, h. Semple, E kj; 
aud every one seems to have forgotten that they ever existed. 

The trustees got tired of the whole affair, seeing the funds declining, 
and they seldom attended. 

In fact, the receipts were not equal to the mere ordinary expenses 
of surface repairs, putting out of question the interest on the debentures 
and the officers’ salaries. 

My own salary was £40 per annum, and the surveyor, Mr. Carter, 
had the same, and there was no other annual paid officer. 

The Provincial Bank was the treasurer, but unpaid. 

The amount of debts due by this trust is £3,6G6 Os. British 
currency; but upwards of £1,000 of that has not been heard of for, 
perhaps, forty or fifty years, as appears by the following memorandum 
in the minute book, in the bandwriting of my predecessor, Mr. John- 
ston, who was not secretary since the year 1838 ; — 

“ The debts now due by this trust are as follows : — 

£ s. tl. 

Mortgage, 1,000 0 0 

Debentures, 1,926 10 o 

Debentures supposed lost, not being claimed 

within the last twenty years, . . . 1,045 0 0 



Late Irish currency, .... 3,971 10 5 

Or, 3,665 0 5-^ BritiBli. 



That memorandum being written on or before the year 1838, brings 
us back to 1818, being twenty years previous; so that nothing 
has been heard of that sum of £1,000 for, at all events, thirty-eight 
yea,rs. 

The debentures were some for £100, some for £50. I do not think 
them worth Is. each, by which I mean to convey that they are utterly 
aud entirely useless to their owners ; nor do I think they themselves 
place any value whatever upon them. 

I cannot bring to memory at w'hat period interest was paid upon 
any of them. The late Mr. Collis, one of the trustees, used to make a 
great noise about debentures he had, but it generally ended with his 
getting nothing, or, perhaps, some little. I forget the fact, it is so 
long ago. 

The trustees -had no property in houses. On the whole line they 
had but one house under lease from Lord Clifden. It stood on a piece 
of the laud of Mr. Blanchfield, one of the trustees, a tenant of Lord 
Glifdeu’s. 

The house was given to him, he undertaking to periorm ail condi- 
tions reserved in the lease, whatever they might have been, and also 
paying £2 to the trust. I do not know if he ever paid that £2. I 
suppose he did. 

The road was in very bad condition generally. Mr. Bianconi re- 
peatedly complained of its bad condition, and rather than pay tolls for 
a road in so had a state, he ran his cars round by the Newtown road, 
to avoid paying at the gates. 

Mr. Peter Purcell’s manager complained of the state of the line, and 
by his orders the coach also went round by Newtown, after repeatedly 
remonstrating with the Board of Trustees. 
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Turnpike Inc[idry, Ireland. 

April 3, That oucuiTed in the year 1842, as I find by reference to the ledcer. 

Deduction of tolls was made him for thirteen days, during which period 
H Sem^ Esci. coach was not on the turnpike road. 



B. Scott, Ksii- Barnabj/ Scott, Es'-j., Crown Solicitor, Kilkenny, sworn. 

I was employed by the trustees as their solicitor when they were 
seeking their Bill in Parliament, and obtained it for them in 1833. 

The road runs from the town of Carlow, through the city of Kilkennvj 
and thence to the bounds of Tipperary county. 

The trustees dissolved the Board some three or four years ago. They 
were tired of the trouble of attending boards, and were anxious to 
abolish the tolls. The income was declining, and the roads were badly 
managed. 

At the time of so doing they owed considerable debts, a.s well in the 
shape of mortgages and debentures as in simple contract debts. They 
owed money to several persons connected with the trust. Amongst 
others, they owe mjscdf about £40 for law costs incurred in proceedings 
done for the Board. 

I do not thiirk the debentures ■would sell for sixpence apiece. 

When the trustees dissolved the Board, the people tore up the gates, 
and they were taken away from time to time, until no more of them 
u'as seen. The toll-houses were utterly abandoned, and now they 
appear in a state of dilapidation and ruin. 

I do not know what became of these houses. Some of them were, 
I believe, purchase<l by the trustees ; some were [illo\ved to go to 
waste ; some, perhaps, reverted to the owners of the soil for non-pay- 
ment of rent— tliese are butfew. There is no turnpike toll now receivetl 
any wliere in this county. 

K Colle-i Ebo Alexander Colies, Esq., Millmount, sworn. 

I was a ti-ustee of the line leading from Carlow, through Kilkenny 
and Callan, to the bounds of the county of Tipperary. 

There is no toll now demanded on that line, nor since the year 1852. 
The Board met (but I happened not to be present) and dissolved, as 
far, at least, as their own act could affect a dissolution. 

There -were not sufficient funds to pay the common expenses of the 
road. 

There are some debentures in existence outstanding against this 
trust. Some belong to some of my o'wn family — four debentures of 
either £50 or £100 each ; and the last interest paid was about twelve 
or fourteen years ago. 

They belong to the represontatives of the lato William Golles, my 
great-grandfutlicr. I think they bore date about 1731. 

I know nothing particularly about the Slmnkill and Waterford 
road ; but T believe there is no toll demanded on a road anywhere in 
this county. 

I believe the debentures I spoke of aro valueless, and not worth 
halt-a-crown each, nor worth any thing whatever. 

This valuation applies to any debentures or securities of any deno- 
mination that may be outstanding against tho trust. 

If the trust had any property in toll-houses, <&e., they have not that 
property now; perhaps the landlord got up the houses for arrears duo ; 
but I cannot say with any precision what became of them. 

The tolls were extremely unpopular, and we were glad to get rid of 
them altogether, in any way we could. 
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CAKLOW AND OASTLECOMER TURNPIKE TRUST. 

(9:'f Statute Miles.) 

Carlo-vv, April 4tHj 1806. 
lUchard TKi/son, Esq. sworn. 

I am treasurer to the turnpike trust called the Carlow and Castle 
comer trust. 

The road commences at the town of Graigue, at tlie bounds of the 
counties of Carlow and Queen’s County, and terminates at a place called 
Cruttyard, on the road to Castlecomer. 

Its whole length is Q;^ statute miles, and it lies entirely iu the 
Queen’s County, in the barony of Sliovemaraga. 

The trust is under the Act 5th and 6th Viet., (1842), to continue 
for a period of thiiiy-one years, and will, therefore, not expire 
until 1873. 

Generally speaking, the maximum toll under the Act is demanded 

and paid. _ • -i i o - 

The income arising from tolls for the year ending 21st April, 185o, 
was £305 2s. Id . ; the expenditure, including interest on debt paid, 
was £334 10s. 9f?. 

My own salary, as treasurer and surveyor, is £30 per annum ; clerk, 
£10; road steward, £20 : making the total of annual salaries, ±G0 per 
annum. [HandsS in documents marked schedule E 1, E 2, E 3.] 

There are debts outstanding against this trust to the amount of 
£2,723 Is. Qd., besides an accumulation of arrears of interest. 

The debt was money originally lent on debentures of £25 each (late 
Irish currency). ^ . 

The subscribers wore persons who felt an interest m the w^ell-being 
and advancement of the county, and about the year 1808, or there- 
abouts, the road from Carlow to the Collieries being so hilly, and narrow, 
and bad, that, asl have often beard, a load of four or five hundred weight, 
was then considered a good load to convey by it, these subscribers lent 
the money, in order to make a new line of road, and repay themselves 
by the tolls. . 

The following'is a list of the original debenture-holders, dating from 
the year 1810 : — 

Robert Jackson, 1810 (4), 

William Browne (2), 

William Cooper (4), 

Robert Moore Eishburne (4), 

Hovendon Stapleton (S), . 

Sir Henry Pavnel (S), 

Countess of Ormonde (20), 

Earl of Ormonde (5), 

Viscount Lismore (5), 

Hon. C. B. Waiulesforde (5), 

Thoinus Cavauagh (5), 

Barrow Navigation Company (20j, 

Earl of Portai'lington (12), 

Rev. William Sutton (4), 

Henry Brueii (4), 

Earl iCenmare (8), 



British, 



April 4, 

U. Wilson, Es«l. 
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£2,723 


1 


0 
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April 4, 
1866. 

R. Wilson, Esq. 



ifr. ll. Philips. 



A.Jacluoa,Esq. 



94 Turnpike Inquiry, Ireland. 

These bore six per cent, interest, to commence when the road should ' 
be completed, and there was no Gorernment grant. 

There had been a further sum of perhaps £300 to £400, borrowed 
on the personal security of some of the original debenture holders, in 
order to complete the work, iua.smuoh as the original sum was not 
sufficient to complete it. 

This latter sum was paid off in the first instance, and no interest was 
paid until that Ia.st sum, with interest, was paid ofT, which took place 
in the year 1821. 

In that year, the sum of £123 'id. was paid by the treasurer, 
Mr. David Ryan, as appears by lii.s account, in his handwriting, now 
before me, to account of interest due to the original debenture holders; 
and that being the first payment of interest ever made to them, the 
payment, although paid in 1S21, dates as of and for 1810. 

In that way there is now due (or, rather there was due in 1854) aii 
arrear of unpaid interest of £3,472 1.5. Gd. 

There was an interval of six years (from 1837 to 1843) in which, 
by consent of the trustees, no intere.st was paid, in order to accumulate 
a fund, to obtain a renewal of our Act of Parliament, which we ob- 
tained in. 1842. 

The costs of the Act were £476 IT.?. 7c?. 

In June, 1844, the sum of £170 5s. lOd was paid in part liquidation 
of arrears of interest. 

The cost of the road, taking materials, manual labour, salaries, rent.s, 
and incidentals, was, for the 9;^ miles, last year, £266, being about £25 
per mile, per annum. 

I think the traffic on that road is of such a nature as ought to render 
its maintenance three or four times as great as that of other roads 
generally. 

There are very heavy loads of coal drawn over that line from the 
collieries to Carlow. 

Some of these loads contain forty-five hundred weight ; few or none 
so low as twenty hundred weight. Asses’ carts constantly contain 
twenty hundred weight, sometimes twenty-five hundred weight. 

In paying OS’ interest, no preference is given, but a proportionate 
sum paid to all persons, not by ballot, but all receive proportionately. 



Mr. liohei't Philips, Mill Pall, sworn. 

I am clerk to the above road ; my duty is to summon the trustee.?, 
write summonses and notices, keep minutes of the proceedings, occa- 
sionally go on the road, to see that all is right, and, if I see any thing 
that is wrong, to report to Mr. Wilson. 

I have no control over the workmen. 

I do not know what may he the amount per perch, per annum, of 
keeping up the road. 

I do not know what may be the amount of keeping up nny road. 

I have not the handling of any of the moneys, nor does any pass 
through my hands. 

The men are paid by Mr. Wilson. 

I do not keep any account of the men’s days, nor did the trustees 
ever require me so to do. 



Adam Jackson, Esq., Graigue. 

I am a trustee, and hold four debentures for £100, originally lent by 
y brother, the late Robert Jackson, Es<q., in about 1808 or 1809. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 
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At tho time of the passing of 48 George III., the road was nearly 
impassable, aa set forth in its preamble, as follows : — 

“ And whereas, the road leading from the town of Carlow to the town i 
“ of Castleconier, aforesaid, is very mountainous, and in such bad repair, 

“ as to be scarcely passable for travellers, and the same cannot be kept 
“ in good and sufficient repair by the ordinary means of presentment ; 

“ and it is therefore expedient, that a new line of road should be laid 
“ out between the said towns of Carlow and Castlecomer, or so much 
“ of the said old road altered, as may he found necessary for avoiding 
“ hills.” 

Upon the passing of that Act, a fund -was raised by debentures, 
bearing interest, as Mr. Wilson has stated. 

The value of the debentures, I can scarcely arrive at, they nut having 
been in the market, but the average of tlie last eleven years gave 4^ 
jjer cent, on tho £2,723. 

I think it would be an injustice to the rate-payers of the barony to 
abolish the trust, and throw the maintenance of the line on the cess- 
payers. 

There is no mail coach or even mail car on the line, and therefore it 
would be entirely a baronial impost. 

There has been no mail car on the line for the last six or sev’en years. 

I do not know what increase, in the taxation of the barony, might 
arise from throwing the maintenance of this road upon it. 

[Mr. Cooper, of Cooper’s-hill, here stated, that £100 would 'have 
caused about Id, in the pound barony cess, therefore £200 would be 
about 2c2. ; that was, however, under the old system of taxation ; there 
has been some alteration lately, the nature of which he thought he 
could soon supply.] 

Examination resumed. 

It would not be fair to the cess-payers to ask them to pay for the 
maintenance of a road which is torn up by general (not local) traffic. 



William Coo-per, Esq., Cooper-hiU, sworn. 

I am a magistrate and grand juror of the Queen’s County. 

I am a trustee of this line. 

There had been a turnpike road under another trust^the one from 
the town of Athy to Castlecomer, which joins this line j their Act was 
allowed to expire, and there are now no turnpikes on that road, a good 
part of which passes through the barony of SlievemaragU;, in the 
Queen’s county. 

The cost of maintaining it having fallen on that barony, the cess- 
payers consider it a grievance to have to support that line, inasmuch 
as its traffic is general, not local. 

The people of the barony do not profit by its traffic — which is a 
supply from the towns of Kilkenny, Castlecomer, and Athy, in the 
articles of coal. 

The feeling of injustice is such, that the cess-payers and magistrates 
at road sessions have been unwilling to ^ant a sura sufficient to keep 
it in good repair j and the consequence is, that it is now in the very 
worst condition ^ and upon the expiration of the Act in about 1852, it 
was left in the very finest order. 

I believe that many coal carriers would now he glad to pay tolls on 
the road to Athy for a good road, rather than pass toll free on such a 
had road as it is at present. 



April 4. 
1856. 

.Jackson,£sq. 



W.Caoper,Esq. 
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Cims-e.am.mrJ. 

I omisider tlin persons wlio really pay the toll are the consumers. 

W.Oooper,F.sq. I think a colliery district affords an exception in its way to all other 
districts, so far as the repairs of the road go. , , 

The colliery proprietors (I know it) were anxious to aholish the tolls. 

I know likewise, being on the Grand .Jury, and also on the road ses- 
sions of tlic barony of Siiovemaragn, that they are very .anxious to 
obtain large presentment for colliery roads, rather than have tolls 
demanded on them. 

The contributors to the original fund, given by debenture holders, 
were many of them colliery [jroprietors. 

The debentures 1 hold (four of £23 each), I have from my late 
father, who advanced the money originally. 

1 know nothing of their marketahle value, never having otiered them 
for sale, nor having seen others do so. 

Neither my father nor I were colliery proprletor.s. 

Mr. M, Byrne. Mr. Ucdilm Ilyrne, Castle-street, Carlow, sworn. 

I am in the woollen and Manchester trade, and know this line of road. 
It is in good condition at present. 

My opinion is, that if the tolls were abolished (taking care, of course, 
of those who lent their money for the making of it), it would be au 

The salaries, £(i0 upon 9^ miles, would be saved, and other things 
which appear on the printed form (Schedule E 1) now handed in by 
the treasurer, Mr. Wilsou. 

This form and account I never saw before. 

Here is a sum of £14 Is. incidentals that would not bo incurred or 
paid under the county presentment system. ^ ^ • t 

I am acquainted with persons wdio pay cess in the baronies oi 
Slievemaraga, and also of Ballyadams. _ . . 

I never heard them complain of the injustice of throw'iug the main- 
tenance of the road upon themselves, since the abolition of the tolls oii 
the Athy and Castlecomer road. 

On the contmry, I have heard them say it was a fairer mode ot 
keeping up a line. ^ ■, e ^ ^ t 

I believe there has been au improvement in trade of the towns ot 
Athy and also of Castlecomer, since that very alteration took place. 

I cannot directly say whether the interjacent villages have improved 
by it — very likely they have; but I am convinced that Athy and 
Castlecomer have improved. 

I think the public carriers have improved by it. 

The coal carriers themselves liave told me that they were unwilling 
to come with tiicir coals to Carlow, iu consequence of the tolls. 

I think the trade and commerce of the town of Oarloiy would be con- 
siderably improved by the .abolition of the turnpike. 

This is a very prevalent opinion amongst the triidcr.s of Carlow, 
insomuch that it was in their contemplation, some year or two ago, to 
call a meeting, for the pui|)oso of seeing how fur, by petition or other- 
wise, it might be remedied. 

1 am a large cess-payer at present, in the barony of Slievemaraga, 
aud have been so for six or seven years back — and I have an oppor- 
tunity of knowing the feelings and opinions of my fellow cess-paycis. 

I heard different opinions amongst them about abolition. 

I have a manufactory of bricks on that line, about two Englis i 
miles from this town ; the turnpike is between this and my factory. 
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The trustees allow a composition to be entered into by all persons, 
except coal carriers. 

i paid 10s., aboirt four years ago, for one year j next year, £1 j the Mr, M. Byrae. 
next year, when Mr. Wilson became treasurer, I paid £3, and so up to 
the present. 

When I paid 10s , I inade 300,000 of brichs, and the same comple- 
ment until last year, when I only made 100,000. 

Tlie opinion in Carlow against tolls is universal — not partial ) I 
think the population of Carlow, taking in Graigue, may be about 

The printed accounts handed me, marked Schedules E 1, E 2, E 3, 1 
never.saw before j and, although they are printed, I never before knew 
or heard that such things existed. 



Mr. Thomas Hughs, Carlow, sworn. 

1 bad been in trade in Carlow, but I now live outside the town, 

I pay no cess in the Queen’s County, but I do elsewhere j nor have 
I been on the road in question more than once in. my life. 

I hold four debentures of £25 Irish each^ whichl bought about five 
years ago from the house of Vance and Beere, in Dublin. ^ 

I gave £10 tor the four debentures at that time, and have received 
interest since. 

The last interest I got from the treasurer was about a year ago. 

I then got £5 lOs. 9cf.-. and I always got the same interest mnce I 

bought them. r t- t 

I have not heard opinions as to the benefit, or otherwise, of abohsb- 
ing tolls, nor have I formed any opinion myself about tbe matter. 



Major Alexander St. Leger McMahon, Hollyuiouut, sworn. 

I am a trustee of this road, and hold four debentures ; I did not ptfr- 
chase them : they came to me thi‘ougb the family. 

I never knew any of them in the market, except what I have now 
heard from Mr. Hughes, and I am very much surprised at the small 

amount paid for them. r. ^ u 

My residence and land is in the barony of Slievmaraga, which xfrould 
be the district solely affected by throwing the maintenance of the road 

upon the Gmnd Jury presentments. i. i •* u 

I cannot say I have given very much of my attention to what would 
be the effect of abolishing tolls, but I know I pay a vei;y heavy 
cess in that barony ; perhaps, next to Mr Cooper, I am ^he largest 
cese-payer in the barony, and 1 should certainly not wish to see that 
cess increased. 

Captain James Fitzmaurice, J P-, Old Derrig, sword. 

I am now working a colliery on my own estate, at Ardateagle, in the 

barony of Slievemaraga, in the Queen’s County. , 

I do not think it would benefit the country to abolish the toll on the 
road ; tbe only party it would benefit would be the earners and the 

consumers of the coals in the towns. i + i, tUo 

I do not think it would increase the trade m coals to benefit tbe 

co'nsumers by abolishing tolls. 

I have not heard any opinion, one way or other, abour the effect of 

tlie tolls or of their abolition. , , , t 

I am a trnatee of this trust, and generally attended the meetings ; I 



M^oz A. Si. L. 



Capf. J. Piti- 
maui'ice, J.P. 
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April 4, hold no debentures, and I know nothing, one way or the other, of their 
1856. marketable value. 

CaptiTpitz- I think, that if the road were thrown on the barony, it would not 
maurice, j.p. be kept ill such condition, nor be done so cheaply 



Mr. E; Flood; Mr. Edward Flood, Graigue, sworn. 

I am a maltster, spirit dealer, and grocer, in Oarlow Gi*aigue, and I 
know the line from Carlow to Castlecomer. It is in very o-ood condi- 
tion at pi’esent. 

I think it would be a great benefit to the town to abolish the toll on 
that road. 

I know of boatmen taking their boats empty from tliis to Athy, and 
then purchasing coal there, to take to Dublin, in consequence of the 
toll on this road keeping the carriers back from coming here. 

These boats come here with, perhaps, turf from Kildare, and in goino- 
back they go empty to Atliy. ® 

The coal brought to Athyj is carried overland from the colliery to 
Athy, much farther than if it was brought to Carlow. 

If there were no tolls payable on the Oarlow line, the carriers that 
go to Athy would prefer coming to Oarlow. That is my opinion, and 
I have heard the carriers themselves admit it, and I think we lose those 
men by the tolls. 

I know myself, that since the abolition of the tolls on tlie Athy line, 
the coal trade has diminished in Oarlow, and it has increased in Athy, 
and it is too important a trade to let slip from us. 

. I speak for myself, and for all the people of Carlow, that the feeling 
is most strong here in favour of the entire abolition of turnpike tolls. 

There are none in any of the neighbouring counties ; and why should 
we be made an exception ? 

t do not know any one in favour of the tolls except people in- 
terested. r r r 

I pay cess myself in the barony of Slievemaraga, and am valued at 
about £36 per year, and would have no obj'eotion to have my county 
cess increased, by abolishing tlietoll on the road, Jtnd opening our town 
once more to its fair chance of trade. 



W. Cooper, Esq. William Cooper, Dsq., re-examined. 

I find by reference to the county book, that the number of perches 
ot road already thrown upon the barony of Slievemaraga for mainte- 
nance and repair of the late tm-npike road from Athy to Castlecomer 
IS 1,710 perches. That road costs about 3s. to 3s. 6tf. to keep it in 
passable repair. * 

I also find that a sum of £123 Ss. was granted at Lent Assises for 
one half-year, and that did not keep it in anything like proper condition. 

Amnchlargerpresentment — I forget how much — wasgranted durine 
the last assizes. ® 



The valuation of the barony is by Griffith’s valuation £2i 736 19s 
and I find by reference, that a levy of a sum of £100 comes to Id. in 
the pound on that sum. 

The line from Carlow to Oastleeomer. being nine and a-quarter miles 
ilnglisb, would throw 2,960 additional perches on the barony of Slieve- 
maraga. 

This, at 3s. per perch per annum, would come to upwards of £400, 
winch would increase the yearly charge on our barony of upwards of 
4d. m the pound. ^ 
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SCHBDTJLB A 1. 



Absthact Aoooust -Showing the Total Receipts an.l Expenditure of all sums lened by tl.e Trustees of the Turnpike Wa leading 
ToS oirTown of Diiud® Ik, in tke county of Loutb, to tbe 'Howns of Castleblaney and Camckmaoross m tie wunty of Monaghan, 
under and by rirtue of the Acts 11th Qeo. 4tli, aud 11th 12th Victoria, for the year ending 8th of January, 1856. 

I jOwiursejncnf*. 



J?«efpfs 

1855. , . 

January 9th, To balance in Treasurer’s hands this day, . 

1856. „ 

January 8th, „ Cash received from ths Tenants of 

the Tolls, being Twelve Motilha’ 
rent to the 10th January, 1856, 
Income Ta.x allowed by the Creditors 

on pajanent of Interest, 



Inddcntel Expenses, 
Repairs of Roads, 
Income Tax IJ year to 
September, 1855, 
Balance in Treasurer's 



I certify that the foregoing is 

William Chaw,btos. Cbainiiau. 

14th January, 18.50. 



rvect Abstract of the Accounts of the Trnstees of tbe above Roads, for the year ending 8tU Jannary, 1866. 



J. H. Ranbok, Secretary. 



Dated this 8th daj of Jannary, 1856. 



rAXBS JoYCB, Auditor. 



SCHEDULE A 2. 

Sdms due hv the Trustees of the Dundalk, CastlebUney, aud Cnrrickmacross Turnpike Roads, for wbieh assignments of the toUs liave boon given, at 

•' nregentbearingSveperccnt.intorest: — 



Alox. RKekleton, Es<j.,- 

BarlofRuden, 

LoidBlaiicy, 

28th February, 1656. 



Mariiuesa of Bath, 
Executors James Jobnstoi 
Mrs; Gillichan, 



250 0 0 S Total, 2,55( 
250 0 0 } 

J. H. Ramsob, Secretary. 
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SCHEDULE A S: 



AssneiOT of Bxpehditdre in the Cooatj of Looth in the Years 1834, 184+, and 1854-. 



Descripties of Work. 






U34 






1344. 






1854. 


Seeds under contract ibr repairs,, inchiding 
videnine. fencine. draining. fUlinpr fnpo^ onrl 


«■ 




, 


£ ». rf. 


»■ 




'■ 


£ t. d. 


«■ 


'■ 


'■ 


£ a. d. 


m.'diing Ibotpatbe, 


104 


- 


19 


8,811 19 0 






34 




6. 


2 


2 


185 6 5 


Koa 's under contract for mamtenance, 


63 


4 


1 


sao 5 9 


394 


0 


S4J 


3,315 12 1 


400 


2 


37 


4,550 2 7 


Kew roads, 


- 




- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


1. 


- 


- 


109 6 8 


Lowering hills and filling hollows, . . . 






- 




- 


- 




43 2 2 


- 


- 




154 0 0 


Bridges, gullets, and road-boiliiings, . . . 


- 


- 


- 


eo 0 1 








- 


- 


- 


- 


410 I 0 


Salary and allowance of surveyor and assistants. 


- 


- 


- 


420 0 0 








465 0 a 


- 




- 


490 0 0 


Totals, . . . 


167 




20 


4,662 5 7 


4TI 


3 


28^ 


6,702 S 0 


406 




39 


5,849 16 8 



Average cost, j»r perch, in 1834, Is. 7d-x in 1844, 9J(i. ; and in 1854, 8|rf. The highest rate, per perch, paid for maintenance, 8s., 
for about one mile ; the nexti 7s., for oboul one mile ; the nest, 3s. 6d., tor about two and a-half miles ; the nost, 3s. : and the next 
2a. 6d 

JoHH Netillb, Connty Sorveyor. 
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SCHEDULE A L 



SCHCDUIS A 4. 



Mileage. 


Amount. 


M. 


p. ■?. 


£ 


s. 


d. 


325 


5 12 


3,526 


6 


5 


35 


6 32 


698 


0 


2 


38 


6 10 


1,584 


2 


b 


0 


0 244- 


80 


0 


0 






212 


3 


4 


0 


4 16 


2,5 


0 


0 






125 


0 


0 







900 


9 


6 




_ 


34 


5 


0 




— 


490 


0 


0 


400 


7 144 


7,675 


6 


5 






. 492 


17 


11 






. 7,182 


8 


6 



10 | 



PoBTjoK of CoOTY Surveyob’s Re.port to the Grand Jury of the 
County of Louthj Lent Assizes, 1856. 

L)oscription of Works. 

"VVorks of maintenance of more than one year 

contract, 

Works of repairs or contracts for one year 
and under, 

Post roads, 

NeAv roatis, 

Instalments for ditto, 

Footpaths, . 

Lowering hills, 

Jload buildings, . 

Sudden damages, 

•County Surveyor and Assistants, 

Presented, 

llepresented in aid of Cess, 

Amount levied for works. 

Average cost, per perch, for roads under repair and maintenance. 

As might have been expected, from the increased value of labour, 
this expenditure exceeds that in any previous year since 1849, wdA 

the exception of 1850, in which it was £7,896 2«. 2d I” ^ ^ 
however, there were 403 miles of roads under repair and maintenance, 
while in the past year there were only 401 miles. In order to com- 
pare the amouiU of mileage and rates in past years immediate y piev.ous 
1^, the commencement oflhe present system » 1«34 with hose 
it, I have abstracted the following particnlars from the connty hoohe. 
In 1832 the number of miles under repairs and mainteiiance was U-, 
La the average cost, per perch, Is. 6*d ; in 1833 
1S8 miles, and Is. 2Jd ; in 1834, 168 miles, and U < f; ; lS4\4i 1 mile 
and Oiif ■ in 1854, 4U6 miles, S|d ; ami ISoa, 401 miles, and IWcf. 
The hicrease of rate within the past year was 2d. per 
one-fifth over the rate of the previous year ; f f 

not been vigorous and unceasing, the increase would 
considerably <>reater. The very considerable increase in the mileage 
under rep^ maintenanc/ since 1834 was a natura 009 Sequenc 6 
fronrthe Increasing intercourse and interchange through the county 
as we 1 L Zm the"yearly increase of exports and imports f™” 
tlm thi enlarge towiis along its coast. The increase of rate w.thm the 

Zst yZvwTalao a natiivfl consequence of tbe greater value of labour 

the total expenditure would have been much greater pu this 
account but that a reduction was made in the quantity of inateri , 
to balance, m some degree, the increase m price. 
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SCHEDULE A 5. 




An Absteaot of the Ddhdalk and Uonlebr Tiienpike Account, for the year ending 31st December, 1854. 



To Workmen’s Wages, • . . . 

„ Materials for Repairs, . . ! ! 

„ Salaries for Surveyor, Treasurer, and Clerk, for 

fiffoen months to 12th N’ovember, . 

„ Tneidentals, .... 

., Rents, 

„ Balance, 



Huoh M. Eowi, Treasurer. 

The average eipendltnre on twelve miles of road contained in the above trust, was about £8 5s. per mile in the year. The balance 
shown above was not available for repairs until the end of the year, and it was not expended till the next. The incidental and other 
eipenMs are to those on the repairs simply as 84 to 99, nearly ! Tlie expenditure required for sufficient repairs would not exceed, on the 
valuation of the baronies through which it passes, per pound sterling. 

John Neville, Surveyor to the Trustees. 
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SCHEDULE A 6. 



An Abstbact of the DoKDALE and Dosleeb Thshpikb Accotixi, for tlie year ending 31st December, 1855. 



£ t. d. 

To Workmen’s Wages, . • ■ . 72 IS 1 

„ Materials for Repairs of Boad, - ■ • H 7 7 

If Salaries for Surveyor Treasurer, and Clerk, one year, 50 0 0 
„ Incidentals, . . . • • . 12 12 10 

„ Rents, . . . . • • S 0 0 

„ Balance, . . - • • . 65 16 0 



£2-20 11 



6 



By Balance, its per last neeount, 

,, Nine months' Rent of Lurgan Green Gate, up to 
6tU October, at £10 8s. id- per month, . 

„ Nina months' Rent of Rassan Gate, up to 6th 
October, at £3 16s. 8d. per month, 

Four months’ Rent of Lurgan Green Gate from 6th 
October, at£ll per month, 

„ Four months’ Rent of Rassan Gate, from 6th 
October, at £4 V6s. 6d. per month. 



£ s. d. 
28 19 10 

93 15 0 
34 10 0 
44 0 0 



19 0 
£220 11 






e 

r 



Httoh M. Rowe, Treaanrer. 



Tho averago expenditure on repirs during tho above year was £7 5s. per niile, nearly. The balance of £65 16s. was not avaiiabio 
until the of tie year, and it has been since nearly expnded in repairs. The expenditure on repire was to that on salaries and 
inCidontsds as 87 to OS, nearly. An expenditure of £100 would amount to ’42211 on Ardee barony, t 
■866rf. on Louth barony, to -SlSd. on Upper Dundalk barony, and to l lSrf. per pound steilmg o 

baronv These are tbe only boronies through whioh Tutnpiko Roods. now pass in Louth. , m , 

oaiony. j b -r r John Nbville, Surveyor to the Tmatece. 
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Ajt AoctfOm of the REOEms and Risddbskjiehts of the Trustees of the Turopite Road from Dundalh, in the county of l»uth, to Ban- 
bridge, in the county of Down, bo far as relates to the Sonthem Division of said Road, agreeably to the Act 5th and 6th Victoria. 



to tbo Stii Ai^nfit, 182 
Philip SkolOm.Bsq., SurocTor, 
Hr. Alexander Shefcleton, f rsa 



the period '&om the SOth Jane, 1854, to th> 
30th Jane, 1855. ^esa Stamp Reeaipte, 4d 



I October 3, J^ee lor audilin^b^account, 

from let OcCobor, 1853, to 1st Oct., 1854, 



I October 3, Philip Shelton, Kao., for R< 
1855, John .M'Alester, 

I April 3, Philip Skelton, £sq.. 



Ausuct 8, Ralahce ut bnndt, . . 81 

KB. AiBX. SasaLBroN, Treasurer. 

Ertamined and found correct, 

JiMES JorCE, Auditor. 

September 28tb, 1866. 

Approved and ordered to be printed, 2nd of October, 1855. 
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In 1861, 
„ 1852, 
„ 1853, 
„ 1854, 



SCHEDULE A 8. 

Newey and Banbeidqe Teust. 



£ s. d. 
631 15 10 
583 19 0 
480 10 0 
448 0 11 

£•2,144 5 9 



EXPENDITURE. 



In 1851, 
„ 1852, 
M 1853, 
„ 1854, 



£ s. 
513 4 
479 2 
446 2 
574 13 



Schedule A 8. 



£2,013 4 0 



£536 I 5 ' 

Arernge of the 4 years, £503 6s.; or for U miles, £35 19s. pormile. 
Newry March, 15, 1S56. Wii, B. QLEirsY, Treasurer. 



SCHEDULE B 1. 

T.uknpikb Road ekom Basbuidoe to Bblpast — Isi Dwrsioa. 

Years. Cost of llepaira. 

£ s. d. 



Schedule Bl. 



£ 

8,639 



2,084 7 



2,032 



14)7,755 13 
14{) 553 18 



37 11 
5 0 



1841, 


5-20 0 0 




1842, 


493 1 




1843, 


. 543 3 11 




1844, 


535 12 IH 




1845, 


5.58 4 7 




1846, 


9o9 0 10 




6 


6)3,639 3 10 






14i) 606 10 8 average per year. ^ 


s, d. 




41 2 4 average p. mile p. year 4 1 


2 4 




add staff 5 


0 0 




46 


2 4 


1847, 


683 19 OJ 




1.S48, 


600 17 8 




1649, 


. 439 15 8 




1850, 


359 14 lOJ 




3 


4)2,084 7 3 






14 j) 521 1 10 average per year. 






35 6 8 average p. mile p. year 35 


6 8 




add staff 5 


0 0 




40 


6 8 


1851, 


. 641 19 9 




1852, 


649 8 6 




1853, 


301 15 6 




1854, 


438 18 2 




14 


4)2,032 1 lU 




0 


14|) 508 0 6 average per year. 




6 


34 11 0 average p. mile p. year 34 

add staff 5 


11 0 
0 0 


0 add staff. 


11 0 



42 n 1 
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Turnpike hiquiry, Ireland. 

Schedule B 1. Tbe boundary line of Upper and Lower Iveagh crosses the road at 

about exactly oue Irish mile from the centre arch of the bridge over the 

Bann, in the town of Banbridge, at which last-named point the Turnpike 
Trust (1st Division) commences. The remainder of the division, and 
which is altogether within the Barony of Lower Iveagh, (upper and 
lower halves) extends to the northermost boundary of the lands of 
Maghrygariy, and comprises 4,310 perches, or in round numbers 13^. 
statute miles, viz. : within the lower half Barony of Lower Iveagh 
2,706 perches, and the upper half Barony 1,604 perches. 

The average cost of repairs per statute mile per annum, including sala- 
ries, as appears by a statement, for the last 14 years, is £42 lis. Id ,or a 
tohil annual cost of £627 12s. at an average ratio for the whole line of 
2s. 8d. per statute perch, and which may be put down as follows, viz. : — 

£ s. d. 

Fpr 410 perches within the Barony of Upper Iveagh, at 3s. 

per perch, 72 3 4 

„ 2,706 perches witliin the lower half Barony of Lowei’ 

Iveagh, at Is. Il|d. per perch, . . . 264 19 3 

„ 1,604 pei'ches within the upper half Barony of Lower 

Iveagh, at 3s. 7jd. per perch, .... 291 0 0, 

4,720 62S 2 7 

1,062 including footpaths. 

The cost of keeping the line of road in repair under the county 
presentment system, would, it is stated, average at 4s. per perch, or one- 
half greater than the ratio before mentioned. The following result may 
consequeutly be arrived at : — 



Portion of Road. 

1 


ATerage annual 
cost under tbe pre-| 
sentTurnpiko Trust 


Average annual cost 
. under the County 
^presentment system. 


For 410 perches within the Barony of 
Upper Iveagh, 


£ s. d. 


£ s. ,l 


72 3 4addi 


108 2 0 


„ 2,706 perches within the lower half 






Barony of Lower Iveagh, 


264 1 9 3 do. 


397 8 a 


„ 1,604 perches within the upper half 
Barony of Lower Iveagh, 




291 0 (.1 do. 


436 10 0 




628 2 7 


942 3 11 



N.B. — It is right to mention that beside the salaries of staff, the 
cost of gravelling and keeping in order the footpaths and water tables 
along the whole line, is included iu the above-mentioned actual ex- 
penditure under the Turnpike Trust. 

The rateable value of lauds, &c., in the Barony of Lower Iveagh lower 
part, (after deducting exemptions), amount to £36,477 7s. 4d., on which 
valuation an annual charge of £397 8s. lid., would occasion an additional 
rate of 2^d. and a fraction per pound ; and, including footpaths, 3Jd. 

The rateable value in the upper part oi Lower Iveagh, (deduotino- 
exemptions) amounts to £42,651 19s. 7d., ou which an annual charge 
of £436 10s. would also occasion an additional rate of 2^d. per pound, 
nearly, including footpaths, 3d. 

Hillsborough, 2nd January, 1856. 

[Handed in by Titzherbert Filgate, Esq., j.s, SeeFoUB of Evidence, 
page 36.] 
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SCHEDULE B 2. 

Tttbhpikb Eoad FROM Bambbidok to Bblpast. — First Dmaos. 

Sbiimabt of the Income and Expenditure of the Turnpike Trust for fourteen years. 





Total Beceipts 
for Tolla iu oooh 
Year. 


Salaries. 


Bent of Toll* 
houses, Ate. 


Contingent 
Kxpennes, 
iuclfliEing re* 
pnirsof 

ToB-bmiscs. 
trogss, and Low 
Espenses, 


Bitpoira of Bood. 


Pennanent Im. 


Total Espenditure 
in each jrcar. 


MatctinlB. 


T^ur. 


IMl 

1842 

1843 

1844 

1845 
I84G 
1847 
1648 

1849 

1850 

1851 

1853 

1854 






£ >. 4. 

1,041 19 0} 

1,077 15 11 

753 9 llj 
965 IS 0 
1.070 7 8J 
797 16 0 
1,040 4 6 

738 3 6 

646 8 Si 
622 1 8 
70S 17 1 1 
591 1 7 
563 7 5 


£ 1. i. 

60 0 0 
30 0 0 
30 0 0 

32 10 0 

87 3 0 

1 91 14 0 

80 0 0 

60 0 0 

81 5 0 

85 0 0 

05 3 7 

1 84 0 0 

1 97 0 0 

97 0 0 


£ 1. 4 

7 8 9 
7 1 1 

4 5 10 

5 5 7 
3 0 5 

5 13 9 

9 13 B 
1 5 0 

7 18 0 

6 10 0 

5 3 0 
1 16 0 


£ f. <t. 

25 9 8 
25 0 11 
34 13 2 

15 19 0 
54 3 7i 
44 13 2 
25 9 10 
27 6 8 
12 5 8 
32 6 4 

16 12 8i 
8 U 1 

11 7 0 

12 9 0 


520 0 0 
493 I 64 
543 3 11 
535 12 11 
558 4 7 
989 0 10 
G63 19 04 
600 17 8 
439 IS 8 
359 14 104 
641 19 94 
649 8 6 
SOI 15 6 
438 18 2 


The expense for labour is included 
in the cost of materials, it being 
difBctilt to distinguish it, the 
Bond being geoerally repaired 


£ 1 . J- 

1,431 1 I 

537 8 94 
92 4 3 
154 4 10 
258 14 n 
44 19 4 
32 0 5 , 
7 15 8 
54 13 104 
18 4 9 
4 10 11 
S3 16 I 
13 0 6 
6 14 3 


£ 1 . i. 

2,043 19 6 
1,092 12 4 
704 7 2 
743 12 44 
961 6 64 
1,176 1 1 

831 2 114 

717 4 7 
595 18 24 
501 17 114 
762 12 0 
780 18 8 
423 19 9 
555 1 5 




11,439 12 4i 


1 1,080 15 7 


69 6 1 


346 to 2 


j 7.756 IS 2 1 — 


2,689 0 8 





LHancled in bj Mr. B. Teague, Ste SoleiofSviclence.p. 28.] 
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SCHBDTJLB B 3. 

Second Division oe Tuenpiks Road from Banbbidoe to Belfast. — (10 Statute Miles.) 

St vteuent of tlio Annual Escbipt and Expeheitdeb for tho following years, ending 1st November. 



- 


..... 




















Telia collected 

Tolls leased, .... 
Tolls from coubes, . 
laeidental recaipla, interest, &e., 

Totsd, . 

ExPEUtortUKU. 

Bepnir of tbe rend, 

Snljuiee i — 

Clerk, ’ ’ 

BuperiutendeDt, 

Toll>oollecton, toUdiousea, gnter, 

&e 

BoDtofofSee, .... 
Ineideatel eipensei, tdvertiring. 
Sk. 

Totol, . 

Mnmiro, potAtoes, ind turf, free. 


£ a. d. 

1,153 6 a 
ai 5 0 


£ i. d. 
1,106 IS 4 
SI S 0 


£ 1. d. 
115 IS 5 
610 0 0 
91 6 0 


£ 1. d. 

1,031 IS 4 
83 2 Si 


£ t. d. 

1,043 6 8 
54 15 0 


£ s. d. 

1,060 a 0 
54 15 0 


£ i. d. 

880 0 0 
54 IS 0 
0 4 0 


£ a. d. 

950 0 0 
45 12 6 


£ a. d. 
890 0 0 
32 7 0 
5 10 0 


£ e. d. 

773 6 8 
32 9 0 
83 3 9 


1,2« 11 8 


1.25? J« 4 


1,146 18 5 


1,103 IS 9.; 


1,098 1 8 


1,114 15 0^ 


934 19 0 


^ W5^12^ 6^ 


!H7 17 0 


888 13 5 


729 0 11 
■283 7 7 

35 0 0 
18 9 4 

2.9 19 5 
10 0 0 

7 S 11 


680 12 S 
270 12 a 

23 0 0 
18 9 4 
SO 0 0 

44 9 5 
18 0 0 

20 2 6 


637 14 9 
280 s e 

25 0 0 
18 9 4 
30 0 0 

127 7 10 
10 0 0 

37 19 9i 


515 6 11 
242 15 6 

25 0 0 
30 0 0 
29 12 10 

10 18 41 


S4.5~5 11 
268 10 9 

26 0 0 
IB 9 4 
so 0 . 0 

22 4 0 
10 0 0 

9 8 8 


5S3 13 10 
378 6 1 

25 0 0 
18 9 4 

so 0 0 

22 2 6 
20 0 0 


£98 13 6 
269 18 0 
•-’.5 0 0 
30 0 0 

4S 17 41 
10 0 O' 

38 14 llj 


471 17 11 
243 11 I 
35 0 0 
16 9 4 
30 0 0 

26 11 01 
to 0 0 

9 10 8 


653 9 5 
219 10 11 

25 0 0 
18 9 4 
80 0 0 

25 0 0 
10 0 0 

20 17 4 


700'”8 61 
267 12 Oj 

25 0 0 

15 9 4 
SO 0 0 

16 IS S 
10 0 0 

0 12 6 


1,127 1 3 


1,116 6 7 


1,156 15 


902 S 101 


928 18 8 


942 19 Ij 


1,014 13 I 


835 0 01 


1,033 7 0 


1,068 15 8 



N.B. — Tbeabuvtf Return L a«lu»ive of Cvo-Uiirds receipt of Ttrans Gale whii-li ispoiil to the J'ruulcee of the First Division. Pi esent sniplus funds, about £3£0. 

[Handed in by Mr. George Crawford Hyudman. See Notee of Evidence, p. 32.] 
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npike Inquiri/, Ireland. 




SCHEDULE B i. 



iBMi of the IHOOKB and Eipekkitubb 01 tne J3E1.K4S1' auu 

for the period between the let day of Jiwuary and the 31st day of December,, m Uie year 1855. 



Income. 

Balance in the Treasurer's hands, brought fonraid, 

Revenue receired from Tolls, _ 

Revenue from Intadenial BeceiptSy . 



£ 

5'J 

e:o 

2 



». d. 
2 3 
13 9 
10 0 



£732 4 n 



ExPEimiToaB. 

Manual I.nboiiri • - • • ' 

SlatcriaU from Surface Repairs, (delivered on the 

Rond,) 

Salaries, Clert, . • • ■ • 

„ Surveyor, . . • • ■ 

Incidental Expenses, . • • : 

Balance in tieTrea3orer'Bhan<to,31st December, 1855, 



£ ». d. 

191 13 6 

409 1 1 

20 0 0 
30 0 0 
12 7 5 
69 2 11 

£732 4 11 



Due for Materials, 
„ Salaries, 



£20 8 10 
16 13 4 



£43 2 2 

Distance over which snob Road Trust extenile, 9} statute miles. 



Belfast, 7th Marofa, 1856. 



WiLLiAK Simms, Clerh to the Trustees. 
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110 Turnpike Inquiry, Ireland. 

SCHEDULE B 5 and B G. 

List of Compositions on the Road to Antrim and Copeland Water, 
commencing 10th March, 1856. 



Antrim ; 

Charles Langtry, .... 
William Chame, .... 
Thomas Bigger, . , . . 

James Ilai'pei*, . . . . . 

James Ciirapbell, . . . . 

Rev. G-. W. Me D. Johnston, . 
Valentine Whitia, . . . . 

A. J. Macrory, (private driving only) 
Robert Greenluil, .... 
Sir W. J. Johnston, .... 
Archer and Sons, .... 
Luice Williamson, .... 
Rev. George Smith, .... 
Dr. Nixon, . . . . ; 

William Sloane, .... 

John Houston, 

"White, Brothers, .... 
Joseph Templeton, . . . . 

S. G. Fenton, (private driving only) . 
Fenton, Son, and Co., 



Copeland Water: 

Clements Bell, 

Robert Grimshaw, .... 
James Grimshaw and Son, 

Edwai-d Cocy, 

John Grattan, (private driving only) . 
PLichard Davison, .... 
Joseph Bigger, ..... 
John Cimningham, .... 

John Me Neile, jun 

Rev. R. W. Bland, (on account of tem- 
porary absence) 

John Thomson, .... 
Mrs. Cunningham, .... 
Dr. Micban, ..... 
David Granger, .... 
J ohn Me Neale, (Parkmount) . 
Samuel Gelston, .... 
Robert Walker, .... 
Edward J. Smith, .... 
James Torrens, .... 
Charles Lanyon, (private driving only) 

John Finlay, 

Charles Duffin, 

William Gray and Sou, 



Total on Trust 



Eato for 1B55. 


Eato 

rcQomnuMtdcd 
by Coilcelors 
for ISAO. 


Elite 

fisced by ths 
Tru:3tees for 
185C, 


£ 


s. 


d. 


£ 


s. 


d. 


£ 


s. 


d. 


2 


0 


0 


2 


0 


0 


' 2 


0 


0 


15 


0 


0 


15 


0 


0 


15 


0 


0 


2 


10 


0 


2 


10 


0 


2 


10 


0 


3 


0 


0 


3 


0 


0 


2 


10 


0 


2 


10 


0 


2 


10 


0 


2 


10 


0 


4 


0 


0 


4 


0 


0 


4 


0 


0 


4 


0 


0 


4 


0 


0 


4 


0 


0 


1 


1 


0 


1 


I 


0 


I 


1 


0 


2 


10 


0 


2 


10 


0 


2 


0 


0 


1 


1 


0 


1 


1 


0 


2 


2 


0 


8 


0 


0 


8 


0 


0 


8 


0 


0 


1 


0 


0 


I 


0 


0 


1 


0 


0 


1 


10 


0 


1 


10 


0 


1 


10 


0 


1 


10 


0 


1 


10 


0 


1 


10 


0 


7 


0 


0 


7 


0 


0 


7 


0 


0 


2 


10 


0 


2 


0 


0 


2 


0 


0 


15 


0 


0 


15 


0 


0 


15 


0 


0 


2 


0 


0 


2 


0 


0 


2 


0 


0 


1 


1 


0 


1 


1 


0 


1 


1 


0 


10 


0 


0 


10 


0 


0 


10 


0 


0 














86 


14 


0 


4 


0 


0 


4 


0 


0 


4 


0 


0 


3 


10 


0 


3 


10 


0 


3 


10 


0 


6 


0 


0 


6 


0 


0 


6 


0 


0 


5 


0 


0 









4 


0 


0 


1 


1 


0 


I 


1 


0 


1 


1 


0 


4 


0 


0 


4 


0 


0 


4 


0 


0 


2 


10 


0 


2 


0 


0 


2 


0 


0 


5 


0 


0 


4 


0 


0 


4 


0 


0 


4 


0 


0 


4 


0 


0 


4 


0 


0 


4 


0 


0 


4 


0 


0 


3 


0 


0 


2 


0 


0 


2 


0 


0 


2 


0 


0 


4 


0 


0 


4 


0 


0 


4 


0 


0 


1 


5 


0 


1 


5 


0 


1 


5 


0 


4 


0 


0 


4 


0 


0 


4 


0 


0 


2 


0 


0 


2 


0 


0 


2 


0 


0 


3 


0 


0 


4 


0 


0 


4 


0 


0 


4 


0 


0 


4 


0 


0 


4 


0 


0 


2 


0 


0 


2 


0 


0 


2 


0 


0 


3 


0 


0 


4 


0 


0 


4 


0 


0 


1 


1 


0 


1 


1 


0 


1 


1 


0 


4 


0 


0 


4 


0 


0 


4 


0 


0 




— 




: 4 


0 


0 


3 


0 


0 


8 


10 


0 


1 ^ 


10 


0 


8 


10 


0 














79 


7 


0 














166 


1 


0 



GEORaE C. Hynbman, Clerk of Trust. 
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Turnpike Inquiry, Ireland. 



Schedule B 8. 



SCHEDULE B 8. 

Turnpike Tolls. (From The Northern Whig of Tuesday, 
February 22, 1853.) 

On Friday, the 18tli Inst., a deputation from the Cess-payers’ Reform 
Committee, consisting of Messrs. L. Clarke, J. Patterson, m.d., Wm., 
Mullen, Edward Tucker, John Sinclair, Robert Liudsay, Joseph Waugh 
Bernard Hughes, and Arthur Hill Thornton, had an interview with the 
Trustees of the Belfast and Antrim and Belfast and Copeland Water 
Roads, for the purpose of remonstrating with them on the impropriety 
of setting the tolls for a longer period than they were by law entitled 
to do, viz , to the 31st of July next, and also for the purpose of 
inducing them not to seek for another renewal of their Act, but, 
on the contrary, to join the cess-payers in their efforts to get rid of 
the turnpike system altogether. The interview was protracted and 
interesting. 

Mr. Ledlie Clarke stated the objects of the deputation, and briefly 
urged upon tbe trustees the impropriety of setting- the tolls for a 
longer period than the 31st of July next, the time at which their Act 
would expire, and also hoped that they would be no parties to another 
renewal of their Act, as the collection of the tolls on those roads was 
a great loss to cess-payers, and a grievous annoyance. 

Mr. Mullen said he did not come to impute improper or dis- 
honourable motives to the trustees, but to express the views of 
tbe vast body he came to represent. Tbe people felt that tolls were 
partial, and therefore unjust. They regarded them as a species of 
double taxation, and double expenditure. When this trust was first 
originated, the strongest opposition was given to its constitution, 
and it was only by a breach of faith that the Bill was carried. A 
public meeting in Belfast had at that time condemned the object sought 
for ; and, immediately after, a county meeting, called by the Marquess 
of Donegal as Gustos Rotulonm for the county, was unanimous in its 
condemnation. The trustees would admit that it was not to serve 
their own private purposes they were constituted, and they would, 
therefore, see the propriety of yielding to the wish of the public in 
resigning the trust to the management of the Grand Jury. The cess- 
payers were the parties taxed by the system; and however it might 
have borne on parties out of tbe reach of taxation some time ago, that 
was not now the case. The Ballymena Railway had interfered in the 
traffic on this line of road very much, and particularly with that from 
a distance. In 1846 the tolls sold for £3,700, and last year the same 
line sold for £1,920 only. Tbe distaut traffic was principally fiax. and 
that was paid for by the Belfast buyers. The tax must be considered 
as borne by the cess-payers principally, and as a twofold tax it is ex- 
ceedingly objectionable. There had been a solemn compact entered 
into last year in London, that this Act should not be sought to be 
renewed without giving the cess-payers timely and sufficient notice of 
the intention. 

Mr. R. Lindsay said one principal object of the deputation was, if 
possible, to persuade the trustees to join with the cess-payers in ami- 
cably abolishing the trust. He objected to the tolls being sold for a 
longer period than the 31st July, as, last year, the deputation in London 
were met by the plea that, owing to the tolls having been let for a 
year, the trust could not be conveniently wound up ; and, if now again 
relet, the cess-payers might again be met with a similar plea, in order 
to overcome their further opposition. Mr. Lindsay also alluded to 
the understanding in Lond(»n that the trustees sliould not seek a 
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,e.ewol 

and trusted that a>'ainst the toll system, particularly 

to argue, with f “f ! were the same parties, 

in cases where the tnll-p- y . 1 . , , , j ^ those wiads since the opening 

as was the ease with ? he could obtain, 

of the Ballymena Railway, l io turnpiUe vetnnis, he had no 

onaccountofthedefcctive state of 

doubt that fully one f J* n^etiog tile payment of overseers, 

,.as wasted m the oxpe es of ^collect S- ■ j,,i py allowing 

r rSto'^attiTed to by the county surveyor and his assistants. 

already ill the 1“?;' *\XoS and showed thelnjurythat turninkes 
Mr. Bekhabu Hughes tol ^ prevented from 

inflicted upon business. 1“ ^ ^..d applied to him for a supply. 

c?w ~rs; — V 4,r* *“ “ “ 

roads without paying a tPe Grand Jury had resolved to 

Mr. A. H. ‘ the utmost alarm peivaded 

apX for an Act to subject the that Sir Stephen 

tL community, the first ^ meeting of the inhabitants of 

May, the then Sovereign convened ^ « the 1 3th November 

Belfast, which was held ^ j ^ ,^ith the understanding 

1827 This meeting was should convene a county 

imt iord Donegal, - 

meeting, which was held ™ „pi„ion of this nieeting 

ing resolutions W'ere passed . p-rliament is unnecessary a^nd mex- 

thlt the intended application C applying, on behalf of tins 

pedient.” “ «'7'Xlnt r" Tad 

county, for an Act tpe intended new line of road 

from ’Belfast to unnecessary and inexpedient That we 

from Belfast to Antrim, is unneoess y , j tpg assessing of 

con ide it an unfit time to P^Plf ™ Grand Jury laws, 

to county, as -Xt^ofieg « « 

have become a suli)ect oi hiegisiar t jj f Commons ihat 

consideration »f l^XSer pro-^ Jl\^e 

we are of opmioh that L /gPoMd be abandoned ; and that the 

intended application to Xame t '’X'lct ” 

Oonimissionera appointed by tbe uia ^ proposed Act. 

quested to stay all further S P , with one or two excep- 

TiYOceeded witli, and ati . ^,,p«-ed three times, without ever 

which they proceeded to g^ •■''C 'Pliornton then gave a 

rnce de^ngto'X* the W^tL ^ver^ deputation last 
detailed account of the P™“Xdbeen made on tliat occasion with the 
year, and said an ^™ngemXad been ^ deputation-tl.e trustees. 
LdWiduals who >^cfffX^n\Turv and trustees theu m Loiidmi- 
several members of *''®Xc lnutation withdrawing their opposition 
“ that in consideration of the depn^taon w 
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ment, and also a Parliameiuai'y retm-.i of tl,a W ‘ “'g‘<>al agree- 

Of the l™l. turnpike trust. Jn^vlt” "ho ie : “Li" 
appear, and tl.eu stated that, as far as he could k-.™ L , , 

to the proper quarter on the suhjeet, tliey liL filled ak 

A long list of prirate agreements with momhers of the i i 
otLera coinpouudinff for eeitotn cnmo 4 n r i-a.t * tiie iJoaid and 
been read, Mr. ThoiZm T.T ° . ‘l>“egnlar tolls, having 

some discussion, the Chairman ? “’1% which, after 

ing ■ but some members' of the Board 'til bis oblain- 

con4ded to. “ ‘be application was not 

the application of the deputation ° iinswer to 

appointed™the pIddkLwn rnSL'’ fr™' ‘be Committee 

4, the Otirinsta??, Ld ZSg ^^'<^dnes- 
fest, understanding, by your inibli/advt'I"'^ mhabitants of Bel- 
to sell, for the term 7ono ^'eir tfo tS'k T‘’ “’f ■^out 

respectfully, to protest agaiusi the sale L sai^/toirf 
than that which the law in exiatm™ nil i.* ■ "■ b™g» ‘“'i" 

aist of July next, .and for tb'e f„h ■ anthonzes— namely, to the 
trustees do not possess the le.nl rkht”f ■— ‘s‘. Because the 

period. 2nd. Bc!cau.se tim c n'Se?® , “ lo«ger 

principal reason for with.lniwiLtheLiLiitk “ 

renewal of the Aetlastyear, and wL tL ma f ec.ss-payers to the 

putatimi ofees.s-payers then in London n . the de- 

3rd. Because a solemn commef wn=’ ,™'’'!°'.'‘ ‘''®‘yeartQ the renewal. 
thememhersfortbeconntLthen'ieinw'f ‘I’/”!,'” ^‘‘’“<‘'’ 1 . between 

for Lisburn, some of the trustees that w the borough, the member 

tiemen whi expressed SeW ‘ To' d ‘b= g«'- 

on the one part, and the deputation fron ‘be trustees 

part-wherLy it was amnLTtLf no f !i oe ‘ho other 

made for a renewal of Ihis^Atd witho.,f“'‘ should be 
notice to tbe cess-p.ayera of such intention ®4th^w“" ^ sufficient 
further renewal of this Act, because under ^ P™‘.est against a 

of the county, its continuance would bfLtoLS'wJI 
unnecessary loss to the ees« ? '‘“ended with a heai-y and 

Ballymena^Railway, laveTeeoTaW^^ ”P™“g ‘be 

pay the tell. 5thf We alsrpLLrroLT P"‘“^ '^bo 

turnpike, because tbe expense ino^rred^n^ll ^'‘ ‘bie 

is a total loss to tbe oess-payers and which ™^°e,gement 

to nearly as much as aLIalT^ 

those roads. 6th. Wk further orL i. “P“ ‘be repair of 

(or their officers) have! iuL toCm ’tl to‘"pibe tr^ustees 

expenditure to the Government, whioh^Le hw 
finally protest against the continuaLe !f this f . requires. 7th. Wo 
‘be umversal desire of the eess-pa7“ ,L ‘t 
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Schedules. 

„ „i.. i S" SS™ ^ * " 

s"riLis 

“Jas. Patekson, M.n. 

“ Wm. MdL!.EE. 

“ EdwaeE Teckee. 

“ RoBEET LtSDSAT. 

“ Joseph Waegh- 

“ Beeksed Hughes. „ 

..AetbbbHili-Thomtos. 

Tie tolls, on bclns pnt up to auction, fetel.e.1 £1,990. 



SCHEDTJI^B B 9. 



SviiEm’Li: B 9. 



h-p'pa.t Britain! 

T. 

Tliatpetltionei-savolargecon 

ShoWEth— 11 P?^^jj^j,^l,gi,ialcingandrep „& 

andbarotual oeasle notwitlistanding the Belfast, on tie 

That tBe Act to ^ .1 obtamed about ^ that toll- 

S?:-“;5r.SSf.< A. «“, 

anrotriSvgusB^^^^^^ 

““^‘““wat^^vliolntoaus 

:iSse ^ „„ ,,.30 toads 

Tlat tie levy of ol= » ^ bounty upon ® passengers 

rifii." “ff"A 

Tlat tie been ttiee f™es iene^.__j^ tley ,,eie 

tlat opposition .1.1 

debarred from o e , done. , jo tie farmers of tie 

etlerwise they wonl 1 ^ ^^eat tlm sale of tleir pro- 

Tlat tlese oto ^ i t„ Belfast Bast and otlers to 

adjacent country, forces tie merolants ^ 2 

duce, but, 1“ ■ J 
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ScikdulrBS. the altenia,tive of resortiriir to cmmtrv loivtot • f . 

i'x^onveliionM and expe'ns 

^'““''eexistonco of tumpikos oil iliose nadsis aL^•o■,^ 1 ' i 
to free exercise, <and thereby of much iiimrv +A H i ^midraiice 

0% ITa 10, f ivao applied t'o ^tlie .^/tiditfiroVt,^' 

Hoiionrabie^ Ho,re*\*rexpu™f respectfully pray your 

"Belfast and Copeland Water” and tk,. “ R if . ‘ ' “f the 

And year petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever nrav 

Selpclylil]" Ir. Ale.a,d„.. 



Sraa^EOI. SCHEDULE C 1 . 

Vrewof Outoions to the fdlowing Theme Boaps, by Aethhe 
- ,,, TnoKEiox, Belfast. ^ ™’'® 

Belfast and Aiitrin, and Belfast and Copeland Water Turnpike Trusts 
(twenty SIX miles, £„.di,sh), 1840, 1850, and lSs! ' 

Net .amount arising from tolls, &o., in 1849, . . ] fgg g f 

0- iniS ; ; tm I ? 

?£ t tt thrae 

’ ’ ■ 14 8J 

Grass amoimt of toll levied off die people in ^ 

Ext, a this trast,^ ^ £7fir,3 lU K 

Expended upon materials for surface -±,,063 13 5 

repairs in 1849. 1850, and 1852, £0 oso „ 

Allow one.fifth for lab^m, wbieb is ' 

a mucli more liberal payment tliaii 
IS obtained for similai’ services by 
contractors on other roads of the 
'^“”'5'’ • • . . 451 6 1 

Total maintenance of roads for flireey;^ . £2.707 16 8 

Boat by this system in three years, . . 

iSemg an annual and unnecessary loss of . £i ggi jg j, 

■ These roads might be as well managed by the county surveyor and 
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as^htauts. Ho, in fact l.a. the el.atgc of it at present under tire soue^uC .. 

autliority ami in tl-o pay ‘™^f“t,iecliunaWe circumstances are 

In the case of this trust all ‘ 

concenlratcd. In the of every part of the 

roads contrary to the will expressed at a town 

county, as most strongly ami November, 1827, and 

iiteetiug, oonveiied by the cli ’ i ’i Boiicaxl as Custom of the 

also at a comity ineetrag, ‘ J whi^wore numerously 

County, in Hecemher ot the sau y ‘ ^ of putting turnpikes 

ami respectably attended, “<> f and, finally, a 

on those roads was V ^ 

promise was j tLy pi«ielled, and obtained an Act m 

it would be abamloncd. let P , . , *, y jury proceeded 

1829, which expired 1“ . “P® „Ttheir intebbn to the 

to have it renewed, "'‘•■''"“''f'"' ?mriemeiit entered into with them, 
coss payers, contrary to a i j j „ handed over to the 

In 1M2 the trustees, by order J^„,e road) £760. a 

trustees of another 1 but unjust to the cess-payf"^ 

proceeding whioli was not only l & >_ , „f „ne part of the 

this part Sf the county, being an induect taxin, 

;; rx ! s "— ...1 

ilfast and Ballymena railway, m for £3,700 

In 1846, hefoi'!! the railway was ’ onened, they were 

net, cash, while, in wble in 1851 they 

self-collected, and f still continue to progress down- 

had come down to £1,803 Is. as a tax upon trade, 

wards, In fine, Hm tu'mP'''® J as a bounty upon railways, inas- 
commcrce, and agriculture, ai vp'.ber for the carriage of goods and 
much as it enables them to ch. = | ^ ^are the roads Iree froip 

passengers than they would bp enaWea 

- SCSEDUlEtJ 

SCHEDULE C 2. , 

View of the An«m and ' 

statute nil c ). y expense of .the county at 

This road was made in f ,_[^a county and the baronies 

large, and not at the lomt %;tb the Belfast and Lisburn 

thiough which it runs, “ ™\^’“J,5.bern part of the county. Shortly 
and other inail cuacli roads in nlaced upon it, and a large 

after it was made five ^ . I +|^e auni borrowed for the malcmg 

hahince, which had b«n f at the command of the 

the sunr of 9.= ^ tj^-and Jury mentioned betore. _ 
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ScmedcleC 3. amount realized for tolls, but ver^ little ia left to be anpliod to tlie 
repair cl the road. ^ 



Schedule 0 3. SCHEDULE 0 3. 

View of the Belfast and Gromelin Turnpike Trust (twelve miles 
three furlongs, English), by Arthur Hill Thurnton, Belfast. 



Net amount realized from tolls, &c., in 1849, 1850, 



111 lU-so, lOOU 

and 1851, 

To which add one-fourth for the cost of collectin' 
and the profits of the collector, . . . ' 



• 2,267 5 4 
t 566 16 4 



Total amount levied off the cess-payers, . £2,834 1 8 

Materials purchased for the use of the 
road in three years, . . .£1,070 19 lii 

And one-fifth for spreading and 
taking care of the road, . . 214 3 11^ 

Total sum expended on the road, . .£1,283 3 J? 

This sum appears to be a total loss of . . £1,545 I7~9 

Being an annual loss of . , . . £516 5~TT 

This is au exclusively local road, the traffic upon which is confined 
altogether to the cess-payers of the haronies of Upper Belfast and 
Bower Massareene, through which it passe.s 

Previous to the making of the present line, the old mountain road to 
Antrmi and the old Cromelin were the same for a little more than four 

A ’ m > m'* mountain, some 

parts of It on the Belfast side having a gradient of one foot in six or 
seven feet, yet in spite of these difficnities a great many farmers not 
m the lorahty ol this road, but from the neighbourhood of the new 
Antrim tonpike road managed to find llieir way to the Belfast 
maikets mth their cattle and their farm produce by this route, which 
annoyed the persons interested in the Antrim road. The result was 
that a negotiation took place between them and a few gentlemen who 

Zfll " ™ f "horn it was 

S "'A’' tliemselves to allow tiirn- 

p ves to be erected on this road when opened, the members of tbe 
Grand .Jury, on tbeir part, were to present upwards of £9,000 to make 
the necessary improvements. On these conditions being fulfilled on 
both sides and the turnpikes fully established upon the road, the bond 
which had been taken by the Grand Jury from the gentlemen before 
aUiidea to was given up or cancelled. * 

The road is exclusively of a local character, being used only by the 
cess-payers of the two baronies through which it passes so ttat tbe 
large proportion of the sum that is levied off the cess-i, ay ei’s and whicli 
is spent III payment of collectors, of a surveyor, overseers, printing- 
office, and tolUioiise, witli secretary, to Lord Donegal, for liberty to 
obtain stones for tbe repair of the road;-ali this is an entire oL to tl e 
cess-^yers, from which they would be entirely relieved ^re the 

turnpikes removed, and the roads placed under the care of the comitv 

^ruT^rerall;. of ^ 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




Schedules. 



119 



SCHEDULE C 4. Scheduu; c 4. 

View of the Banbiuboe ami Lisenim Tuksiuke Road, by Aethdb 
Hill Thounton, Beitjibt. 

£ s. d. 

Tl.oPrfao,eutaryvetamfoiU<t51 shows not 622 1 8 

To ivhifh, if one-fourth bo aadocl for cost "’L 

at two uiitos, and two-thud ol the cost ot the tlmd, ^ 

only sChT 3s. 95fZ. for each amounts to . ■ ■ 

The amount of toll levied, . in'* II 10 

Theeostof theivuldfor materials foyuseofroad, 1861, 517 1« 

lb tins mid one-afthfoidabour, which, compared^ 

other roads, will be found to be amply sutlieient, . 103 » '0 

Total expenilitm-o for the use of the road, . 621 11 0 

In addition to what was expended for the bouajde use of the road, 
the following sums were usefully expended, viz. . 

The cost of collecting, which is estimated at the mode_ 

ride sum of one-fourth, tlie net amount of uhich ^ 

tolLs were soltl iit that year, . • • p 

Surveyor, whose services miglit be as well pufoun 
by the- county surveyor and his assistant, 

Secretary’s salary, . • 

Treasurer, • • 

Law co'ts, • * , . ■ js 

Improvements (not explamed), . * • • 20 8 U 

Ovei'charge m the labour account, 



5U 3 
20 0 
25 0 
0 12 
20 4 



10 

0 

0 

9 

Hi 



0 7i 



Cost of the management, . 

The actual expenditure for all purposes this ^ 7fi2 12 0 

oTtaking?hacost^ 8 

Thti net income, 



Excess of expenditure, 



, £140 10 4 



schedule C 5, 

View of the 

sr.‘; Ei £ ti i/i™. 

Ti, .™ p.11 fc •!“ ' 

roads, which terminate in Belfast, in lo5U ■ 

The old 

The Falls, • 

Ilannahstown and Gastle-Robbin, . 

Total cost of materials for this trust, 

Belfast and Antrim, 8ic., 

Belfast and Lisburn, . . . • 

Bclliist and Crmnlin, • • • • 

Total amount paid for materials, 1850, 

Add one-fifth for labour. 

Tot'd amount e.xpended on the roads, . .i£a,358 

This sum wfll be charmable upon ™ 

Irish, of turnpike roads wMch terminate m y 



SCHBIWLB C 



£ 


5 . 


d. 


133 


10 


3 


158 


6 


M 


111 


7 


1 


. £403 


4 


3 


. 676 


13 


3 


. 533 


6 


10 


. 352 


14 


li 


.£1,965 


8 


5} 


. 393 


3 


84 
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£ S. d. 



The amount to be proviiled for would bo only (being 
£35 3s. a mile), ...... 2,039 2 7 



At this rate the thirty miles which are in the barony 
would be, . . • • • • • • 13 9 

Increased by the amount which the barony wouhl 

have to pay, of the £319 19s. Id., before stated, . 1G6 13 2 

£1,161 6 11 

This is the sum which will be chargeable on the barony of Tipper 
Belfast when the tumpikes are abolished ; and which will have to be 
levied off a valuation of £295,214, which, to raise the sum required, 
£1,161 6s. lid,, will be about -14 of a penny in the pound of the 
valuation. 

For this small charge, the cess^payers of the barony of Upper Belfast 
will he relieved from a direct loss oi' £3,450 annually, expended upon 
the cost of collecting the toll, the payment of useless and unnecessary 
officials, and have their roads left free to themselves, and to the ingress 
and egress of all their neighbours and customers ^ and they will also 
be relieved from the annoyance of collection. 



The police valuation of the house property of Bel- £ d. 

fast, at the 1st of Januar}', 1856, was, . . 253,722 5 0 

The land lu the borough, say, .... 2,007 15 0 



Borough valuation, . . . • £255,730 0 0 

The paa-t of the barony not included within the 
borough, 39,484 0 0 



Total value of the bai*ony, . . ^ £295,214 0 0 



Schedule 0 6. SCHEDULE 0 6. 

View of the Old Malone, the Palls, and Hannahstown and Cabtle- 
Robbin Toknpijce Trust, by Arthur Hill Thornton, Belfast. 

Those roads, though included in the one Act, and all under the man- 
agement of one Board of Trustees, are virtually separate trusts, and 
require all their affairs to be managed separately, so that none of the 
money collected on. one road can be legally expended upon another. 
Then, first, with respect to Old Malone road, viz. : — 

The net amoimt of toll obtained in 1849, 1850, and £ s. d. 

185i,waa, 901 15 4 

To which one-fourth for the cost of collecting, and 
the profit of the toll-collector, which is a very mo- 
derate estimate, considering there are four gates, 225 8 10 

Total amount levied off the public, . .£1,127 4 2 

Paid for mateiials bought for the use of the road in 
three yeuAs, 403 1 3 1 

Then allow one-fifth for the cost of labour ip spreqd 
ing the stones, and attending to the road, , 80 14 H 

Total amount expended upon the road in thfee yeaSs, 484 7 8^ 

Loss in three years, ...... 642 16 

Do. in one year, . . . , . . , £214 5 6 
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THE FALLS E04D. £ S. d. 

Net procGCiIa of toll in 1849, 1850, Jind 1851, _ . 998 13 1 

Allow one-tmii-tli Tot the expense, '&c., of collecting 
in those three yeiii's, ...... 249 13 4 



Total amount levied, ..... 1,248 6 5 
Materials in tlureo years, . . £444 17 8 

One- fifth for spreading, &(!., . . 88 19 6^ 

Expended on the road in three years, 533 17 2^: 



Loss in three years, ...... 

Eo. for one year, 

IIANNAHSTOWN ROAl>, i&O. 

Net nmoant of toll in thi-ee years, 1849, 1850, and 1851 
Allow one-fourth fol- the expense and profit o'f 
collecting, . 

Total amount levied in three years, 

Paid for materials, . • ♦ £209 9 2 

Add one-fifth for labour, • . 41 17 10 



Loss in three years, 
Annual loss, . 



499 17 I 



251 7 0 
248 10 1 

82 16 8 



714 9 ^ 
238 3 r 

399 17 8 
99 19 5 



SCHEUULE C 6. 



aUMMAUY. 

Gross sum levied on those three roads in thrci ye£U?s, 2,875 7 8 
Expended on them in do 1,269 11 10^ 



Loss in three years on 



Annual loss, . , • . • • • ‘ ^ ^ 

The Acts by which those roads were made subject to toll were 
obtained in 1837, with great difficulty, and not until after a distinct 
bargain had been entered into with the Marquess of Eownahire, and 
others, binding the Grand Jury, by Aylioni the Bill was promoted, to 
grant the necessary funds to pay the expense of lowering the lulls by 
which the roads were obstructed — several of which had a rise of from 
one foot in seven feet, to one foot in nine, ten, or eleven feet — or else to 
direct the roads so as to avoid those hills. This contract was not only 
never fulfilled, but every application for th'e performance of any part 
of it uniformly refused. The sum charged in the grand warrants of 
1837 for obtaining the Act, was £319 I3s besides a large sum 
pajd aiterwardB by the turnpike board. The Antrim and Coleiuine 
Act was obtained, at the same time, on account of the cost of which 
there is £776 12s. liol. charged in the grand warrants on837 and 1838. 

The only excuse that was made at the time for putUng turnpikes on 
the Falls and Hannaliatown roads was, that after the Crunilin road had 
been made subject to toll, a great number of the farmers who resided in 
the neighbourhood of that road were in the habit of making their way 
to the Belfast markets with their cattle or farm produce, by which 
means they escaped the payment of that universally detested impost, toll 

A similar course, and under a like pretence, was adopted with respect 
to the Old Malone road to Lisburn. A turnpike was placed upon it, 
under the promise of making it ^Hurn'pjW which w.^ never performed : 
and they placed one of their gates inside the borough of Belfast, and for 
luany years charged toll upon the very corpses on their way ^ o e 
interred, until they were forced to remove them by the universal indig- 
nation of the public. These roads are all of a purely local character 
and were never self-supporting by the toll. 
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Schedule (J 7. 



SCHEDULE C 7. 

View of the Beliast and Lisburn Turnpike Road, hy Arthcr Hill 
Thornton, Belfast. 

This road, unlike the other great roads of the county, was made at 
the ioint expense of the comity at large and the two baronies through 
which it ruus; while all the great roads in the nor^ei-n parts of the 
county were made at the sole cost of the county at large. Notwith- 
standing, immediately ou its Indiig opened, it was made subject to tolL 
which was effected by the Grand Jury in the following maimer;- At 
tlietr mepfciiig at tlie summer assizes, 1S18, they resolved as follows, 

^^“kesolved— That wc will not present any sum upon the county at 
large for the repair of the new line of road from Belfast to 1 

we are of opinion that the cost of maintaining that line should be de- 
frayed by the re-establishing the turnpike. 

(Signed) “John O’Neil, 

“ For Self and Fellows. 

“ Grand Jury room, IGth July, IblB.” 



Net amount reoeivod for toll in the year 1851 , 

Add one-fourth hr the expense of collection, and the 
profit of the toll coiiti'actor at two gates, and two- 
thirds of the third gate— (this sum will not be thought 
extravagant by those who are conversant with the 
case), 

Total amount levied off the public, 

The sum ])ald for surface repairs, £533 6 10 
To which add one-fifth tor labour, &c. 106 13 4 



£ 

1,092 



273 0 10 
1,365 4 4 



£725 4 2 

This sum is an entire loss to the public, being expended in cost of 
coUeetlng, the payment of surveyor, clerk, treasurer, overseer, office and 
toll-house rents, incidental expenses, printing, «hc., the whole of which 
would be saved, were the turnpike abolished. 



Schedule C 8. 



SCHEDULE C S. 

Copy Petition to Parliament, February, lSi)3. 

To the Kniohts, CmzKKa,- iiud Burgesses of Great Britain and 
Ibeland, in Parliaiv.ent assembled. 

The humhle petition of the rate-payers, who are subjected to the pay- 
ment of tolls on the Hannahstown and Castle-Kobhiii turnpike roads 

Showeth — That petitioners are ce3.9-payers of the county Antrim, 
and liable to contribute their proportion of tlie cost of the making of 
the public roads and bridges of the comity, hesidas having to make and 
repair their own local roads. Notwithstanding this, their roads are iii 
.such condition as renders them impassable for properly loaiicd vehicles, 
arisinu partly from their not being kept in a proper state of repair, ana 
p.irtl/ from their being intersected by hills — some of which are of great 
length, and varying in their gradients from one foot in seven, to one 
foot in nine and under. „ . 1 ,. . 

That the Grand Jury of Antrim, in 1837, applied for an Act to put 
those roads under turnpikes, thereby rendering petitioners subject to 
tlie payment of toll for liberty to travel thereon. 
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That ilii« Act was obtained on the express conditifti of their so di- SchedulkC 8. 
vertin;r tlie direction of the roads, or by retlucing the hills, so as to 
bring them to a proper level — a condition which has never been fnllilled j 
yet the tolls have been exacted from ]>etitioners ever .since that period. 

That on account of the small amount of toll which is milized, and 
the great expense of collection and management, the small balance avail- 
able to the use of the roads, is quite inadequate to kee[» them in repair. 

In consequenco of which, additional sums have been frequently levied 
off petitioners for that purpose. 

That it appears, from the returns made to your Honourable House, 
the net auiouut of tolls realized on those roads in 184D, 1850, and 1851, 
was only .t'399 17s. 8cZ., to which, if £210 be added— for the cost of 
collecting being only £35 per annum for each gate— the sum actually 
levied oif the rate payers, will be £609 17s. 8d. The sum paid for 
materials used for repairs iu those three years, was only £209 9s. 2d., 
to which add £33 18s. Zd. lor spreading the broken stones upon the 
road, and the whole sum spent for the u.seof the roads, being nine miles 
and three-quarters in length, will be £243 7s. 4t?. ; exhibiting a loss of 
£366 10s. 4c7. on the above small sum. 

That these roads might be as well managed by the county surveyor, 
and his numerous assistants, already in the pay of the cess-payers, 
without any additional cost to the public j by which means the cost of 
collecting the tolls, thepaymeut of clerks, surveyors, overseers, trades- 
men, and other contingencies, would be dispensed witli, and petitioners 
might have the opportunity of having those roads made passable under 
the authority of tlie Grand Jiiry laws, even at their own expense. 

Petitioners, therefore, pray your Honourable House to take such 
measures as will relieve them from the annoyance and injustice which 
they at present suffer from those turnpiKes. 

And your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray. 



SCHEDULE G 9. 

To the Knights, Crrii’ENS, and Burgesses, of Great Britain and 
Ireland, in Parliament assembled. 



SCHEKCLB C 9. 



The petition of the inhabitants of Belfast, at a puhhe meeting 
assemhlk, called by William M'See, Esq., md., in consequence of a 
requisition signed by about 4,000 persons-— , , ... 

HtjMBLi SuowETH— That petitioners are large coninbutors to the cess 
levied for the making and repair of the public roads, and the hmWing 
of the briilves of the county, and for other public purposes, they 
also pay a large proportion of the sums levied for the local roads, 
besides having to make and rejiair the streets of Belfast, with the 
exception of a trifling grant for that purpose ; yet, notwithstanding 
the large sums thus paid by petitioners, as cess-payers, all the roads 
which lead to Belfast, on the Antrim side, have, for many years past 
been under the management of turnpike trustees, by which means they 
are subjected to tlie payment of a heavy and oppressive toll for the 
liberty to travel on roads, to the making of which they had been large 

coutributors. , , , , . i c 

Petitioners respectfully submit that tlie Act to put the road from 
Belfast to Garvickfergus and the road from Belfast to Antrim under 
toU was originally obtained in 1829 for twenty-one years, contrary to 
tbe will not only of tbe cess-payers, unanimou.sly expressed at a public 
meeting of the inhabitants of Belfast, convened by the chief magistrate 
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Schedule C 9. of Belfast, and a similar espresaion of opinion by the cess^payors of 

the county, at a public meeting convened by the Marquess of Donegal 

as Giatus Rotubrum, at which the establishment of tolls upon those 
roads was strongly condemned, and only defended on the ground that 
the grand jury, who were the promoters of the measure, intended to 
have turnpikes placed on the other roads of tho county — an intention 
that has not been fulfilled. 

That since the opening of the Belfast and Ballymena and Belfast 
and Garrick railways, which run nearly parallel with those roads, most 
of the distant passenger and goods’ traffic has been absorbed by those 
railways, by which means tlie tolls have been reduced to about one- 
half their former amount, and that amount nearly all paid by parties 
who are also cess-payers iu the districts through which the roads pass, 
or by petitioners. 

Your petitioners also submit that the levy of tolls upon those 
roads operates not only as a tax upon trade and agriculture, but as a 
bounty upon the railways, forasmuch as it enables the railway directors 
to charge much higher rate for the carriage of passengers and goods 
than they could do were the free intercourse on those roads not im- 
peded by toll-bars. 

“Your petitioners complain tljafc the Act which was obtained in 
1829 for twenty-one years, without any condition for its perpetual 
renewal, expired in 1850, since which it has been three times renewed 
without any notice having been given to tlie cess-payers, by which 
means they were debarred fr(»m offering to its further continuance that 
opposition which they otherwise would have done. 

That petitioner.^ only heard of the application for its renewal by 
mere accident in 1852, after it had been twice read in your blonourable 
House ; in this exigency your petitioners and others had ])etitions 
prepared, signed, and forwarded to be presented. They al;n> des- 
patched a deputation for the purpose of opposirjg its further progress 
at considerable expense and inconvenience j and on that oc(ja5-iou the 
promoters urged want of preparation, and their being taken by sur- 
prise as reasons why the Act should be continued for another year, 
for the purpose of enabling them to fulfil their contracts and wind up 
the afiairs of the trust. With this request the opponents of the mea- 
sure were induced to comply, on the express condition, that should the 
promoters contemplate another application to your Honourable House 
for another renewal of this Act, they would give “full and timely 
notice ” of such intention to the cess-payers. 

This condition your petitioners respectfully submit has not been 
observed iu good faith with the oes.s-payers, inasmuch as before pub- 
lishing any notice of their intention the trustees, or some of them, 
held a conference with the Grand Jury of the county Antrim, with 
whom they entered into an arrangement, unknown to the cess-payers, 
to apply for another renewal of the Act. , 

Petitioners respectfully submit that if they bad been allowed the 
opportunity of confronting those trustees in the presence of the Grand 
Jury, they would have been able to prove from the I’eturns made to 
Parliament by said tru.stees, and from other docunienta, not only that 
tlio allegations set forth by them for the purpose of establishing a 
ground for the further continuance of those tolls, were totally un- 
founded, but that their renewal would be the cause of perpetuating a 
heavy and unnecessary loss upon your petitioners. 

Your petitioners submit, with great respect, that on account of 
the reduction of the tolls leviable on those roads since the opening of 
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tlic ailjacoiit railways (viz., Irom £3,700 in 1S4G, to £1,920 in 1852), Schuditi.,! C9. 

the larjj'er portion of the sums levied off the rate-payers is absorbeil 

in the expense of collecting ami management, while those roads might 
be as well attended to by the numerous servants already in the pay of 
the county, which will appear miite evident from the fact, that while 
the sums levied in the years 1849, 1850, and lS52j amounted to about 
£6,900, the sum actually expemled upon the repair of those roads 
was only about £2j600, tbe remainder being absorbed in the cost of 
collecting the payment of sinecure officers, and other unnecessary 
charges. 

Finally, your petitioners most respectfully and earnestly pray 
your Honourable House not to include the Belfast and Antrim and 
Belfast and Copeland Water Turnpike Act in the Bill to be brought 
before your Honourable House for the renewal of the expiring Turn- 
pike Acts for Ireland, By this means petitioners and other rate- 
payers will be relieved from a heavy, vexatious, unjust, and unneces- 
sary impost j trade and agriculture, freed from the sbackles with which 
they are now trammelled; and the health of the people of Belfast 
promoted by means of tbe liberty to take exercise on roads for the 
making of which they have so largely contributed. 

And your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray. 



SCHEDULE 0 10. 

To tile Kniqiits, Citizens, and Burgesses, of (Ibeat Britain and 
Ireland in Parliament assembled. 

Tbe humble petition of the owners of carts engaged in the carriage 
of merchants’ goods, coals, and soforth, resident in Belfast and its 
Vicinity, who work for hire in the county of Antrim, Ireland — 

ShowetiI — That petitioners are resident householders and rate- 
payers in Belfast and its vicinit}’’, ami, consequently, liable to be taxed 
hot onlyfor the making and maintenance of the roads and other public 
works of the country, besides having to make and iiiaintiiin their own 
ioc<al roads, and the streets of the borough, while they are compelled to 
pay toll whenever their business requires them to travel upon any of 
the roads outside Belfast, cither public or local. 

That the Grand J nry of the county, on several occasions, and under 
various engagements, obtained power from Parliament to levy toll 
upon all the ro.ads that approach Belfast on the Antrim side ; every 
one of those engagements have been left unfulfilled. Hills that were to 
be levelled still remain almost impassable ; and roads in other parts of 
the country upon which turnpikes were to be placed, still remain free 
from that annoyance and imposition. 

That in the prosecution of their business petitioners are frequently 
required to carry small parcels to or from parties who reside beyond 
tbe toll-bars, the charge of which does little more than clear the 
turnpike. 

Your petitioners submit that the payment of toll upon the carriage 
of coal beyond the bounds of the borough, is not only a tax upon trade, 
but operates as a great hindrance to the erection of either public 
works or private houses outside the toll-gates, which is one great 
cause of the crowding of buildings inside the borough to the eeiftin 
injury of the health of its inhabitants. 

That petitioners are heavy losers in many instances, from the im- 
possibility they encounter in obtaining a higher rate for the carriage 
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of mods to a sliorl distance outside tlie toll-bars tbaii they are paid 
inside, tliougli they have been subjected to the payment of toll on 
passing through the toll-gates. , , , , 

That your petitioners are informed, and have good reason to 
believe, that the affairs of most of the turnpike trusts are managed m 
such ai improvidont manner, that but a very small part of the sum 
actually levied off the public is applied to the real honapU nse of the 
roads the remainder being expended in tbe payment of useless and 
unnecessary officials, and on other improper purposes. 

Finally, your petitioners respectfully siihinit that the tunipiKe.s 
round Belfast are a tax upon trade and agricultnre, a check upon the 
extension of the town, an injury to tbe health of the people, and an 
unjust and oppressive burden upon your petitioners, who are large 

You? petitioners, therefore, moat earnestly pray your Honourable 
House to refuse your consent to the renewal of the Belfast and Antrim 
and Belfast and Oopeland Water Turnpike Act ; and they also pray 
yon to adopt means to abolish all the other Turnpike Acts in force in 
Ireland. 

And your petitioners, as in duty bound, ■wiU ever pray. 



SCHEDrLE 0 11. 



To the Knights, Citizens, and Edeoesses, of Great Britain 
and Ieeuanb in Parliament assembled. 

The Imrablc petition of the undersigned cess-payers of the barony 
of Upper Caallereagh, in the county Down, within a few miles ot 

^'^Showeth— T hat petitioners ore inhabitants and rate-payers of tbe 
barony of Upper Castlereagb, in the county Down, Ireland, in which 
capacity they are chargeable with their proportion of the cost of 
making and repair of the roads and bridges, and other expenses of the 
county, besides having to make and maintain their own local roads. 

That all those roads, both local and general, are open to the IrOe 
use of the people of the county Antrim, while your petitioners are 
precluded from the liberty of using tbe roads of Antrim without the 
payment of a vexatious and heavy turnpike toll, which they consider 

not only ininrioup, but unfair. , r. v a 

That the Grand Jury of the county Antrim applied to Parliament 
in 1837, and obtained an Act to establish a turnpike on the old con- 
demned mail-coach road by Mallow to Belfast, by which petitionejs 
have to travel to that town. That this Act wp obtained on the 
express condition of their reducing the hills, filling the hollows, or 
diverting and altering the direction of the road, so as to make it 
“ turnpike,” or of a proper level — a condition which they never have 
fulfilled, though often applied to for that purpose. i i i j 

That this road continues actually impassable for properly-loaded 
vehicles, in consequence of its jiassing over hills having gradients ui 
from one foot in nine to one foot in eleven feet. . i 

That this being purely a local road, and only used by parties who 
are cess-payers in the locality, whatever is expended in the coat ot 
collating the toll or the management of the road is an entire loss to 
the cess-payers, as the road might be as well managed by the county 
surveyor and his numerous assistants, already in the pay of the rate- 
payers, without any additional expense. 

’That on account of the small amount of toll leviable on this road, 
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tlie principal part of n'l:at is extracted from the rate-payers is expended 
in the expense ot collecLiiig, and the payment of unnecessary public 
servants, while an additional levy is made off the ceas-payera by the 
Grand Jury, to keep the road in repair, which is proved by facts 
taken from returns made to your Honourable House by the trustees of 
said road, from which it is sliown tliat iu 1S19, 18S0, and 1851, the 
net amount of toll realized amounted to only £901 15s. id., to which 
if £215 4s. 8d. be added for the cost of collecting for those three years 
the amount will be £1,117. riiesmn paid for materials for the repair 
of the road in those three years was only £430 14s. IIA; to wdiich add 
for spreading the materials £61 Ss. iOrf., and the total amount ex- 
pended for u.se of road will he found to he only £492 3s 9d. 
showing a loss on the above small sum of £624 16s. 3d. 

That since 1851 the net amount of the toll realized on this road 
having fallen to about £160 annually, the trustees have applied to the 
Grand Jury, and obtained £150 a-year, chargeable upon the cess- 
payers of the barony of Upper Belfast alone for its repair, and seem 
to he expended on lees than three and a-lialf miles of road. 

That for the reasons above stated your petitioners most respectfully - 
and earnestly pray your Honourable House to adopt prompt and 
effectual measures to relieve them from this unjust, impolitic, and 
vexatious iiiSpost. 

Tind your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray. 



Schedule 
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Tdb Cowhtt op LiMEaioB TnasriKB Koabs. 
Rathbealb Divibiom, year ended let May, 1855. 



To P«d for keeping tke Road from Limerick to New 
CHsUo in repair for one Tear to lat May, 1855,. 
„ Mr. Langley superintending same, . 

One ycar'a Rent of Keens and NewcaatleToll-kcrase, 
” County Ceas, on the Tnropikea. as per receipts. 

„ PoorJatea on do. as per do. 

„ Lady O’Brien, Quarry damage, . . . 

. John O'Donnell, Attorney, for attending at 
” Katlikealo and Limerick Quarter Sessions, 

„ Car-hire to Ratikeale, . . - • 

., Secretary B Salary, . . • • • 

„ Treasurer’s do. . . • • 

„ Moiety of Security Stamps, 

„ Do. Prindog Accounts. . , ' 

Do. Stationery, AdTertising, and Postage 
” Stamps, &C., • _ • • 

For Locks and Glasing at Croagh, . 

For Glwbg ftt Adare, . . . • 

To Balance on hands, . . • • • 



By Balance on hands 1st May, 185*, 

One year's Rent of Ballinacnrra Tuinpike 
" tolatMay.l655,P. O'Shea, tenant, . i 
,, Oneyear’sKentofAdareTumpiketo 1st 

May, 1855, W. Welsh, tenant. . 

One year’s Rent of Croagh and Rathkeale 
Tunipikes, to 1st ^y, 1855. Dv 
O'Connor, tenant, 

„ One year’s Rent of Reens and Newcastle 
Turnpikes, to 1st May, 1855, . 

„ One year’s Tolls from Messrs. .Mnlcahy 
and Fttzgibbon, 
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Ths CotrsTs OF Liheeick Tobspike Boai 
Bbupf Dinsios, year ended 1st May, 18 



To B«lanM dao tte Treasu^, 1st ‘ 

To paid for keeping thoroad from to ^le- 

-rillc in TopSr ftr oi.o year, to 1st Jta), 1U55, . 

OQCveax’sKwtofClmrlovUlcToU-Uonse, . • 

Kent of Bkekboy Toll-liouso to Ut 
„ CoiSty’ C^*,’ on li>o TmnpilLCS, 

Swretary's Salary, • • • ' ' 

’’ Inl^ro To 3 on Kilm.-atoct lolls, . 

„ Moiety of Security Stamps, . . • • 

. <lo. Printing AecounW. _ • • • 

„ do. Stationery, Advcrlisiug, and Postage 
*' Sta^op^ Sic-, • • ' ' ' 

„ Pot a Padlock, ■ • • • ' 



5v received f^m C. Planner}-, on account of Arrears, . 

One ^•ea^'s Rent of Klnektioy and Bruit 
” Kortli. to 1st May, 1855, Wm Binnecn. ^ 

One\°ar's'r.entofBridfSoutii,TuliaaUncl:, 

” ami Chnrleville Tiinipikci, to 1st May. 

lbS5 Maliony anil How.aid, tenants, . 240 U 

One jx-ar’s TuUs from Mr. Fogarty, . 0 



Deduct, viz.. Arrears duo by D. Mubony and J. IIow:i 



„ Balance due the Treasurer, 



DiTin R. BaowKix 
Micnint D.iwaos, 1 
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CouHTt of Likeiuck Tubhpikb Tnoffp, 11 Qbobob IV., cLap. 3. 



. 12, To Qiih, Grat In^tolni 
„ „ 170 d;Lvs’ Ir 

„ To 157 days’ Ir. 



fromSCth Jim 

To Ciah, J2B days' iLlerost on tb’lnl adW( 
&0O lit July, U 1st Dooenbcr, 1S4G 
To Casl., 11 9 days’ lalerost on fUrth 'advan. 
from 3rd August to 1st Deoambor, lU4(j, 



if £500, 

if £500) 



IW '' ” 

11 12 10 I 



i of Public Wotka, U 



, To Cash lodged at the Bank of Ireland, Ic 
ofthe “Paymaster Services," . 

, To Cash, Interest to S4tb June, 1819, . 



To Balance due to Con 



August^ To Caab, oneyear’iintereii to 30th June, 1850, 

Kov. T, „ second Instalment on Loan of £2,09[), by tfa- 
1853. tional Bank to the Paymaster of Civil Services, 

. Uareh 21, To Cash, ser letter of credit to Charles S. Beg., 
Inteteitto SOtb June, 1851, 



To Balance, 2,071 IS ( 



13, By Caali, first Adva 



I on Lean of £2,000, 






litDcccmher, litlG, 



at Dccembar, 1646, to 31st Dei 



.,1047, 103 0 ( 

b,1848, 47 7 I 

1849, 96 0 ( 



1850. By Bjianee, 



100 0 0 
90 0 0 



to 7t^ Novel 
from 7th Nor 
on £1,800 , 



90 0 < 
90 0 ( 
90 0 ( 



Limeriek, 3rd April, 1856. 



By Balance 
CSee JVotes of Evidence, page B8.J 



Eatid E. BaoTTMiHo, Treasurer. 
MtoHAEL Dawsoh, Secretary. 
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SCHEDULE, D 4. 



ScnEDtnuED4. 



The following cases are submitted for opinion of Messrs. Boyle, 
Low, and Company, Kotaries Public and Stock Brokers, College- 
green, Dublin, to be decided for tbo same purpose and on the same 
principle as like cases laid before them in July, 1854, by the Commis- 
sioners of In(j^uiry into certain Turnpike Trusts in Ireland, 1854. 



Debentuees on a Tuenpikb Trust. 



Case 1. 



In 1830 an Act of Parliament established a new Turnpike Trust to 
continuo for a period of thirty-one years, from 29th May, 1830, with 
power to Trustees to borrow money at interest, and to assign tolls as 

security therefor. • i x * 

Whereupon the following sums were borrowed, bearing interest at 
tho rate of £5 per cent., per annum, and for payment of which the 
Secretary states the Tolls were duly assigned over under the terms 
of the Act : — £ s J 

1 Dob. of £1^000, • • ; ; ; i;050 o' i 

2 „ £250, . . • • . oou u 0 



£2,550 0 0 

Evidence tofoUowmg Efed. 

The money was originally lent on the faith of the Act of Parlia- 
ment, for the purpose of raising a fund for formatiou ef road, and for 
other expenses incident to the obtaining the Act of Parliament, la. 
The interest has been regularly paid, and there have been no arrears 

™ T^hey Ire^worth their full value- I have never offered them for sale, 
and never know any of them in tho market. \ 

{N.B. This was given ly the owner of the £1,000 Deleniure.) 

Evidence ly Secretary of Truitt 



To;:n^^ orSaVi^-is^^^ tl^at period travelling has 

’’^Thfettoeforirustees, Magistrates, and Grand Jurors, state the 
road to be in shoeUngly iad condition, vn so dangerous a state at one 
perfod for want of fuVds, that the Grand Jury had to pass a heavy 

ly County-Surveyor, (1S55) 

r:. 

_ •-t ^:r^Ar, fill froea bv rail. 



yieiaeu an -- -- 

pounds per annum, now it yields nothing-it all goes by rail. 

£ It d & s. d. 

Income in 1851,883 9 0 Expenditure, 894 11 8i 

1853, 630 0 0 
” 1855, 626 10 0 _ 

^ the holders of Debentures 



' 638 12 44 
576 0 11 
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ScaEomED4. mil have no kyal roraody for recoverv of any portion of tlie capital 
so borrowed and left unpaid by tlia Trustees. There is a clause in 
the Act enabling the paying oif, from time to time, where funds can 
be had, but that olaiiso has not been brought into operation in the 
present case. 



Case 2. 



Last renewal of Act in 1843, for tliirtv- 
inlS73. 



one years, will expire 



Evidcnct of 2^rmsuvcr. 

™ ^j’^«"‘”'''s <>fit2oeiicli, borrowed in 1810 (-C3, 200 Irish or 
pieted iuftrast when road coin- 

A further s'™ of i!300 or £400 was borrowed on personal security 
of Debenture hohlcra, and repaid, so that the first interest Debentura 

£3''473'l! "'u interest of 

Thero was an interyal of six yeur.9, from 1837 to 1.843, in which bv 
consent, no interest w.us paid, in order to uecnmnlato a fund to Sia n 
a renewal of the Act of Parliament 
The costs of the Act, £47(1 17s. Id., were paid. 

In .June, 18o4, the sura of £170 us. lOtf. wa.s paid in p.art liciuiila- 
tion of arrears o} Merest. [TUs does not apjKar in his IccounU\ 



rise menture Holders' Endenee-three. of whom ,e«-e Tntstees. 

cent, on tlie i;2,753, ® eleven years gave 4^ per 

I haro from'my fote^fether^ (four .of £25 each) 

I know nothing of their uiarl-etirio™'’?*^'* ™oney originally. 

them for sale, nor having seen 
puraS::ftu™:‘r 

market. “ ^ ^ of them in the. 

some five years^ago ^if'boughT ht*?' ™ >“ Imsiiiess, 

Jlessrs. 1. s four Dobonture.s from the house of 

keing £2 10s, per Debenture in Dublin), for £10— 

ago, when be received i',5 lOs 

rr potolntsod lhoni“‘“"™'- "" 

tequirfo7c„“7a;d.‘''"' oanditio„,™d not 

re^sT^ ™ Of iootease of tolls, rather the 

appliesTthi7o7hVe7itation^ tlto »kovc case, eaually 
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Treasuber’s Last Three Balance Sheets. 



Year Ending. 


Interest paid 
on Debt. 


Balance left 
in hands. 




£ d. 


! £ d. 


I'lrat May, 185.3, . 


180 13 4^ 


1 47 5 1 


First May, 1054, . 


85 IG 9 


29 8 2 


First May, 1855, . 


66 9 1 


s 4 7i 



Edward Clements, 

Her Majesty’s Gommissionor of luquiry into Turnpike 
Trusts in Ireland, ISnC. 



We have read and considered the foregoing cases, and find that 
* there is not sufficient data on which to ground a calculation of the 
precise value of the Debentures, as set forth in each of those cases; it 
is plain tliey are worth very little. 

Boyle, Low, and Company, 
Notaries I’ublic. 

' Dublin, 2nd Maj’’, 1S56. 



!For the whole of the Evidence on the above oases, see p. 1 to p. 6 (Dun- 
dalk and Castleblayney Trust), and p. 93 to 98 (Carlow and Castlecomer 
Trust), together with the several Schedules therein referred to. 



SCHEDULP. 
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SCHEDULES B 1, B 2, B 3.—(Seeiroies of Evidence, p. 93.) 

Abstract of tUe Aoconais of Thb Oabwit aho CASiLsooiiBft Tobbpikb Road, for the years ending llic 1st May, 1853, 1854, 1865. 

£ s. d. 



less, Bslura IQ Treo 



‘A bands bnagbt forvard. 



ired from Tolls, 334 3 0 



r*i bands, biougbt fonrard. 



£334 10 I 

t of Ori^oal Debt, £3,723 Is. 3d. Amonst of Unpaid Intsrest to D 



1853, Manoal labont 
], Materials, inri 
„ Salary of Trc 



and Surveyor, ... . . 20 0 1 

Clerk 10 0 ( 

Road Steward, 13 0 ( 



interest on Debt, , 
Inudenbsl Expenses, 
fialance in Trenanrer's 



1854, Manual Labour, 

„ Matorials, inelodi 
,, Salary of Treasur 



i, Materials, isdudinr CairitEO, 
Manual Labour, ! . . 

Salary of Treasurer and Sun'ci'i 
,. aork, . 

,, Road Steward, 



102 11 0 
30 0 0 
10 0 0 



itala, Prindng, Audlto 



Balance in Treason 



imber, 1854, £3,472 8». Id. Total, £S,13S 3s. 8d. 
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